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Triumph. Raglan. Star. Dunlop. 


NOTE.—We are in a position to offer the best value in every department, 
and customers can always rely on having their money's worth. 


Reproduced from “Banchory and Roundabout” (1896). Published by Tavendale & C. 


CRI CHEE TT. 


EXTRAORDINARY SCORES. 
(See Cricket in Australia and England.) 


Any young aspiring Cricketer may become great in the cricket 
field by using 
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3 (See Cricket at Oval, September 22.) 
Fifty-two runs in less than _half- 
hour made from this Bat, the fastest 


run-getting Bat of the season. 


A largestock of perfect and well-seasoned Bats now ready, 
and every article used in Cricket, of the very best quality, 
at reasonable prices. 


BATS MADE SPECIALLY FOR LADIES. 
MAY BE HAD OF ALL DEALERS IN CRICKET GOODS. 


LIST OF PRICES FREE ON APPLICATION. 


MANUFACTORY : 


71, WATERLOO ROAD, and 
RAILWAY APPROACH, WATERLOO STATION. 


Reproduced from “Cricket” by Hon. E. Lyttleton. New Edition 1894. 
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F, H. AYRES, 


Manufacturer of 


SPORTS AND GAMES, 


111, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


Ai — 


“INTERNATIONAL ” 
CRICKET BAT, 


TESTIMONIAL, 
TAVISTOCK HOTEL, Patent and 
LONDON, 
esr ae so Registered 


I have much pleasure 
in informing you that my score 
of 149 at Lord’s, Australians wv. 
M.C.C., on May roth, 1893, was \ 
made with one of your “INTER- 
NATIONAL” Cricket Bats. It is one 
of the best bats I have ever played with, \SW 
and 1 shall be obliged if you will supply 
me with six more of the same kind as soon 
as possible. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 
(Signed) J. J. LYONS. 
Mr. F. HH: AYRES. 


Reproduced from “Cricket” by Hon. E. Lyttleton. New Edition 1894. 
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=e SS ee 


SINGLE ARTICLES AT WHOLESALE PRICES, 


Every 
Requisite 
for 
Cricket, 
Tennis, BALLS 
Golf, of 
etc., etc. Guaranteed 
Quality, 


Tennis Racquets, 
Tennis Balls. . 


CRICKET BATS 


by the Tennis Poles, ., 
acknowledged Tennis Nets.... 
Best Makers. etc, etc, 


Agents for 


Warsop, Cobbett, Dark, Lillywhite, Ayres, 
Slazenger, Bartlett, Crawford 
and Aquila Clapshaw. 


R.W. FORSYTH, senriero streer, GLASGOW. 
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Did you MACLEAN your teeth today ? 


Howzat! 
Macleans Peroxide Tooth Paste - Large tube, 1/4 (ine. tax) 


For safety’s sake use a MACLEANS TOOTHBRUSH 1/6 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


httos://archive.org/details/owb_KS-459-472 
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Foreword 


Itis with pride and pleasure that | write the foreword to this book, marking 
the 150” year of Banchory Cricket Club. But it is the effort and research by its 
author, Tim Wilkinson, and his band of helpers, that has made it possible. 

Like hundreds of other clubs throughout the land, Banchory Cricket Club 
will never be considered in the top echelons of the cricketing world. However, it 
is a testimony to its players, members and supporters over its long history, all of 
whom have had the love of the game at heart, that Banchory is such a great 
cricket club. There are no'stars' here just a collection of individuals who together 
make Banchory Cricket Club what it is today. 

My own involvement with the Club has been a mere 20 years but it is 
during this period that perhaps the most significant changes have taken place, 
with forward thinking and planning that have secured the Club's survival, at a 
time when some clubs have fallen by the wayside and no longer exist. 

The Burnett Park is a wonderful venue for playing cricket and is the envy 
of all who visit. There have been significant changes at the ground with the 
construction of a magnificent pavilion and the development of state-of-the-art 
practice facilities. Lottery funding and Aberdeenshire Council support have 
been crucial in these developments. 

Each generation seems to produce a groundsman dedicated to 
producing fine wickets. It is our good fortune that we have had the services of 
Bob Murray who, over the past 30 years, has looked after the square with tender 
loving care and has consistently produced fine playing surfaces. 

Our progress can best be seen during 2002 and 2003 when the Club's 1° 
XI graced Grade 1 and the 2” XI Grade 2. This, however, would not have been 
possible without the benefit of our successful youth policy, which has been 
running now for the best part of 8 years. The inspiration for this came from the 
then Club Coach, Keith Astle, and we shall be always grateful for his enthusiasm 
and expertise. Since this time some 10 players have achieved coaching 
qualifications, which have been used to the great benefit of the Club. 

Banchory Cricket Club has played host to the Lords Taverner's on two 
occasions in recent years. International cricket stars and stars of sport and 
TV have graced our ‘hallowed turf’. Even Sir Alex Ferguson made a welcome 
appearance in 2002. As part of our 150 years celebrations we have secured 
a fixture against the cast and crew of ‘Emmerdale’ during their fundraising 
weekend in Banchory in July 2004. 

The Club has had three outstandingly successful tours to Cornwall over 
the past 15 years, and there is a further tour down south planned this year. 

My sincere thanks to all the players, members and supporters of 
Banchory Cricket Club who have given their time and commitment over the 
years. To those who will come along in the future | wish you success and the 
desire to continue developing what is already a great Club. 


Ken Campbell 
Club President 


A HISTORY OF BANCHORY CRICKET CLUB 


Introduction 

This history was originally stimulated several years ago by the present writer 
coming across a slim volume on the shelves of Aberdeen's Central Library 
Local Collection. It was simply called "North Cricket Annual 1891-2". A section 
entitled "Banchory" gave the averages of the Club for 1890, a list of players and 
the Club colours. Could it be possible that the Club Centenary was 
approaching? When was the Club formed? 

At this point, 1978, the Club's history was totally lost in the mists of time. It 
was known that the Club was re-formed after the Second World War, in 1956, but 
the earliest score-book in existence was for the year 1961. The previous hundred 
years of cricket was simply a total void. 

By dint of painstaking scanning of all the relevant newspapers on 
microfilm in the Central Library and others stored at Woodside Library, 
Stonehaven Library, the British Library at Colindale, and the Mearns Leader 
Offices we now have a more or less complete run of published results, from 1858 
to the present day. The main problem, of course, was that Banchory has never 
had its own newspaper, so publication in the Aberdeen newspapers and the 
invaluable Stonehaven Journal and Mearns Leader was inconsistent, often 
depending, | suspect, on the whim of the Editor, or whether the Club could be 
bothered publishing its own results. 

Publicity within Banchory itself about this publication produced a profusion 
of photographs, which we never knew existed, as well as most of the score-books 
from 1924 to 1939. 

Garnering all the published results of the Club was only the beginning 
however. Taking a name at random, say Douglas Leahy, this character figured 
largely in the results from 1924 to 1931, but who was he? What kind of player 
would he be? Who are all the nameless faces on those sepia photographs? A 
history of a Club had to be more than a list of statistics and in my feeble attempt to 
‘flesh out’ these strangers | must particularly thank Alec and Lloyd Durward, 
Harold Davidson, Howard Smith of Mannofield, Freddie Anderson of Cults, 
George Middleton of Aboyne, and Mike Robson for lending the Club Arthur 
Paterson's invaluable reminiscences. For this, the 2004 edition of the club's 
history, | owe especial thanks to Ken Campbell (who proved an excellent overseer 
and organiser), Bob Murray, Andrew Brown, Alastair Cameron and - for the cover - 
Chris Bell. 

As the reader will see, the history of the Club is a far from illustrious one. In 
fact, itis only in the last 25 years that success ata high level has finally arrived. But 
without the efforts of the previous hundred and more years, and the efforts of 
certain individuals during that time, this Club may have disappeared like so many 
others. It is our duty to recognise past achievements, however small, for without 
them this book does not exist. We are, after all, one of the oldest Clubs in the North 
East of Scotland and how many know that? Inevitably too, the history of the Club is 
the history of Banchory itself. Above all it's the history of ordinary people playing 
the greatest game in the world. 
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Part | - 1858 - 1888 Market Stance 


An entry in the Stonehaven Journal of 17th July 1858, reads as follows: - 
Cricket Match 


Amatch of cricket took place at Banchory on Saturday last, between the Victoria 
Cricket Club of Aberdeen, and the Banchory Cricket Club. The former is but a 
young club. However, they proved too many for their opponents. The day was 
anything but good - rain falling the greater part of the game. On the side of the 
Aberdeen, Mr. Brotchie contributed a large part of the score. The bowling of Mr. 
Milne did considerable execution among the stumps of their opponents. Messrs. 
McGruer, Stott and Menzies, contributed a fair share of the Banchory score. We 
have not room for the score, but the result was as 77 to 74 in favour of the 
Victoria, who were thus the winners by three runs, and three wickets to go down. 


Stoneywood Cricket Club is "the oldest cricket club in the North East of 

Scotland" (Aberdeenshire Cricket Association 1884 - 1984 p.77), founded in 
1850, while Huntly Cricket Club amalgamated as one club in 1854, so from this 
evidence it can be assumed that Banchory Cricket Club was formed in the 
1850's, but precisely when will, regrettably, remain a mystery. What is 
indisputable is that the Deeside Club is one of the oldest in this area. 
What kind of place was Banchory in these far off days? James Brown in his 
"Guide to Deeside" (1835) describes it as "a perfect paradise" with "an air of 
gentility and beauty not to be described". It was, even then, a place "much 
resorted to during the summer by persons of weak health - the number of whom 
dwelling here in fine weather, and wandering about among the woods, with pale 
faces and other signs of weakness, is scarcely to be spoken". Even then, it 
seems, Banchory had a reputation as a balmy health resort. In 1841 Banchory 
Ternan (a region of 81 square miles stretching from the Hill of Fare to the north to 
Kerloch in the south, and from Canny in the west to Drumoak in the east) boasted 
a population of 2,240 consisting of 535 families. Of these families 26 were 
proprietors, 125 were involved in trade or handicraft, 246 were ‘occupiers of the 
land’, 89 were labourers or servants, while the remaining 49 were paupers, 
relying on private charity and whose principal diet was "oatmeal and a little tea 
and sugar" and very little variation on this. It was a society, it seemed, that still 
had one foot in the Middle Ages. The scythe was “universally used in reaping" 
and wood was still being floated down the Dee to Aberdeen. There were still six 
annual fairs in Banchory - in February, March, June, July, August and December. 
The most important one in June - St. Ternan's - was the "most ancient" attracting 
"500 to 600 venders". Of the roads, the Cairn O'Mount suffered from 
"considerable transit" in the summer caused by cattle being driven from fairs in 
Garioch and Buchan to the southern markets. 
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In those days it took two days to take a carriage of coals or lime to 
Aberdeen. There was a daily mail-coach and a stage-coach called "The Banks 
of Dee" which "starts from Machray's Royal Hostel, Union Street, every 
afternoon at half past four o'clock during the summer, and arrives at 7". The 
return coach left Banchory "every morning for Aberdeen at 7 o'clock, and arrives 
at half past 9 o'clock a.m." 

Banchory, itself, comprised 50 houses in 1842 ("many of which were 
tiled and thatched") containing 72 families. 

The most important event, however, as everyone now knows, which 
helped to put Deeside permanently on the tourist map, was the visit Queen 
Victoria paid in 1847.This kickstarted her life-long love affair with the valley 
resulting in the building of Balmoral Castle. Earlier, though, in 1842, it was felt 
that "a great improvement ..... would be a cheap and speedy mode of 
conveyance to and from Aberdeen" and "a railroad has lately been talked of". 
Tourism in Banchory, because "it is much patronised by lodgers and tourists in 
the summer season", would benefit hugely. 

The railway was duly built and reached Banchory on 8th September 
1853; the extension to Aboyne was completed on 2nd December 1859 and that 
to Ballater on 17th October 1866. 

The arrival of the ‘iron horse' was to transform Deeside society 
immeasurably. "Building is everywhere going on in the village with great spirit, 
the inhabitants evidently anticipating a great increase in the demand for 
lodgings when the railway is opened" (S.J. 21.6.1853). Cricket in Banchory, we 
can safely assume, arrived with the railway because it meant a burgeoning 
population and an easy and quick means of getting to Aberdeen. Victoria Cricket 
Club (participants in the first recorded game, cited earlier) had brought their 
cricket to Banchory via the railways. 

After the first mention of cricket in 1858 the next reference to the sport 
on Deeside wasn't to be until 1867. The reason for this scant coverage is 
quite simple. The Aberdeen newspapers of the mid-19th century, far from 
being parochial, seemed to be more concerned with matters of national 
interest: the Crimean War, for example, or the Corn Laws or parliamentary 
business. News from Banchory, for example, would find a few lines in a small 
section called "Local Intelligence" or "District News" - and even then only 
rarely - this despite the fact that there were several newspapers in the city. 
Even a "local" newspaper like the Stonehaven Journal gave little space to any 
Banchory news - and even less to cricket! 

However, two entries in 1867 reveal the following: "Patrick Davidson, 
Esq. of Inchmarlo, has kindly consented to become patron of the Banchory 
Cricket Club, and has forwarded a handsome donation towards the funds" 
(6.6.67). This rather brief piece of information perhaps indicates that the Cricket 
Club was now becoming a self-respecting institution seeking patronage from 
the local gentry. A week later appeared a report of a match: "On Saturday last a 
match at cricket took place between the Banchory Cricket Club and 'St. 
Palladius' Cricket Club (Auchienblae). The Banchory Club won the ‘toss’ and 
sent their opponents to the bat who succeeded in running up ascore of 107. 
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Banchory then took the bat, but was not so fortunate, scoring only 43, 
consequently they had to follow their innings and were very quickly put out for 10 
runs - leaving the Auchienblae Club victors by one innings and 54 runs". 
(15.6.67). (Along way to go by horse and cart for such a trouncing!) 

The next relevant entry in the Stonehaven Journal reveals that there 
were in fact two Cricket Clubs in Banchory: "Sir James H. Burnett, Bart of Leys 
and Crathes, has kindly consented to become patron of ‘The Blossom Cricket 
Club' and has forwarded £2 as a donation to its funds. "The Blossom’ although 
lately started, has in several friendly matches with the old-established 
‘Banchory' Club shown that it is not far behind, and bids fair to be a powerful 
rival." This Club, in fact, played Aboyne in a friendly and won! [Blossom 92 
(Extras 30, J. Brown 14) and 92 (J. Fraser 37 not out, W. Laing 22) Aboyne 71 
and 52]. (29.7.69). 

‘Blossom’, however, despite the hopes of the reporter, flowered for only a 

short while but, as the next entry shows, Banchory boasted a THIRD Cricket 
Club: 
"The 2nd XI of the Banchory Cricket Club had a match on Wednesday evening 
last week with their neighbours, the Star Cricket Club. This celestial body was 
distinguished by the brilliant sky-blue garments and starry head-dress of its 
members, but, like other stars, they have been dazzled for a time, not 
extinguished, by stronger lights". 


(Tat 72) 
The scores were: Banchory C.C. 2nd XI 32 siar'GrCiy 29 
and 49 and 26 
81 35 


A fourth Cricket Club is mentioned, albeit briefly, in the Stonehaven 
Journal dated 19th June 1873 - St. Ternan's Cricket Club. How could a village, 
the size of Banchory, support a possible four cricket clubs? The answer to this is 
really quite simple. The population of Banchory-Ternan was, as we have seen, 
2,240 in 1841. In 1871 this had increased to 2,875 and by 1881 it was 3,065. The 
arrival of the railway had helped to attract more work to the community in the 
form of a railway works, as well as shops and hotels to accommodate the influx 
of tourists that came with the trains. Despite this the lives of the above Clubs 
were all too brief: St. Ternan's Cricket Club is only mentioned the once; Star 
Cricket Club twinkled once more in 1876; Blossom Cricket Club is mentioned in 
1880 and never again. 


A report of a match in the Stonehaven Journal on 5th August 1872 
provides a clue to the demise of the above. This was a game played between 
Stonehaven Thistle Cricket Club and Banchory and a full score-card was 
provided. Amongst the Banchory names are J. Brown and W. Laing who figured 
largely in the game mentioned earlier between Banchory Blossom and Aboyne. 
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Perhaps, then, these other Clubs weren't true rivals to the main 
Banchory Cricket Club but off-shoots, as it were, and the main Club was a kind 
of Banchory select. We shall never know. The scores in the above first recorded 
Kincardineshire derby, by the way, were: Stonehaven 54 and 71; Banchory 39 
and 41. Of the forty wickets to fall 25 were bowled, which perhaps reveals a lot 
about the kind of wickets that were played on in the 1870's! A footnote to this 
report adds: "Refreshments were liberally provided by the Banchory Club, and 
Captain Fisher, Inchmarlo Cottage, kindly invited the whole of the players to 
partake of a glass of wine at the conclusion of the game". 

Cricket on Deeside must have been in its hey-day in the 1870's if an 
entry in the "Aberdeen Free Press" of 8th May, 1878, is anything to go by for it 
mentions the fact that Kincardine O'Neil Cricket Club was "in a flourishing 
condition". Later games attest to the fact that there were cricket clubs in Echt 
(1882), Torphins (1887) and a cricket ground at Potarch. Cricket reports about 
Banchory Cricket Club at this time, though few and far between, tend to be 
unanimous in the way they bemoan the state of the wicket at Banchory: "the 
ground was in very bad condition for good cricket" (1879); the field outside the 
pitch showed signs of a bountiful crop of hay, which accounted for the small 
score on both sides" (1880), "..... played on dreadful ground, being only a few 
sods of grass on the Market Stance two or three weeks ago" (1883). The 
Market Stance, mentioned in the last excerpt, was in fact the home of 
Banchory Cricket Club until 1889 when the Burnett Park became the Club's 
permanent ground and has remained so to this day. 

What exactly was the Market Stance like as a cricket ground? Arthur F. 
Paterson, who lived at Birkwood on the South Deeside Road, wrote, but never 
published, an invaluable essay called 'Cricket of Yore' containing the player's 
own cricketing reminiscences. Paterson, himself, played for the Club between 
1890 and 1905 and was Captain for most of that time, and as a prominent and 
well educated member of Banchory society he helped to shed a strong light on 
the dim past of his own Cricket Club. 

His "Reminiscences by an old-timer" written in the 1920's help to 
account for the lack of information, within the Club itself, concerning its own 
history. His piece begins: "Had the cricket records of Banchory not fallen a victim 

to drunken tramps who, during the war years 1914 - 1918, burnt down our 
pavilion, | might have produced indisputable evidence to show that it was a real 
old-time Cricket Club, whereas | can now only speak from memory, based upon 
the frequent boastings of a Janitor Secretary that this Club was founded in 1860. 
And it is possible because in the early eighties it was flourishing at the Market 
Hillock". 

We have since found out, of course, that the Club is older than even 
Paterson suggests, but he isn't far wrong. The Market Hillock (where the present 
Silverbank Estate now is), he continues, "was a quite remarkable pitch, hemmed 
in on one side by a series of wooden sheds that made cricket a novelty, and 
accurate placing between them an essential to success. Wild hits were well- 
fielded by the huts, and sometimes a lucky catch was made off a roof. Indeed it 
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was merry cricket of the real old village green type where all sorts and sizes and 
conditions met. "And", he goes on, "it was a distinctly popular pitch with Aberdeen 
teams, perhaps less for its uniqueness as a cricket pitch than for the close 
proximity of the sheds which furnished shelter and refreshment of the old-time 
hilarious variety". 

If frequent publication of results is an indication of a flourishing Cricket Club 
then Banchory Cricket Club took off in the 1880's. This isn't really surprising since 
Banchory, itself, was flourishing. William Black (1841 - 98), a novelist of the 
Kailyard School, set part of his novel 'Briseis' in a place called 'Sanchory' which he 
described as "a quiet and still little hamlet, with one large and wide main 
thoroughfare, a straggling row of houses on each side of the spacious street, an 
inn, a church, and a number of small villas scattered about among gardens" - a 
thinly disguised picture of Banchory in the 1870's. The guide to Banchory called 
"Banchory Today", published in 1914, mentions how "the present town has been 
built almost entirely within the past half century, most of it within the last twenty-five 
years". The transformation is obvious: the railway, as we have seen, arrived in 
1853; the Town Hall was built in 1872; the town became a Police Burgh in 1885 and 
the main water and sewage system was inaugurated in 1887. 

1881 saw no cricket reporting of any kind, but in the following year there 
was an almost weekly report. The Club was obviously having difficulty with the 
Market Stance ground because on two occasions cricket matches were played in 
strange surroundings: on 3rd June, 1882, the Club played, and defeated, the 
Great North of Scotland Railway Team "at Crathes on ground kindly granted for the 
occasion by Sir Robert Burnett"; similarly on 1st July the Club defeated 
Stonehaven (46 to 28) "in a field in front of Blackhall Castle, but was miserably poor 
owing to the softness of the ground, the grass having been only cut that morning". 

On wickets such as these, of course, high scores were extremely rare. 
One game played in 1882 does stand out, however, and this was played at Aboyne 
against a side calling itself 'Viscount Ednam's Aboyne Castle XI’. 

The score-card reads- 


Viscount Ednam's X| 


R. Moncreffe b. Duffus 103 


H. R. Fuller ct. Westland b. Duffus 4 
A. F. Payne STPD. Grove b. Duffus 90 
Viscount Ednam ct. Stewart b.Smart 9 
J. Gittens ct. Duffus b.Smart 1 
W. Clifford ct. Smart b. Duffus 7 
O. Andrews b. Duffus 4 
Hon. R.A. Ward NOT OUT 
A. Howard b. Duffus 11 
A. Jessup b. Duffus 0 
P. Nulty ct. Stewart RUN OUT 13 
Extras 0 
wero 
240 
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Banchory 


J.B. Smart b. Payne 9 
A. Lumsden b. Payne 8 
T. Davidson b. Moncreffe 0 
A. Duffus NOT OUT 12 
A. Westland ct. Payne b. Moncreffe 0 
A. Berry b. Moncreffe 1 

Extras até 

of 107.5 


Banchory must have been a well established Club to play a side of such 
calibre, and also "the ground was visited by a considerable number of visitors, 
amongst whom we observed the Earl and Countess of Dudley, the Bishop of St. 
Albans, Lady Edith Ward ... and both (Moncreffe and Payne) handled the willow to 
the admiration of the numerous onlookers". 1883 also saw one of Banchory's 
lowest-ever scores - an eight-man side amassing a total of 9 runs against 
Caledonian who replied with 119. 

The early 1880's saw some illustrious names emerging for Banchory: 
John (J.W.) Stuart, whose quick bowling was often described as "very 
destructive" or "most effective"; and the Lumsden brothers: Alfred and P.J.. 1885 
saw the first recorded match between the Deeside Club and Aberdeenshire at the 
Holburn ground - a game described as "a very unequal match": 'Shire scoring 151 
to Banchory's 45 and 36! Realising, perhaps, how unequal many of these 
matches were the country side often had guest 'Shire players - such as W. H. 
Baird and J. Williams, "one of Aberdeenshire's cracks". An entry in the "Aberdeen 
Free Press" for 1887 gives evidence of yet another club in Banchory - called 
"Deeside Wanderers" - but this was obviously a Deeside Select. In a game 
against 'Shire on 28th May they recorded a famous win: skittling ‘Shire for 40, the 
Deeside team scored 64 in reply, Banchory's A.S. Cook "batting in capital style, 
hitting out with great freedom" for his 35. 

A match played between Aberdeen Medicals and Banchory on 18th 
August, 1888 is important for one reason only - it was the last recorded match to 
be played at the infamous Market Hillock. The first entry for 1889 reads: "This 
match (between Aboyne and Banchory) was played at Banchory in the Burnett 
Park". What was the background to this move? 

The need for a public park was felt as far back as the mid-1870's - a letter in 
'The Daily Free Press’ of 3.4.1877 headed 'Banchory Cricket Ground’ mentions 
‘the necessity in Banchory for a public park’ and praises Provost Davidson and the 
Dean of Guild Burness "for the very energetic manner in which they have taken up 
the subject". At this point the future of the Cricket Club is linked with that of the 
Curling Club because there was an important need to find a park, which could 
contain.a skating pond. Sir Robert Burnett of Crathes had offered two possible 
sites. The Town Council Minutes of 21.1.1881 clarifies this ".... a place a little to the 
east of farm of Tillynarb had been pointed out for a Pond, and likely to cost much 
less money than the proposed Kinnesky Road ..... but it was partly on 
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Banchory Lodge Estate, and partly on Estate of Leys". Various deputations were 
made to Sir Robert and a Committee was formed to meet him in person - this they 
did and a public meeting was called for 28th February, 1883. The result of this 
meeting is not known, but it appears that by 1885 Sir Robert was more definite 
concerning his offer of lands, for a Committee was formed by the Town Council 
"to co-operate with the Curling and Cricket Clubs". The next relevant entry in the 
Town Council Minutes is for 31st January, 1887. It reads: "A Meeting of Town 
Council was held this evening for the purpose of electing five of their number to 
act as Trustees (along with Commissioners and outsiders) of the new Burnett 
Park". Clearly, by this time, the site was settled and presumably during 1887 and 
1888 it was being cleared and prepared for public use. 

The beauty of the Park is best summarised by James Coutts in his 
"Dictionary of Deeside" (1899): "There is a public park some distance to the west, 
presented to the burgh in 1887 by the late Sir Robert Burnett, which possesses a 
border of heather and birch, such as probably no other burgh park can equal”. 

1989, therefore, marked the centenary of Banchory Cricket Ciub's first 
game in its new, picturesque home. 
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Part 2 - 1887 - 1906 - Burnett Park 


According to the 'People's Journal’ of Saturday, 6th August, 1887 the 
previous Wednesday (3rd August) "will be reckoned as a memorable epoch in the 
history of Banchory" because on that day both the Water Works and the Burnett 
Park were officially opened. Up to this point, of course, this "thriving burgh" could 
neither boast of a public park nor of a public water system. 

The festivities were conducted "in glorious weather" and every building in 
the town "was gaily decorated with flags and other bunting". The events of the 
day began at 10.00 a.m. with an enormous procession along the High Street from 
the East Church and up Mount Street to the Water Works. Heading the cavalcade 
were 500 local school children followed by a band; then came 135 members of 
Banchory Temperance Society, 40 to 50 Oddfellows, "and after them came the 
members of the Banchory Cricket Club and the St. Ternan Lodge of 
Freemasons". The next section of the procession was headed by the police, 
followed by the Burnett Park Committee, the Town Council and burgesses and 
the various trades of Banchory (some in 'lorries'). The general public followed on 
behind. 

At 11.40 the various parties arrived at the lower reservoir in Mount Street, 
at which point the Water Works was inaugurated by Mrs. Bisset, wife of the Chief 
Magistrate of the burgh. Previously, residents got their water from the various 
wells scattered through the burgh - now, at a cost of £4,000, water was pumped 
across the Dee from five miles south on the Hill of Kerloch. 

With the speeches over, the march reformed and the same company, in 
the same order, then moved aiong Burnett Road, Corsee Hill and the High Street 
to the Burnett Park. The 16 acres of park, gifted by Sir Robert Burnett,were 
designed by Messrs. Walker and Beattie, surveyors, Aberdeen, and was in the 
process of being laid out by Messrs. Marshall & Co., Aberdeen. Sir Robert, in his 
speech, explained that "the giving of the Park ..... was not in the nature of a gift, 
but more in the nature of a contract or bargain" - in other words the land was 
freely donated on the understanding that the people themselves were 
responsible for its lay-out and upkeep 

When the "proceedings concluded" Mr. Bisset "entertained a company to 
luncheon in the Burnett Arms Hotel". In the afternoon a Bazaar was opened in the 
Town Hall "to defray the cost of laying out the park" - £500 was raisedand £600 
the following day. 

That evening Banchory's night-sky was "brilliantly illuminated" by a 
celebratory fireworks display, which was "conducted without the slightest hitch". 

The laying out of the Burnett Park clearly took some time because, as we 
shall see, the park wasn't officially opened for cricket until 1890 - a gap of nearly 
three years, 

Banchory Cricket Club's first recorded match (29th June, 1889) at the 
new Burnett Park was hardly an illustrious affair - nor could it have been a 
particularly long game - but it was certainly exciting. Aboyne batted first, scoring 
37, but Banchory's reply fell short by one run! The pleasant rivalry which exists 
between the two Kincardineshire clubs Banchory and Stonehaven (and still 
exists today) has produced some fascinating matches and performances. 
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Kincardineshire Cricket Club, which has existed sporadically over the years, 
used to contain players from both sides, though the Stonehaven contingent 
seemed far more experienced. A. L. Wood of Stonehaven, for example, also 
played for Aberdeenshire and three times for Scotland - he was also Secretary of 
Kincardineshire Cricket Club. Arthur Paterson, however, in his "Reminiscences" 
mentions that "(b)ut for his temperament A. L. W. would have made 
Kincardineshire a hard nut to crack. As it was, in my day, | don't think we ever won 
one match in our annual encounters with Aberdeenshire". Despite this lack of the 
killer instinct A. L. Wood helped Stonehaven win many matches against their 
Deeside rivals. In one such game, in 1889, Stonehaven batted first and scored 
107, 43 of which were credited toA. L. Wood. Banchory, despite having the help of 
'Shire's J. Williams, were all out for 50, the red-faced Mr. Williams being "out for 
nothing"! 

1890 emerges as an important year in the history of the Club for several 

reasons: firstly on 1st June, 1890, the Burnett Park was officially opened with a 

match against Aberdeenshire Wanderers. The Stonehaven Journal reads: - 


"The new ground of the Banchory Cricket Club in the Burnett Park was 
opened last week with a match between the above Clubs. The Aberdeen Captain 
won the toss, and elected to take the field. The Banchory ran up a score of 101, of 
which Captain Wood had 41, and H. F. Caldwell, of the Lasswade Club, who is 
living in the district, 21. The most successful bowler for the strangers was T. 
Bayne, who had six wickets for 24 runs. The Wanderers then began their innings 
but were quickly disposed of for 47, J. Williams being top scorer with 18. The 
bowlers were Captain Wood, who had four wickets for 26 runs, and J. W. Stuart, 
who had four for 2!. Aluncheon was held in the Burnett Arms, at which successto 
the new ground was proposed by the Aberdeen Captain, and replied to by 
Captain Mitchell, Captain of the Banchory Club. The pitch was a little spongy, but 
promises well". 


Three weeks later the Stonehaven paper reported a serious dispute in 
Banchory. The article was headed "ROW ABOUT THE CRICKET GROUND". It 
seems that a public meeting was called "to protest against the Banchory Cricket 
Club having the exclusive right to the cricket ground in the Burnett Park". The 
meeting was called by Mr. W. A. Durward, shoemaker, "from a sense of public 
duty" in the belief that the Park Committee "had no right" giving the Cricket Club 
"sole right to the cricket ground". It was, by all accounts, an extremely stormy 
meeting (there was a lot of "hooting, groaning and stamping of feet") which ended 
in "a scene of indescribable confusion ..... lasting for over an hour, and the 
meeting broke up in wildest disorder". 

The dispute appears to have died a death for no more mention of the 
controversy appears in print again. 

The North Cricket Annual of 1890 provides a list of all North-East cricket 
clubs and against Banchory's name is the following information: "Colours, red, 
yellow and black stripes", a format the Club re-adopted in 1982. The extract 
continues: "Captain, Charles Michel (sic), the Parsonage; Vice-Captain, 
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J. W. Stuart, N. of S. Bank; Secretary, William Stewart, solicitor, High Street. 
Number of members, 45". The last extant Cricket Annual, of 1891-2, mentioned in 
the introduction, lists the first averages of the Club, albeit batting only: - 


Innings N.O Total AV. 
Alex Gray ) 2 83 11.8 
Capt. Mitchell 8 3 56 T1i2 
W. W. Sinclair r é 2 40 8.0 
J. M. Bridgeford 11 3 48° 6.0 
G. H. Davidson 5 1 ZS oar 
Norman Leslie Pe: - 58 4.4 
J.P. Duncan 10 1 33 3.6 
J. W. Stuart 10 1 29 Sy 
Under 5 Innings 
Richard Grove 4 1 59 19.6 
T. Todd 4 5 38 9.5 


The bowling averages would have certainly revealed how dominant bowlers 
were (and still are!) on typical Banchory wickets. J. W. Stuart in 1890, for example, 
reduced McKinnon's Engineers to a total of 14, taking 8 for 6. Always, bowling 
performances catch the eye and half-centuries, if they occurred at all, were as 
rare as good batting surfaces. Matches at this time often went to more than one 
innings and were played to a time limit, though what this was is speculation. 

1890 saw a full fixture list for the Club and each club at this time would 
advertise ‘open dates' in the local papers so that other clubs could arrange 
friendlies. An interesting game took place on 12th June, 1890 between the 
Banchory Cricket Club "and the old hands" in which "underhand bowling was the 
order of the day" and it mustn't be forgotten that at this time underhand bowling 
(and lob bowling) was still being practised - in 1891, forexample, ina game against 
Culter, Richard Grove had scored 52 when he "was bowled off his pad with an 
underhander’” 

Judging from the early photographs, equipment in the 19th Century seemed 
a little primitive. A. F. Paterson, who began playing for the Club in 1890, attests to 
the fact that "the average Club bat in my day had little spring in it. | won the only 
prize bat offered in Banchory for a long period of years and couldn't use it because 
itstung so". 

1891 saw another remarkable bowling performance - this time against 
Banchory when Morley Brown took 8 for 9 in Banchory's total of 31. Mannofield 
then scored 105. Morley Brown, in fact, was one of the great characters of North- 
East cricket whom Paterson called "one of the best amateur spin bowlers of my 
day" but who, Paterson suggests, didn't take his cricket seriously enough. 

Despite being now firmly established at the Burnett Park, the Cricket Club 
still, however, had no proper changing facilities. Because of this, at the Annual 
General Meeting of 17" March, 1892, "a Committee was .....elected and plans 
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submitted for the erection of a handsome pavilion near the pitch in the Burnett 
Park. The pavilion is to be completed by 2nd May, on which date the Club play 
Aberdeenshire Wanderers". For some unknown reason the pavilion was not 
completed in time (and for all we know never got beyond the drawing board) for the 
Club didn't, in fact, play Aberdeenshire Wanderers until 11° July and an entry for 
the following year in the Stonehaven Journal for April 13th, 1893, simply says "the 
pavilion would be erected very soon". One noteworthy match in 1892 (July 1°) saw, 
according to A. F. Paterson, "the best innings | ever saw played in the Burnett 
Park". Out of a total of 126 for 3A. L. Wood of Stonehaven scored an unbeaten 73, 
a huge score even by the standards of the time. Needless to say, the home side 
lost. 


1893 saw some remarkable performances too. The home side skittled 
University Wanderers for 45, thanks to another match-winning performance of 7- 
22 by their guest Morley Brown of Aberdeenshire. According to "Aberdeenshire 
Cricket Club - 125 Years" W. S. Brown (called Morley) ..... "Waste: the most 
Senior ..... of the three of the greatest all-rounders the club (Aberdeenshire) has 
had. The zenith of Brown's career (was) 1893 (when) he topped the batting 
averages for the fourth time and ..... captured 82 wickets". Later in the season 
Banchory's own W. Todd (of Todd's Cycle Stores in the village - see advert at the 
front of the book) scored an unbeaten 70 against Aboyne; and A. F. Paterson, 
himself, took centre stage when, in reply to Banchory's paltry 43, he helped 
dismiss Kittybrewster Mechanics for 24 taking 7 for 9. At one point the Mechanics 
were 20 for 4 until there were "six successive ducks". In another memorabie 
match that season Stonehaven's remarkable A. L. Wood claimed nine Banchory 
scalps for 20 runs. 

And on 14th December that year "the first ball of the Banchory Cricket 
Club was held in the Town Hall. There were between 50 and 60 couples present 
mA (and) Mr. J. Bridgeford (Tailor and Clothier, Dee Street) discharged the duties 
of M.C.". At that ball W. Todd was presented with "the bat for the best batting 
average - 17.8" which partly destroys whatA.F.P. said a little earlier. Photographs 
of around this time prove the existence of a rather handsome pavilion and so we 
must assume the said building, despite mysterious teething difficulties, was finally 
completed, possibly by 1894. This was the pavilion which, according to A. F. 
Paterson, met its fate along with the Club's invaluable records, when tramps 
burned it to the ground during the First World War. 

1894 saw only one match worthy of comment. Playing Aberdeenshire, the 
Deesiders were 54 for 9 when a remarkable last wicket partnership of 30 by R. W. 
Allan and the present Captain Alexander Gray took the score to 84. This last 
wicket record for the Club lasted until it was broken by Charlie Adams and Jim 
Cocker in 1966, and more recently by John Millar and Terry Pennington (38) in 
1986. Aberdeenshire, not surprisingly, won easily. 

Players in the 1890's seemed to be much more mobile than they are today - 
some playing for several clubs in the area during their playing career. Aberdeen 
cricket was also so well reported in the local papers that there was even a section 
called "Whispers" which contained criticism, rumour and tittle-tattle. For example, 
members of a prestigious Aberdeen Club still in existence "were strictly enjoined 
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Banchory Cricket Club around 1900. 
back row 3rd left: A.F.Paterson back row 3rd right: Councillor Bridgeford 
back row 5th right: Mr Sherran 


not to laugh at recruits when practising” or "At the Links cricketers were nearly 
frozen, and spectators were very scarce" (1895). Banchory, rarely mentioned in 
this section and if at all in an uncomplimentary fashion (e.g. "Banchory offered but 
feeble resistance against Orion"), did gain one mention: "J. J. Mackenzie, the old 
Rugby enthusiast, plays for Banchory. Of course he is not new to the game, 
having been a member of Kittybrewster Mechanics some years ago. Macis arare 
sport, but he mustn't get 'Turk' when the wickets don't come". (Evening Gazette 
30.7.97). Despite his hot-headedness, J. J. Mackenzie was a powerful cricketer, 
taking 7 for 13 against H. M. Theatre (all out for 24) in 1898. Perhaps his 
histrionics were curbed that day! 

The language used in reporting cricket matches at the turn of the century 
is worthy of a brief mention because there is a quaintness about it which is now 
lost. The opposition, or the visitors, were often called the "strangers", the home 
side the "natives": instead of a captain declaring ..... "a closure was put on" or "the 
visitors then put on the closure"; a good innings was usually "capital" or "plucky"; a 
side which was heavily defeated was "fairly crushed out"; an innings was 
sometimes called "a lease of the wicket"; if a batsman was out hit wicket it was 
described as "killed wicket"! 

Press coverage of Banchory Cricket Club became very thorough 
between 1898 and 1905. Why this should have been is mere speculation, but it 
may have something to do with the Club's new Captain, A. F. Paterson himself. 
Our knowledge of who captained the Club in the early days is rather sketchy, but 
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we know that Captain Mitchell led the side in 1889, 1890 and 1891 and Alexander 
Gray in 1892, 1893 and 1894. We know A. F, Paterson was Captain from 1901-5 
and possibly James Todd was Captain at some point between 1894 and 19071. Itis 
this period (1898 - 1905) which represents the peak of Banchory Cricket Club's 
early years. In 1901, for example, we beat Aberdeenshire (71 to 64). Apart from 
the usual Saturday games, ‘fun' games also took place - for example, on 9th July, 
1899 there was "the annual cricket match between 22 'old stagers' and 11 of the 
Cricket Club (at which) there was a fair attendance of spectators". Particularly 
common as a ‘fun game' in most Clubs was the smokers vs. non-smokers match, 
or the married vs. unmarried or, occasionally, ladies vs. gentlemen - Aboyne 
Cricket Club, for example, made this a regular fixture, the ‘gentlemen’ batting with 
broom handles! 

In the Stonehaven Journal of 10th October, 1901 appeared a useful 
summary of the Club's success earlier in the season: "The Banchory Cricket Club 
have just ended a very successful season, being favoured with good weather 
throughout the summer. The membership has increased to 29, the number of 
patrons has also increased to 14. Twelve matches have been played; 9 have 
been won, 1 drawn and 2 lost. Two matches were played away from home. The 
number of runs scored by the Club is 924 for the loss of 106 wickets, while the 
number of runs scored by opponents is 764 for the loss of 115 wickets. Mr. William 
Todd, whose services Banchory regrets to lose, heads the list for batting with an 
average of 20.1, while Mr. J. J. Mackenzie leads with the highest individual score 
with 51 not out (versus Aboyne). The bowling has been very good for the season. 
Mr. Crichton leads with 36 wickets for comparatively few runs". 

The increase in membership mentioned here was helped by the building, 
in 1900, of the Nordrach-on-Dee (now Glen O'Dee) Sanatorium for eighty patients 
and, according to contemporary accounts, it was said to be "one of the foremost of 
British sanatoria". One or two doctors working in the new hospital behind the 
Burnett Park played for the Club, notably Dr. Lawson (and, to a lesser extent, Dr. 
Stewart) who scored many runs in his five year playing career and became Vice- 
President in 1903. Nordrach-in-Baden was a TB sanatorium in the Black Forest 
where the Nordrach Treatment was first used successfully. This treatment 
involved nursing the patient at complete rest in the open air until the fever had 
subsided. Dr.Lawson visited Nordrach and was instrumental in the building, and 
naming, of Banchory's new sanatorium. 

At this time Banchory Cricket Club was said to have "a fine wicket" on 
which the home side's bowling "was all over excellent". With innings scores rarely 
reaching three figures the Banchory bowlers continued to dominate the 
headlines - notably John Stuart in the 1880's, E. J. Crichton (1898 - 1906) and 
Arthur Paterson himself. Fielding, in those days, must have been something of a 
lottery with the grass often ankle-length in the outfield. Accidents to cricketers 
occasionally percolated through to the local press. On 7th August, 1902 the 
Stonehaven Journal reveals the following: - 


"Accident to a Cricketer 


In the match between Banchory and Aberdeenshire an accident, which might have had serious 
consequences, befell one of the players. Mr. J. M. Bridgeford, in scoring a run, had just arrived at the wicket 
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when the ball, returned to the wicket by a fielder, struck him with great force on the back of the head, some 
distance behind the ear. Mr. Bridgeford dropped like a log....and it was found that an ugly scar had been 
inflicted. The wound was a very nasty one about one and a half inches in length, and penetrating to the 
bone.” 


Mr. Bridgeford survived. 


1903 saw the Banchory bowlers in even more dominant form than the 
previous season. 'Rose' Cricket Club of Aberdeen came to the Burnett Park and 
were skittled for 10 runs, E. J. Crichton taking 5 for 2 and D. Gunn 5 for 5. The 
latter, according to Paterson, was one of "the best amateur spin bowlers of my 
day" (the others he mentions are Sir H. M. Gray of ‘Shire, Morley Brown of 
Aberdeensire and R. E. Heaven of Aboyne). "These men", he says, "could all 
break from leg or off, but all lacked true disguisement of pace". D. Gunn and, 
presumably, his brother, G. Gunn, figured prominently in a match against their old 
rivals Aboyne on 29th August, 1903. Aboyne were all out for 50, Crichton taking 
eight wickets to D. Gunn's two. Banchory, despite losing their openers, 
Commander Greatorex and J. Saunders, for ducks went on to amass 205 for 7, G. 
Gunn falling three short of a century and Dr. Lawson hitting 53. The Gunns, who 
were Australian, only played for two seasons. Paterson, suffering from weakening 
eyesight (he later lost the sight of one eye through iritis) played his last season for 
the Club in 1905. 

For years he was the stock No. 1 bat, but in this season his place in the 
batting list was much more erratic. Few games in 1906 were reported, and 
perhaps with 'A.F.P.' no longer at the helm (J. Lamb was possibly Captain this 
year) interest began to wane. The game played on 18th August, 1906 (Shinnie's 
Employees 106, Banchory 50) was the last reported match until 1923. Why 
should the Club have folded at this point? 

Journalistic silence, of course, doesn't necessarily mean that there was 
no cricket played at all in Banchory, but one can be 90% sure that this was so. 
One can only speculate as to the reasons: the first is that with the demise of A. F. 
Paterson (who must have been the driving force of the Club for nearly fifteen 
years) the Club lacked the leadership to carry on; a second reason, and certainly 
not an insignificant one, is that the golf course was completed in 1905 and may 
have provided an easier and more accessible sporting temptation to potential 
young cricketers (as it has to this day!); a third reason is much more speculative - 
two games reported in 1905 (against Cults and Ballater) were reported as 
Deeside League matches. Up to this point all Banchory's matches were friendlies 
(and mostly, as we have seen, at home) and perhaps the arrival of matches of a 
more competitive nature helped to create disharmony within the Club. Perhaps it 
was a combination of all three. It is unlikely we will ever know. Rather oddly, A. F. 
Paterson, in his reminiscences, neither mentions nor gives any hint regarding the 
supposed ‘death’ of the Club. 

Before we leave this fascinating era in the Club's history perhaps we 
ought to return to Mr. Paterson's invaluable piece of writing, “Reminiscences of 
an Oid-Timer’”. His piece is full of interesting stories and one concerns the Club's 
annual encounter with Aberdeenshire. It seems that in those days Banchory 
bowlers had the curious habit of offering the first batsman a trial ball. On this 
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occasion Dr. Christie, 'Shire's opening bat, retorted: "A trial ball? Who ever heard 
of such a thing? Certainly not!" Result - out first ball! 

The best fast bowler Paterson faced was W. Webster of Aberdeenshire 
(who once scored 128 not out out of 196 for 4 against Kincardineshire), and the 
only spin bowler who disguised his pace ("the chief destructive factor in 
bowling") "was an English professional (E. Maxwell) | played against at Aboyne 
(who) was a guest of the Heavens (of Birse Castle) during one of their 
entertaining cricket weeks". Paterson studied this man's action on his lawn and 
became a better spin bowler as a result. 

By far his best story is as follows: 


One day | was sitting alone in our pavilion watching, with the anxious eyes of a Captain, the Banchory tail 
facing the bowling. Suddenly a little man walked in and sat down beside me. Abruptly he enquired 
"What's come o' the Postie? | never hear tell of him now. He was a rare 'un was the 'Postie’. What's come 
of him?" "Postman?" | said; "| can't remember a postman ever playing for Banchory". "Tyach!" he 
retorted irritably, "| dinna mean a postman. | dinna suppose he was a postman, but we just ca'd him t he 
‘Postie' because he was sic a stiff'un” 

Thereafter he spun me a yarn that | listened to reluctantly. | had no interest in this "Postie". | had never 
heard his name mentioned. He did not exist in our annals. 

Disappointed and aggrieved he left as abruptly as he had entered, muttering "What's come of 
him, | wonder? I'd have liked fine to see the 'Postie' again. He was a rare ‘un was the 'Postie. 

| watched the little fellow out of sight. And then the past came back to me like a flash of 
sunlight. | rose up to chase after him. Shall 1? - yes? - no? - and | didn't; and perhaps it was better not to? 
Think it over for yourselves. 

Not long afterwards | read with a pang of regret that he was dead. This little man (in his turn 
nicknamed "Pintie") renowned in Aberdeenshire cricket history, the hero of many country fights had kept 
a warm spot in his heart through all the long years for the "Postie" - the player at the very bottom of the 
ladder! | thought it then, and | think it now, rather wonderful, and | have often and often wished that | had 
been able to thank him for his long, long thought. But it wasn't to be. 

It happened this way. Somewhere, | should think, about 1891 we were assembled at 
Mannofield and were a man short. Our skipper, "Solly", liked a dram, and "Pintie" liked a pint, so they got 
together and had one. "Pintie" had been left out of the team so "Solly" applied for his help. The 'Shire 
were dubious as his bowling quality was in the region of Larwood's, but they allowed it on condition that 
he did not bowl. 

This cowardice, as he called it, inflamed "Pintie" and he was quite intemperate about it. 
However, there it was. In our opinion it was a generous action on the part of the 'Shire because this little 
man was a fierce smiter and might easily turn the scales with his bat. 

The ‘Shire took first innings and only made a fair score. Then Banchory batted -and not too 
well. Things were far from cheerful when "Pintle", fully primed by "Solly", came in. He was in great form, 
but no one stayed with him. | was last man, and the fiery batsman met me half way down. "Look here, old 
chap", he said, "don't you mind the runs: you just stick in and I'll make 'em". "Right o!" | said cheerfully, for 
such a situation suited me to the nines. He apologised, being a sportsman, but in my case it was quite 
unnecessary. | was fitted for that, and only for that - and knewit. 

And so the game went on, fast and furious. "Pintie" smacked everything with prodigious 
strength, and | stuck it. His anxiety at the other end was most apparent: his relief when he again got the 
bowling, intense. It was great fun. Nothing in life could be better! We had, | think, required about forty 
runs to win, and if he didn't knock them all off it must have been a near thing. Who got out, and who won | 
have forgotten, and | think "Pintie" had, also. But it doesn't matter - it was a great game, though | made 
nothing. And better still - the gallant, although misguided, little sportsman remembered me. 


The "Postie” 
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Part 3 - 1919 - 1939 - The Deeside League 


Much of this history involves fairly intricate detective work and 
speculation, and an interesting example of this concerns the re-formation of the 
Club after the First World War. The Club, not so long ago, was kindly given an 
almost complete run of score-books from 1924 until 1939 which were in the 
possession of the Douglas family; we also knew that the last pavilion had been 
built in 1923, so it might have been safe to assume that the Club re-formed in 
1924. The present writer, however, discovered, in the British Newspaper Library 
in Colinton, London, evidence of two games played in 1923: the first, a narrow 
win against Stonehaven (35 to 32, in which Douglas Leahy took 6 for 11)); the 
second, a trouncing of Mugiemoss (64 to 29). Why only two games? Could 1923 
have been a 'try-out' year before the Club joined the recently formed Deeside 
and District Cricket League in 1924? 

This was the theory, anyway, based on the scant evidence at the Club's 
disposal. As it happens the theory is very close to the truth - in 1986 the Club was 
also given (once again through the Douglas family and the good offices of Eddie 
Young) a complete set of Minutes from 1919 to 1939 which not only confirms the 
above but reveals that Banchory Cricket Club actually formed the Deeside 
League. 

The Club's revival began in the Town Hall on 11" June, 1919 when a 
meeting was held in the Committee Room with a view to re-forming the Club. 
The Club was "to be open to all wether (sic) discharged emobilised (sic) soldiers 
or otherwise". There were fifteen members present and the office-bearers were: 
A. F. Paterson (President), Bill Hendry (Captain), George Easton (Vice- 
Captain), J. Lunan (Secretary/Treasurer). By the following year, however, there 
were only six members and it doesn't look as if the Club really got off the ground. 
A Minute for 4th July, 1922 confirms this: "It was decided to start the Club again, 
this year mainly for the purpose of practice and getting a team together" and by 
now there was much more commitment because later that year, in October, 
there was a meeting agreeing to "turfing the pitch" at a total cost of £10 11s. 6d. 

At the A.GM. of 13th March, 1923 Stewart Brown was elected 
groundsman and, more importantly, "Mr. Lamb proposed the formation of a 
Deeside League on the knockout system" and it was agreed to sound out the 
other local clubs. By April of that year the new football pavilion at the Burnett Park 
had been built and the Cricket Club was allowed to use it jointly. 


At the A.G.M. on 22nd January, 1924, John Lamb and Douglas Leahy 
were assigned as the Banchory representatives to meet representatives from 
Aboyne Cricket Club regarding the forming of, and discussing the rules for, the 
Deeside League - and the playing of fixtures. So, 1923 was a 'try-out' year and 
1924 was the Club's first full season because in that year the Deeside League 
was formed - the 'pigeon’ of John Lamb. Speculation becomes fact. 

When the Club started playing again seventeen years after its 
mysterious ‘disappearance’ there were only three men who had played in the 
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1900's: John Lamb, the boot and shoe maker and effective all-rounder, who 
began playing for the Club in 1902 and would continue to do so until 1933; A. F. 
Paterson, who helped to re-form the Club after the Great War and became 
President; the third of the triumvirate was Bill Hendry, who began playing in 
1905 (after being scorer as a youngster) and continued until 1934. Hendry's 
importance in the history of the Club cannot be stressed too much since he also 
helped to re-form the Club after the Second World War! 

As A. F. Paterson noted, the Club's most immediate loss was the 
burning down of the pavilion in the war years, but this, as we have seen, was 
soon rectified. Amore chronic problem, however, was the Burnett Park square: 
the turfing of the pitch, agreed to in 1922, if it ever took place, was not a success 
so a meeting in early 1924 agreed to the "relaying of the pitch by a Mr. Christie 
of Blackhall" for the princely sum of £18. Matters were so serious by 1928, 
however, that all matches had to be played away from home because the 
Burnett Park was "under repair". By the 1930's the Park was back to normal: in 
1931 Freddie Anderson was put "in charge of ground and gear" and in 1933 the 
golf course donated an old horse-mower to the Club and an old car had to be 
found to pull it! Sandy Thomson, in fact, learned to drive by cutting the wicket. 
Throughout the 20's and 30's, by the way, the rent of the Burnett Park was £2 a 
year - and weekly teas, from the Dee Valley Tea Rooms, were |/- each. 

The Deeside League seems to have been an unqualified success 
throughout the decade and a half before the Second World War. Why was this? 
Of what did it consist? 

The League comprised home and away games against three local sides: 
Aboyne, Alford and Banchory. The League lasted extremely successfully until 
1939 and one could easily be forgiven into thinking that this was some kind of 
amateurish, uncompetitive and disorganised affair, but the ‘Conditions and 
Laws' issued to every member gives the opposite impression. There was a 
President, a Secretary and a Committee consisting of "two delegates from each 
Club". A win counted as two points, a draw one point and a tie had to be 
replayed. Each game lasted four hours starting at 3.00 p.m. Each club also had 
to pay an affiliation fee of 12/6. The trophy for which the teams competed was 
called "The Rhu-na-Haven Challenge Cup" (all trace of which has now 
disappeared). This Cup, a handsome trophy as photographs attest, is partly 
resurrected in the form of "The Rhu-na-Haven Shield", competed for by local 
clubs since 1958. Apart from the normal rules of cricket, there were 17 
‘Conditions’ by which players had to abide, including rules about being resident 
in one's local district. These clubs could, of course, have joined the Aberdeen 
Grades Association but a competitive league, which allowed teams to play 
many friendlies as well, was much more attractive. Both George Middleton of 
Aboyne and Freddie Anderson of Banchory agree on the "friendly rivalry" of 
these games. It was also a tradition of the League that the winning side would 
play "The Rest" at the end of the season, a team consisting of selected players 
from the other three sides. And a league like this was much more viable now 
that the motorcar was beginning to appear on Deeside in the 1920's. 
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There were problems, of course. The wickets were generally "pretty 
awful", particularly the outfield, and there are many stories about Banchory's 
method of cutting the wicket - using an old car pulling a mower! The Banchory 
wicket, relaid after the war, could only be played in a north/south direction and 
suffered from severe mole trouble. The pitch, too, was nine inches higher than 
the outfield! 

The averages for that year give proof of domination by the bowlers: in 
fifteen matches Douglas Leahy took 54 wickets at an average of 3.37, partnered 
by William Ogilvie who captured 43 wickets at an average of 3.88. Two 
remarkable performances! Leahy (pronounced 'Lee’), by all accounts was an 
interesting character - a charming flashy, flamboyant Englishman who had a 
dental practice in the town's High Street. At night this ladies' man played 
saxophone in the local band. He, like Ogilvie, was a medium pace bowler. 

The batting averages for 1924 are rather paltry - Bill Hendry winning with 
an average of 14.0. The type of batsman that was probably most invaluable was 
the 'stonewaller' and no-one had a better reputation for this than John Lamb. 
1925 saw some remarkable performances. It took the home side 18.3 overs to 
dismiss an Aberdeen side, Barry, Henry XI, for 9 runs, Leahy taking 7 for 4. 
Banchory then went on to score 121 for 4 with Ogilvie (winning the batting 
averages in this his last season) scoring an unbeaten 58. 1925 also saw the start 
of a traditional home and away fixture against the Royal Mental Hospital in 
Aberdeen. The Banchory players were warned about associating with the 
patients, but in fact the Hospital side was an extremely strong one with the names 
ofA. Baird and Dr. Annandale outstanding. 


& 


1925, from Left, Hugh Innes (Driver), Hugh McKay, Jimmy Mann, Bill Ogilvie, 
Jim Hird, John Lamb, Jimmy Abel. 
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1926 sawA. W. Rankin, the minister's son from Durris and a slow bowler, 
win the bowling averages ahead of Leahy, but the batting averages are sad 
reading - Jimmy Abel winning with an average of 9.26! Abel was to play for the 
Club until 1939 and he was, unfortunately, blinded in the war due to an accident 
with a grenade. Abel worked in the local sawmill and was a true cricket fanatic: 
knowledgeable in all aspects of the sport, he coached the youngsters of the Club 
in his spare time. 

In amemorable Deeside League match that year, Banchory dismissed 
Ballater for 12, but it took them 21.5 overs to do it! Later in this season of painfully 
low scores, Banchory themselves were dismissed for 13 by Aboyne, whose G. 
Watson took 5 for 3 which included a hat-trick. Towards the end of that season, in 
a match between the Banchory Club and the school, the scorer has written, 
instead of the usual '0' for a duck, the following indelicacy ‘f**k all’ - so they spoke 
like that in 1926, too! Banchory won the League this year, without doing it 
convincingly. 


Banchory Cricket Club 1926 
Back row: from left: Dr. McQuillie (Umpire), A. Michie, J. Abel, G. Barton, Boy?, 
D. Strachan, L. Reid?, J. King, G. Strachan. 
Front row: W. Ogilvie, J. Hird, AMcRae, W. Hendry, J. Lamb. 
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Wicket Keeper - Stuart. Brown, Square Leg - J. Abel. 


Aboyne V Banchory at Aboyne 1920 


1927 was an important year for the Club because it saw the arrival of 
Lloyd Durward, one of the Club's most important players. George Middleton of 
Aboyne, himself described as "the best player Aboyne ever had", held the belief 
that "tame Durward and you'd win". His Proctor-like action of flailing arms was, 
by all accounts, very off-putting and he could swing the ball prodigiously but he 
was also erratic - when he was good he was devastating, when he was baad ... 
well, he was expensive. Certainly he was an invaluable all-rounder. 

This year also saw the arrival of Billy Douglas, easily the best player of the 
inter-war years. Nicknamed ‘Sonny’, Douglas was a likeable bank clerk who was 
a tremendous all-round sportsman, good at tennis, badminton as well as cricket. 
He had particularly strong wrists and there are still stories of a six he hit which 
landed in the woods behind the old pavilion. By all accounts he strongly 
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resembled a smaller lan Botham and batted with the same devil-my-care 
attitude: very much hit or miss. He was also a specialist cover point. The decade 
of Billy Douglas, though, was to be the 30's. 

Bill Hendry, himself, was also a capable all-rounder. Freddie Anderson 
tells an amusing story, told to him by Hendry, of a League match played at 
Ballater. The Ballater wicket keeper, who was a porter at Ballater Station, came 
in to bat and either Lloyd Durward or Jimmy Abel bowled a ball, which hit this 
poor chap in the chest and pole-axed him. Rushing to him, they asked, "George, 
are you hurt?" The said player scrambled to his feet and removed a thick railway 
timetable from under his shirt. "Just knocked a corner off the 9.05!" was his reply. 
The extent to which the Club was now re-established was exemplified by a 
meeting that year in which it was proposed to go on a week's tour to Montrose, 
Perth, Edinburgh, Stirling and Glasgow. Like many tours this remained a pipe- 
dream. 

1927 saw a continuation of some remarkable bowling performances. 
Aberdeen University 2nd XI were all out for 14, Leahy taking 6 for 6. Both Leahy 
and his Captain Jimmy Abel took hat-tricks that year and Arthur Rankin took eight 
Aboyne wickets for 18 runs. Banchory were also at the other end of a good 
performance - a Mannofield XI flayed the Deeside Club's bowling in one match, 
scoring 164 for 4 in only 23.3 overs. J. M. Robertson scored 86. Banchory lost! 

In the following year, 1928, the Royal Mental Hospital fixtures provided 
the talking-point. In the first game Banchory's G. Marr (he only played in two 
games altogether) destroyed the Hospital side, taking 9 for 17 in 6.3 overs 
including a hat-trick. They were all out for 92. This must go down as the best 
bowling performance for a losing side because the visitors to Elmhill were 
dismissed for 55, A. Baird taking 7 for 33. In the return game Banchory scored a 
respectable 107 with John King scoring 39. R.M.H.'s reply was 197 for 3, Dr. J. 
S.Annandale (who played for Aberdeenshire in 1932) hitting an unbeaten 104. 

The scores for 1929 are incomplete but it seems that Alford won the League 
that year. By the end of the 1930 season Banchory were bottom of the Deeside 
League, not winning a single game. The season started off well, however, with 
Jimmy Abel taking 7 for 6 in his Club's defeat of Stonehaven. The beginning of 
the season saw the departure of another invaluable player, Jimmy Hird. The 
‘Mearns Leader' records that "Hird, whose last match this was (against Balmoral) 
went to Lockerbie to work on Castle Milk Estate". He was presented with "a silver 
mounted ebony cane" for being Secretary and Treasurer from 1927. Hird's 
departure was short-lived, however, because he returned to play for four more 
seasons: in '32, '33,'38 and '39. By 1930 Billy Douglas was beginning to make a 
name for himself and the same paper records how, in one match again North, 
(Douglas's) innings was rather spoiled by some of the younger members of the 
Banchory Team shouting vociferously at each hit". 

This Same season saw a remarkable partnership, which was not broken 
until 1987. Bankers (of Aberdeen) batted first and scored 70 for 5. At 15 for 8 
Banchory were contemplating the journey home when Freddie Anderson and 
George Cook "played the game of their lives" according to the ‘Leader’, taking 
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the score to 61 for 8 when the game ended. The 'Leader' wryly recorded that 
"when the Banchory team is weakened the better they play" - and this is still true 
today! 


George Cook John King 


The period from 1931 to 1939 represents the high point of the Club's 
achievement in the inter-war years. 1931 was to be the last for the remarkable 
Douglas Leahy whose "wonder bowling", according to the Mearns Leader, 
devastated Bankers in one of several exciting matches this season. Batting first, 
Banchory scored a paltry 25 but, thanks to Leahy's 8 for 12, the Bankers closed 
their account on 24! The deciding match in the Deeside League was between 
Banchory and Aboyne. Both sides tied on 94 and, judging by the score-book, 
there seemed to be some dispute over this game - as a result, and according to 
the League rules, the game was replayed on a neutral ground (Ballater). 
Banchory had first knock and scored 106, Jimmy Abel hitting 38 and Lloyd 
Durward 38 not out. Aboyne, 21 for 4 at one point, collapsed completely and only 
scored one more run. Abel took 5 for 12 and Durward 3 for 1. The final game, 
therefore, was between the League champions and ‘The Rest’, Banchory 
winning 87 (Bill Hendry 44) to The Rest's 43. Jimmy Abel, though he didn't win the 
bowling averages, took a remarkable 79 wickets at an average of 4.42. Only 
Andrew Johnston in 1981 has surpassed the number of wickets taken in a season 
with 88. 

For the rest of the decade captaincy was shared between Abel and 
Durward and a successful arrangement this proved to be. As a team Banchory 
travelled to and from matches by motor bus, driven by Hugh Innes and George 
Maitland, Jr. To Freddie Anderson the trips to Alford were the most memorable 
because of the renowned hospitality of the Donside team. Apart from the 
traditional tray of bradies between innings the Alford team used to see the 
Banchory team on their way by following them to the last "watering-place" on the 
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journey home- the Muggart Haugh Hotel. 


Banchory Cricket Club, Winners of Deeside League Cup 1931 
Back row: F. Anderson, G. Mennie, J. Lamb, J. Donald, J. Edgar, H. Mackay, and Stuart Brown. 
Front row: L.G. Durward, W.J. Douglas, J. Abel (Captain), W. Hendry and C.H. Dougall. 


Alistair Michie Jimmy Mann 
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The Club's wicket-keeper at this time was Stewart Brown (‘Stewartie' as 
he is affectionately remembered). Brown played rather irregularly, but he was an 
interesting character who lived in Dee Lane. He was in fact lame due to a 
motorbike accident, but this didn't prevent him delivering milk every day in his 
motorbike and sidecar! He and Freddie Anderson helped to prepare the wickets 
each week. F. W. (Freddie) Anderson gained the nickname ‘First Wicket' 
Anderson from his initials and from the fact that he tended to open the batting. He 
also doubled as wicket-keeper. After a spell working at the Banchory sawmill he 
moved to Cults and started playing for that club in 1937. In his very last game for 
Cults in 1938 (against Westburn at Duthie Park) Anderson scored an unbeaten 
96, amemorable swan-song! 

The year 1932 is highlighted by many excellent bowling performances 
and one notable batting achievement. Mention must be made of Alfred MacRae, 
a rather gruff slater who played for the Club from 1923 to 1927, and re-emerged 
in one game in 1932 for the Banchory 'Veterans' against the Club's more youthful 
players. MacRae was an excellent spinner of the ball and took many wickets in 
his short career with the Club. In this particular game MacRae took 6 for 25 in 
Banchory's total of 48. The Veterans, despite having fifteen players, were all out 
for 30, Billy Douglas taking 8 for 7! 

As if this was an omen, Banchory followed on their success of 1931 by 
winning the League again in 1932. In a pretty full season (20 matches in all) 
Banchory won all their Deeside League matches except one, against Ballater. 
And for the first time the same player topped both batting averages - Jimmy Abel. 
Aquick glimpse at some of the performances (Abel 7 for 9, George Cook 7 for 11, 
Lloyd Durward 6 for 7, J. Kenny 7 for 16, Charlie Dougalt 7 for 10) prove my 
earlier point about domination by the bowlers. However, on one of the few 
occasions when the batting side scored more than a hundred, Jimmy Abel 
scored 63 against Dunecht. In the final game of 1932, the traditional one against 
"The Rest’, the 'Rest', were dismissed for 28, Abel taking 4 for 4 and George Cook 
4 for 6. Despite Ballater's A. Busby taking 5 for 22, the League champions went 
on to make 50 for 7 with Lloyd Durward contributing 20. 

At this point one can safely say that Banchory Cricket Club had three 
outstanding players (Jimmy Abel, Billy Douglas and Lloyd Durward) but this trio 
was backed by many players who could contribute fine performances, though 
without the consistency of these three. 1933 was no exception to this: the batting 
and bowling averages were each topped by Durward, Abel and Douglas - and in 
that order! The year started promisingly when Lloyd Durward scored a half- 
century in the first game of the season, against Fisheries. But successive 
defeats by Alford put paid to any hopes of winning the Deeside League. 1933 
was the last season for two important players: John Lamb and Stewart Brown 
though the latter was to return for a few games in 1939. Billy Hendry, himself, 
would only play one more game in 1934. New players were emerging such as K. 
H. (Kenny) Patterson, who was a useful left-hander, and Gordon Mennie. 

Though the score-books for 1934 and 1935 are incomplete, it would 
appear that these years are remarkable ones, particularly for Billy Douglas. In the 
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first Deeside League game of 1934 Banchory batted first and scored 180 for 9, 82 
of which came from Douglas's bat. Thanks to 6 for 32 by Jimmy Abel Aboyne only 
reached 87. In the next game, against 2nd Grammar, Abel himself hit an 
unbeaten 63. 1934 was rapidly becoming the Year of the Bat. In the next League 
match Banchory batted first and scored 91 - the only player in that side with 
double figures was Billy Douglas with 58 not out! According to the ‘Mearns 
Leader': "Douglas had one terrific hit for six, clean over the pavilion". Very few 
players have ever done this at the Burnett Park! Douglas's performance was in in 
vain, however, because the visitors won by two wickets with W. Beverley also 
scoring 58. Toward the end of the season Douglas contributed 53 to his side's 
total of 98 against Anchorians, but this time he was on the winning side. Not to 
be outdone, Lloyd Durward also scored a half-century - 52 against Strollers. 
This season was to be Bill Hendry's last as a player. 


Banchory Cricket Club 1934 
Back row: H. Mackay, M. Manson, H. Douglas, G. Andrews, J. Ewan and P. Lennie. 
Front Row: Arnold Shepherd (Scorer), J. Stewart, L. Durward, J. Abel, W. Douglas and G. Mennie. 
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1935 began with a bang as the following shows: - 


Banchory 


L.G. Durward 
J. Ewen 

K.H. Patterson 
W. J. Douglas 
J. Abel 

M. Manson 
G. Andrew 

G. Mennie 

J. Stewart 

H. Mackay 

H. Douglas 


Aboyne 


J. R. Littlejohn 
D. G. Coutts 
G. Middleton 
C.C. Smith 
G.L. Watson 
P. Tawse 

A. Philip 

C. Robinson 
J. Chalmers 
D. Phimister 
A. Gordon 


G.L. Watson 5-67, A. Philip 3-26 


ct. Middleton 


ct. Tawse 
ct. Robinson 


ct. Robinson 
STPD Tawse 
ct. Chambers 
LBW 


LBW 
NOT OUT 


ct. Mackay 


LBW 
ct. Manson 
NOT OUT 


ct. Andrew 
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- Philip 


Philip 
Watson 


. Middleton 


Littlejohn 
Watson 
Watson 
Watson 


. Watson 


Extras 
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. Abel 


Abel 


. Patterson 


Abel 
Abel 
Abel 


. Patterson 
. Patterson 


. Patterson 
we 


Patterson 


Extras 


J. Abel 5-27, K.H. Patterson 5-25 
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According to the Mearns 
Leader, "For the first time in the history 
of Banchory Cricket Club, an individual 
century has been recorded ..... Douglas 
actually topped the hundred mark within 
the amazing time of 45 minutes. He hit 
three successive sixes, one of which 
landed resoundingly on the main 
highway”. In all, Douglas struck seven 
sixes and thirteen fours. To this day, 
Douglas's is the highest individual score 
by a Banchory player in the history of the 
Club. 

The rest of the season would seem like 
an anti-climax after this as far as 
individual performances were 
concerned but in fact Banchory went on 
to win the League. They could only do Billy Douglas 

this by beating Alford at Banchory 

in the last game - they did so,but none too ecnerercn Alford batted first and 
scored a poor 33, Jimmy Abel taking 7 for 11. At 33 for six the home side's reply 
seemed sufficient but the loss of two successive wickets made the finish exciting. 
The League winners eventually scored 42. W. Beverley of Alford took 7 Banchory 
wickets for 26. Banchory had now won the Deeside League in 1931, 1932 and 
1935. 

1936 saw the rising of a very brief star in the form of R. Horne who was to play for 
only one season. Horne was a dental assistant to Douglas Leahy and in one 
season scored 233 runs at an average of 17.9 and topped the bowling averages, 
taking 32 wickets at an average of 7.03. 1936 also saw the continued emergence 
of Banchory's batting. The second game of the season against Middleton's, a 
good side from Aberdeen, proved quite an education for the city side. Banchory 
batted first and scored 134 for 5, 85 of which was contributed by Billy Douglas 
(who else?!). Middleton's reply faltered and collapsed - from 10 for 2 they 
became 10 for 8 and were finally all out for 12. R. Horne took 4 for 3 and Jimmy 
Abel 3 for 5. Fine performances were not by any means confined to the Banchory 
side - in the first Deeside League game of the season against Aboyne, Banchory 
scored an impressive 123, but still lost by eight wickets thanks to an unbeaten 70 
by Aboyne's star player, George Middleton. In fact Banchory reserved some of 
their worst performances for the Deeside League - for example, chasing 
Ballater's 91, they were 34 for 1 and then collapsed to 40 all out. 

Meanwhile, in the Bon-Accord Cup, Banchory had reached the semi-final 
and travelled to Duthie Park to play Westburn. Banchory batted first and 
amassed an invincible 194 for 8, thanks to 52 from Horne, 49 from Douglas and 
38 from Durward. Westburn were 20 for 4 when bad light stopped play and the 
game had to be replayed the following week. 
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Banchory Cricket Club 1936 
Back row: Kenny Patterson, George Andrews, Jock Ewan, Melville Manson, Hunter Douglas and 
Jimmy Leys. Front row: Arnold Shepherd (Scorer), Hugh Mackay, 
Jimmy Abel, Lloyd Durward, Bill Douglas and Jocky Stewart. 


Westburn batted first and scored 78, Jimmy Abel taking 6 for 23. This time 
Banchory's batting ‘stars’ failed and at 40 for 7 the situation seemed grim, but an 
invaluable 27 not out by J. Leys and a 12 by Hugh Mackay saw the Deeside team 
win by one wicket. 

In the final they were playing their old rivals, Alford. The date was 22”° 
August 1936 at Duthie Park 1 and play commenced at 3.20. It proved a nail- 


biting final: - 


Banchory 
B-Ounward b. Beverley 21 
J. Abel ct. T. Milne 4 eel 3 
K.H. Patterson sq apt 2 
W. J. Douglas ct. T. Milne avert S 
R. Horne b. Beverley 0 
G. Mennie ct. Taberner b. Stewart 0 
C.B. Edie b. Busby 13 
G. J. Andrew b. Stewart 4 
J. Leys b. Stewart 6 
H. Mackay 4 
H. Douglas NOT OUT Extras Siz 
5 
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Alford 


F.E. Taberner ct. H. Douglas b. Horne 29 
L. Graham LBW b. Abel 6 
A. Busby b. Durward 1 
W. Beverley ct. Mennie b. Horne iS 
G. Anderson ct. Andrew b. Horne 11 
A. Anderson ct. Andrew b. Horne 0 
S. Milne RUN OUT 6 
A. McDonald b. Horne 1 
T. Milne NOT OUT 3 
D. Ley b. Abel 17 
S. Stewart b. Horne 0 
Extras a5 
_94 
Alford Banchory 
S. Stewart 6 - 28 R. Horne 6 - 31 
W. Beverley 3 - 33 J. Abel Paros. 
A. Busby (eof L. Durward 1-23 
A. Anderson 0-15 


From a simple score-card like this it's very difficult to show just what an 
exciting game this was. Hunter Douglas, Billy's brother, was a perpetual no. 11 
bat in the 30's, but perhaps the four he hit in this match was the most important in 
his life. Even more so when you consider that Alford were 93 for 8 and within 
spitting distance of victory thanks to four brisk fours by D. Ley. Horne took the last 
wicket, clean bowling the No. 11, Stewart. 


The Bon-Accord Cup was Banchory's, but the following year, 1937, 
wasn't - the side having a fruitless year. Billy Douglas's batting reached new 
heights this season, scoring 342 runs in 12 games at an excellent average of 
28.5. A fifty he scored against Middleton's included ten fours and a six! Two 
matches later, against St. Ronald 2nd XI, he scored an unbeaten 71 which 
included 11 fours and two sixes. He then proceeded to take six St. Ronald 
wickets for nine runs! Later, against Royal Mental Hospital, he scored 65 out of 
his side's 106. But 1937 was Aboyne's year. 

Both batting and bowling averages in 1938 were won by Jimmy Abel, 
proving what a consistent player he was for the club since 1924. In the second 
game of the season, against Aboyne, Abel opened the innings and scored 80 out 
of his side's 156. Aboyne's reply was almost a mirror image of Banchory's, the 
opener, J. P. Littlejohn, scoring 74 - but as time ran out Aboyne were on 155 for 9. 
In another match, against Y.M.C.A., Banchory were at the receiving end of a 
fine bowling performance - J. Marr taking 9 for 21 against them. 
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Hunter Douglas, though no great shakes as a batsman, was beginning to 
appear as a useful first change bowler. In one notable game, against Aboyne, he 
opened the bowling and took 8 for 16 helping to skittle Aboyne for 29. 

Despite a rather lacklustre season Banchory were "declared the 
champions for 1938" according to a letter received by Billy Douglas from Canon 
W. S.B. Petrie of the Rectory, Alford, League Secretary, who also mentioned the 
possibility of the Deeside League being reduced to three teams. 

As the war approached Billy Douglas's performances seemed to 
improve in consistency. In 1939 he broke all previous records by scoring 409 
runs in 13 innings, at an average of 31.5. And if the 'P&J.' was anything to go by 
Banchory, and perhaps the other Deeside League teams, was gaining a 
reputation in the wider circles of Aberdeen cricket - Banchory's annihilation of 
Aberdeen University 2nd XI (99 to 31) was given the honour of a full score-card 
published in the paper. 

The next game witnessed a remarkable finish. Against Henderson's at 
Duthie Park Banchory were 70 for 4 and then collapsed to 78 all out. 
Henderson's were 43 for 9 when R. Downie threw all caution to the wind and 
scored 44 not out - an innings which reads 1.4.2.4.5.3.6.4.1.4.4.6. Billy Douglas, 
Banchory's own run-scoring machine, got into gear in the first League game, 
against Aboyne. Banchory's final total was 91, a fairly disgraceful score 
considering they were 83 for 3 at one stage. However, Billy Douglas was the only 
player in double figures with 64, which included six sixes. Later in the season, 
against Mugiemoss, Douglas was again to hit six sixes in a 73 he scored. Not to 
be outdone, Lloyd Durward hit 65 against the Forestry Commission. A player for 
this team, R. Hammersley, was invited to play for Banchory and in the very next 
game, against Aberdeen Strollers, he scored 96. Towards the end of the season, 
against 45th Old Boys, Billy Douglas again hit six sixes, this time in a knock of 46 
in his side's total of 74. 

Aboyne won the Deeside League in 1939 and proved their value as a 
side against 'The Rest’. At 26 for 3 Aboyne's George Middleton and E. Dishington 
were both at the wicket - and stayed there until Aboyne declared at 198. The 
latter scored a patient and unbeaten 59 while the former, Middleton, set about the 
bowling scoring an unbeaten 103. Aremarkable stand! 'The Rest’ reached 90 for 
7 (Banchory's Abel and Douglas top scorers with 24 each) - technically a draw, 
but in effect a real trouncing. 

This match, dated 19th August, 1939, the last in Banchory's (why 
Banchory's?) score-book was the last before the war and the last of the 
Deeside/Donside League, a League which flourished remarkably well for 
sixteen years. But the war put paid to that. Hitler invaded Poland on 1st 
September and Britain declared war on the 3rd. 

Of the four Deeside League teams, only Banchory still exists. Ballater 
didn't reform; Aboyne played their last game in the early 60's and Alford folded in 
the mid-70's, though they do re-form once or twice a year to play in the Rhu-na- 
Haven Shield. Banchory weren't to play their next game until 1955. 
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Banchory Cricket Club 1936 
Left to Right: Stuart Brown, Lloyd Durward, ??, Bill Douglas, Alex Mathieson, 
John Hird, Hunter Douglas, Jimmy Abel, Bob Reid, Ken Patterson and Jock Ewan. 
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Part 4 1955 - 1986 - Grade Cricket 


ROSS C25. a new team, new faces, a new generation. Unlike the re-formed 
side of 1923 there were now no playing links with the 30's, though both Bill 
Hendry and Lloyd Durward, who were prominent players at that time, were 
instrumental in re-forming the Club in the 50's as we shall see. 

Amajor problem, of course, was that during the war the Burnett Park was 
ploughed up in order to plant potatoes for the War Effort, specifically the "Grow 
More Food" campaign. Bill Hendry, in 1941, came to a gentleman's agreement 
with the Provost Burnett that the Department of Agriculture could plough up the 
land as long as the field be returned to its former state. This was in fact done and 
the Minutes of the Re-Constitution Meeting of 14th June 1955 makes due 
recognition of the fact that "The present condition of the Burnett Park was due in 
very large measure to the enthusiasm and effort of one man who had and was 
still doing so very much. This man was Mr. William Hendry". The Re-Constitution 
Meeting, of course, took place after a Public Meeting in June at which, 
presumably, public support was enough to give the go-ahead. It was also 
decided that the subscription should be a shilling for schoolboys, and 5/- for 
those above school age - exactly the same subscription as it was in 1924! Of 
course no cricket club could re-form if there weren't any cricketers as such. 
Harold Davidson, whose playing career began with St. Ronald in 1929, was at 
that time Captain of Artisans Cricket Club in Aberdeen, but was resident in 
Banchory. He, at least, was a recognised cricketer and he was approached to 
see if he would lead the Club but was reluctant to do so until the following year. 
He took it upon himself, however, to arrange three friendlies against local clubs, 
and games against shop-keepers and the Golf Club in 1955 as a 'try-out' for the 
Ciub for the following season. The first two involved heavy defeats at the hands 
of firstly Stonehaven and then Crathie. A final friendly was arranged for 10th 
September 1955 (and the only match of which we have a record) against Alford. 
Banchory, captained by Harold Davidson, scored a fairly modest 64, Bob 
Holmes hitting 30 of them. Alford's reply was 93 for 5 with C. Farquharson 
scoring an unbeaten 46. 

The Banchory side was clearly a little inexperienced and there were several 
problems to overcome. The new square, which was laid about 1951, was laid as if 
it was a golf green - the result was that it may have /ooked beautifully smooth and 
green but in fact it was far too soft for a cricket square. Another problem was that 
this new generation of Banchory cricketers, since they were ‘part-time, were 
unwilling to spend much on whites. To meet this crisis the Honorary Vice- 
Presidents offered their old whites (those that had them) but even so Harold 
Davidson remembers occasions when fielders had to rapidly don another 
fielder's whites if they were asked to bowl! A third problem for the side was that 
several players were shopkeepers and had difficulty finding the time to play ona 
Saturday afternoon. 
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So, in 1956, Banchory Cricket Club entered the Aberdeen Grades 
Association for the first time in its history. Harold Davidson was to captain the 
side for four seasons and without a doubt he was the driving force behind the 
Club right up to the early 70's. If Bill Hendry and Lloyd Durward helped to re-form 
the Club, Harold Davidson was Banchory Cricket Club for many years and the 
Club may well have 'gone under' once or twice if it wasn't for Harold's motivation. 

And if the first League match against Dyce was anything to go by 
Banchory would find life difficult even in Grade 3. Dyce batted first and were 
never happy against Harold Davidson's bowling. They were all out for 79, 
Davidson taking 5 for 26 and J. Cameron scoring 35 for the home side. 
Banchory's riposte, however, lasted only 10.2 overs scoring a total of 11 runs. 
Charlie Adams was top scorer with four, extras were next with three and, in all, 
eight players failed to trouble the scorer. H. Young and J. Christie took 5 for 4 
and 5 for 7 respectively for Dyce. 


Banchory Cricket Club 1956 
Back row: Umpire McGregor, J. Davidson, B. Burnett, R. Holmes, J. Holmes, C. Davidson. 
Front row: M. Cardno, C. Adams, H.J. Davidson (Captain), A.S. Thomson and J. Fordyce. 


Two more defeats followed - a six wicket defeat by Fisheries and an 18 
run defeat by Great Western. Banchory's first win, however, came in the Reid 
Cup against Turriff. Banchory batted first and scored 97 with only three players 
reaching double figures: Brian Burnett with 16, Sandy Thomson with 26-.and 
Harold Davidson with 45 not out. Harold Davidson also helped to dismiss the 
visitors for 43 taking 5 for 18 along with J. McDonald who took 4 for 23. 

The semi-final was against Dyce and the Banchory side must have been 
full of trepidation considering the heavy defeat they suffered earlier. They gave a 
much better account of themselves, however, Dyce scraping home by one 
wicket after Banchory scored 52. Harold Davidson was in the wickets once 
again, with 5 for 13. 

In a season of real extremes, humiliation soon followed when they were 
once again all out for 11, this time against Turriff. The tide was turning, however, 
and confidence was growing, and towards the end of the season it was 
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Banchory's turn to inflict an embarrassing defeat, skittling Trinity for 14. John 
McDonald took 6 for 10 and Harold Davidson 4 for 2. There were other victories 
this season: against Tullos, Windsor, British Railways and Senior Youth and the 
club ended a respectable 8th (out of 13). 

During the close season there was the usual attempt to boost Club 
funds, the typical winter activity of all cricket clubs throughout the land, but how 
many clubs could boast the following prizes? "A Raffle has already been 
suggested and one or two prizes offered including a live pig ..... and a 
budgerigar". (Club Minutes 30.9.56). Also during the winter a meeting was 
called to discuss the club's colours. Rather amazingly it was decided to alter the 
colours the club had worn for nearly a century and to adopt colours similar to the 
R.A.F. because they were cheaper - the caps, for example, were to be Royal 
Blue with a maroon ring. The possibility of building toilets was also discussed - at 
a cost of £675. 

The 1957 season was to be a vast improvement on the previous one. Not 
only did the club finish 3rd, winning 9 and losing 3 matches, but two Banchory 
players figured in the final Grade averages - both Bob Holmes and John 
McDonald were third in the batting and bowling averages respectively. 
McDonald only played for the club in 1956 and 1957, but some of his 
performances (5 for 1 against Craigton, 6 for 8 against Stonehaven, 7 for 44 
against Trinity) show what a useful spin bowler he was - as a batsman he was 
the regular No. 11 and wasn't renowned for his fielding. 

Another good performance that season was Harold Davidson's 

destruction of Westburn. Not only did he take 8 for 39 in their total of 104, but he 
also scored an unbeaten 28 to ensure his side won by one wicket. 
1958 was another year of consolidation, the side again finishing third. The first 
game of the season created a new Banchory record - Craigton were skittled out 
for 8 thanks to a father-son bowling attack of Harold (4 for 1) and Cyril (3 for 1) 
Davidson. The ‘Evening Express’ called Banchory's nine-wicket win "the most 
surprising result of the day". This partnership also destroyed Tullos later in the 
season. This time Cyril took 7 for 11 and his father 3 for 9 in the opposition's total 
of 22. The 5th July saw another amazing game - this time against Westburn at 
the Links. Westburn batted first and scored 54, Harold Davidson taking four 
wickets and lan Mearns three. Banchory's response began disastrously with the 
score slumping to 13 for 5. Good knocks from J. Parkinson (19) and Harold 
Davidson (12) brought victory very close, but Guy Bentinck was bowled for a 
duck with the score also on 54 - atie! 

1959 began badly and rapidly developed into a fair disaster, the club 
almost folding before a ball had been bowled. The Club Minutes don't make 
exciting reading, but the A.G.M. of 9th April seemed to have been an interesting 
affair - and quite controversial. Partly through mismanagement the club 
boasted only 4%d in the bank! This, according to the Minutes, was due to "poor 
attendances at the matches ...... inclement weather conditions and failure of 
entertainment provided by the Club to reap any financial reward". It was even 
proposed that the Club should pull out of the League altogether and only play 
home friendlies. ; 
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Guy Bentinck proposed for remaining in the League and this was carried 
by eight votes to three with three abstentions - a near thing! To add to the Club's 
woes, two useful players departed before the season started: lan Mearns, a 
medium fast opening bowler and No. 2 bat; and Dr. A. A. Lawrence who was later 
to captain Buckie in the Highland League. 

1959 was the nadir in the fortunes of Banchory Cricket Club. The scores 
in the twelve competitive games that season make grim and embarrassing 
reading: 25, 30, 43, 21, 51, 45, 22 for 5; 27, 58, 51, 61, 23. There were two 
performances of note: Cyril Davidson took 8 for 35 against Fisheries but was still 
on the losing side; one of the Club's two wins was largely due to Stanley Lindsay, 
a young slow bowler and batsman of great promise, who took 7 for 5 against Hall 
Russell's. G. Steele of champions West St. Clement's took 8 for 13 including a 
hat-trick in the last match of a season quickly to be forgotten. The Club finished 
3rd bottom in Grade 3 - the Club Minutes simply call ita "gloomy" season. 

1960 saw an amazing volte-face in the Club's fortunes. The first League 
game, for example, against Y.M.C.A. Youth saw the Aberdeen side skittled out 
for 22, Harold Davidson taking 8 for 10 including a hat-trick. In the next game, 
played at Seaton, Westburn put the visitors all out for 35 - at one point it was even 
17 for 8 but an invaluable 13 not out by Jim Fordyce and a four from Henry Innes 
helped double the score. Westburn were 28 for 4 and sailing home when Cyril 
Davidson with his excellent medium-spin took five wickets in twelve balls. 
Westburn lost by one run. 

Banchory, in fact, won its first six League games on the trot, helped by two 
lethal partnerships - Harold and Cyril Davidson and the brothers Holmes, Jimmy 
and Bob. Ina match against Tullos the Club boasted its first half-century since re- 

forming. Banchory were able to declare on 165 for 8 thanks to a fine 70 from 
Jimmy and a 36 from Bob. Jimmy was a good steady opening bat and a fine 
fielder while Bob was less patient and tended to hit the ball very hard and very far. 
Bob, as a fielder, had a fast, flat and deadly accurate throw which tended never to 
rise above head height; occasionally wicket-keeper, slips and batsman alike 
were in severe danger of decapitation and overthrows were not uncommon. 

Half-way through the 1960 season even the 'Evening Express' took note 
of the Club's "triumphal march in Grade 3". The 'P. & J.’ also reported an 
extraordinary game against Senior Youth which ended in a tie, both sides 
scoring 66. Senior Youth's No. 11 R. Clubb achieved instant fame: "When the 
visitors’ last man was running what would have been the winning hit he slipped 
and was run out for the game to end ina tie” 

With the last League game of the season approaching it was a match 
which Banchory had to win to gain promotion to Grade 2. The Club travelled to 
Seaton to play Great Western, a side they easily dismissed for 52. Even though 
Harold and Cyril Davidson took two wickets apiece the star medium pace bowler 
was Robert Briggs with 5 for 13. He and his brother William were both public 
schoolboys and of good all-round ability. In the batting there were failures for the 
Holmes brothers but there was an important 11 from opener Charlie Adams and 
an undefeated 17 by Malcolm Cardno, who followed Bob Davidson as Club 
wicket-keeper. Cardno, in fact, saved a crisis because the score had slumped to 
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36 for 6. He and Sandy Wilkie scored the winning runs.. 


Credit for much of the success of 1960 must go to skipper Charlie 
Adams. Known to the team as "Ducky", he nevertheless collected some fair 
scores particularly when the side was up against it - a cool head in a crisis! He 
was ably supported by his vice-captain Guy Bentinck, a dependable No. 5 bat 
and an excellent fieldsman, particularly at silly mid-off. 

But the season didn't end there! An exhibition match was arranged for 
21st August between a Banchory Select and "Graeme Wilson's XI". This side 
was to include Rohan Kanhai, then Aberdeenshire professional (and later, 
Captain of the West Indies) and other prominent local players. The Mearns 
Leader of the previous week explains that: "Arrangements have been made for 
a loudspeaker so that spectators can be kept informed throughout the game". It 
was Clearly a prestige occasion. The score-card reads: - 


Graeme Wilson’s XI - 21st August 1960 
Back row: J.M.Milne, R. Christie, C. Davidson, A. Davidson, G. Marr, J. Murray. 
Front row: J.C. Milne, Graeme Wilson, Rohan Kanhai, A. Innes, M. Weir. 
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Graeme Wilson's XI 


J. Milne b. H. Davidson 18 
R. Christie ct. Ritchie b. H. Davidson 1 
R. Kanhai b. Garvie 55 
A. Davidson ct. Garvie b. Briggs 10 
J.C. Milne b. Garvie 8 
A. Innes ct. Cardno b. Paterson 1 
|. Murray b. Paterson 4 
G. Wilson ct. Cardno b. Paterson 0 
G. Marr b. Ritchie 2 
M. Weir RUN OUT S 
C. Davidson NOT OUT 0 
Extras _ 4 
107 

Banchory Select 
J. Holmes ct. Murray b. Kanhai 2 
F. Patterson (Mannofield) b. Kanhai 9 
A. Kemp (Dunecht) b. Davidson 0 
R. Briggs NOT OUT 24 
G. Bentinck NOT OUT 11 


D. Ritchie (Dunecht) D.N.B 


A. Garvie (St. Ronald) D.N.B 
L. Patterson D.N.B 
M. Cardno D.N.B 
H. Davidson D.N.B 
Extras eS 
49 for 3 
Graeme Wilson's X] Banchory Select 
L. Patterson 3-16 R. Kanhai 2-17 


H. Davidson 2-47 A. Davidson 1-11 


A. Garvie Zoo 
D. Ritchie 14 
R. Briggs 1 - 36 


Rain, unfortunately, put an end to an interesting game. Even though 
Kanhai scored 55 he was "not always in complete command", according to the 
Mearns Leader. He hit two sixes but was out "sweeping too early". In the 
Banchory innings Robert Briggs "straight drove Kanhai for six" - a shot he would 
never forget! 
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To make the season complete new toilets were added to the pavilion by 
Club Members, toilet and pipes being donated by Graeme Wilson. On 24th 
February, 1961, Bill Hendry, in failing health, having resigned as Honorary 
President, was presented with an illuminated address as a token of appreciation 
for"sixty glorious years" with the Club. | quote the parchment in full: 


24th February, 1961 


Which day the members of the Banchory Cricket Club entertained William Hendry, Honorary 
President of our Club as our guest of honour at a social occasion at which we extended to him 


our appreciation of his sixty glorious years dedicated to cricket in the North East of Scotland. 
In order that the cordial sentiments expressed on the occassion (sic) may be put on 
record this parchment has been executed for presentation to him. 


J. Thomson, A. Wilkie, R. Murray, J. Holmes, W. Hendry, W. Cranna, C. Davidson, 
Mrs Hendry, L. Durward, Provest Mrs Lawson. 


While it is impossible to record all the achievments (sic) of our guest during his long 
and interesting life, as cricket lovers we are proud to recall that at the age of eleven Mr. Hendry 
became Official scorer to the Club and continued until he graduated as a playing member in 
1904. He became one of the leading players with bat and ball and continued taking an active 
part until the outbreak of World War Il in 1939. 

After the war he was responsible for the reconstitution of the Club which, because of 
his fine example and untiring enthusiasm, is now one of the most flourishing Clubs in this area. 
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It is with universal regret that his advancing years now prevent him from continuing to 
be with us in person, but he will forever remain an inspiration to all cricket lovers. 

In token of these sentiments, members of the Banchory Cricket Club have adhibited 
our signitures (sic) on this parchment. 


Charles Adams Jas. Fordyce L. G. Durward 
(Captain) J. Holmes (President) 

Guy Bentinck Cyril G. N. Davidson W. Russell Birnie 
(Vice-Captain) Robert C. Murray T. Barclay Cook 

H. J. Davidson) R. C. Holmes Wm Farquharson-Lang 

A. S. Thomson S. T. Lindsay James Herd 

K. C. Gillanders (Hon Vice-President) (Hon Vice-President) 


The new 1961 season began quite promisingly. In the first League game 
against West St. Clement's at the Links the home side were put out for 94, Robert 
Briggs taking five wickets and Cyril Davidson four. At 2 for 4 Banchory's reply 
didn't start too well, but a stand of 63 between Jimmy (48) and Bob Holmes (28) 
turned the game. According to the Mearns Leader: "Showing a complete 
disregard for the bowling, they hammered the ball all round the field". Harold 
Davidson then contributed a useful 14 but it was left to Eddie Young to score the 
winning run. 

This victory may have been "inspired", according to the paper, but it gave 
a false picture of what life in Grade 2 would be like. Harold and Cyril Davidson, 
helped by Robert Briggs, could always bowl sides out, but the batting tended to 
be very fragile. New players like Jimmy Ritchie, Gordon Miller, Bob Murray and 
Jim Cocker only played occasionally and had little chance to shine. 

A typical match of that season would be against Turriff whom they 
dismissed for 53, Harold and Cyril sharing all ten wickets. Banchory, however, 
were skittled for 40 without a single player reaching double figures. 

The Club finished third bottom in a League of fourteen. The Mearns 
Leader in September states, or rather understates: "Banchory have not had a 
good season". Still, the Club had managed to remain in a higher League and had 
had captaincy problems - Guy Bentinck taking over from Charlie Adams, who 
broke his little finger, for the majority of the season. 

Bentinck was fully fledged captain in 1962 and, ironically, even though 
the Club ended up in exactly the same position (3rd bottom), the Club was 
relegated due to the rearrangement of the League - a cruel blow. In truth 1962 
was hardly a vintage year, the highest individual score for the whole season was 
a 37 from Bob Holmes. The bowling mantle had now fallen onto the capable 
shoulders of Gordon Miller who rapidly became one of the fastest and most 
effective opening bowlers in the history of the Club. He was also a good fielder 
and a reliable middle order batsman. During 1962 Miller took 47 wickets, 27 more 
than the rest of the Club put together! 

In a remarkable League game against Kemnay that year Kemnay were 
dismissed for 70, thanks largely to Gordon Miller's 8 for 28. Banchory, however, 
were all out for 64 - Kemnay's B. Duncan taking an amazing 10 wickets for 22 


runs. 
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One high spot in the season was reaching the Bon-Accord Cup Final 
where they played Y.M.C.A. at Duthie Park. Banchory scored 113, top scorers 
being Bob Holmes (26), Robert Briggs (17) and Brian Burnett (12), now resident 
in New Zealand. Burnett, by the way, was a good medium pace bowler, a steady 
bat and a good standby wicket keeper. Y.M.C.A. had no difficulty in scoring 114 
for 5, M. Robertson (49 not out) ending the match with a six off Gordon Miller (3 
for 31). Later in the season, against Dyce, Banchory were 46 for 8 chasing Dyce's 
total of 91 - and won thanks to a marvellous rearguard action by Guy Bentinck (30 
not out), Charlie Adams (12) and a young Bob Murray (13 not out) who hit the 
winning four. 
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Banchory Cricket Club - Bon Accord Cup Final 1962 

Back row: J. Cocker, G. Miller, C. Adams, K. Gillanders, R. Holmes, R. Briggs. 
Front row: J. Ritchie, B. Burnett, G. Bentinck (Captain), H.J. Davidson, 

G. Milne (Assoc. Umpire) 


In the re-vamped Grade 3, 1963 was an unremarkable season, the Club 
only requiring to play eight League games. They finished fourth. 

1964, in a decade of peaks and troughs, saw the Club win promotion 
back to Grade 2 - mind you, this was based on only seven League matches so 
there could be little room for error. The season also saw some excellent 
performances - and not just in bowling either. Jimmy Ritchie, the opening bat with 
an ideal placid temperament, scored 53 in the opening match against St. 
Andrew's. In another match Windsor declared at 122 for 8 - Banchory scored 123 
for 2 and there were two not out batsmen: Keith Pennie on 27, and Bob Holmes, 
who annihilated the bowling, with an unbeaten 86. 

Banchory reached two cup finals that year. In the Reid Cup Final Windsor 
scored 103, Cyril Davidson taking 4 for 38 and Gordon Miller 3 for 28. 
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The Banchory reply could never recover from 21 for 7 but Cyril Davidson (24) and 
Charlie Adams (15) did well to get the score up to 68. With the Aberdeen typhoid 
epidemic at its height in the summer no cricket was played for a month. 

The other cup final was in something called the Supplementary Cup, a 
kind of League cup to give Grade 3 sides extra fixtures in a very short season. 
The semi-final of this competition provided an interesting match. Against 
Y.M.C.A. Youth Banchory scored 78 with A. Watson taking 9 for 28. In reply 
Y.M.C.A. could only muster 13 runs thanks largely due to a devastating piece of 
bowling (8 for 2) by skipper Gordon Miller. In the Final Banchory again scored 78 
but this time lost by two wickets to Windsor, Doug Cann scoring an unbeaten 37. 
Windsor were champions that year with Banchory a well deserved second. Both 
Keith Pennie and Bob Holmes were 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Grade batting 
averages that year. 

1965 was an unmemorable year, the Club finishing second bottom in a 
League where luckily only one team was demoted. There were few noteworthy 
performances that season both for and against. 

At the end of the 1966 season the Grades system was to be changed yet 
again - the three Leagues becoming four. The sides in Grade 2, therefore, were in 
the unique position of becoming part of Grade 2, 3 or 4 depending on where they 
finished in the League. As it happened Banchory finished 8th out of 12 and would 
form part of the new Grade 3 in 1967. 

There was much shifting of personnel around this time: Harold Davidson, 
because of ill-health, was taking a less active part on the field of play; Cyril, 
meanwhile, had moved to England. John, his younger brother, and a mean 
medium pace bowler, was now turning in some good performances. Jimmy 
Holmes had stopped playing, only to make a brief reappearance in 1972. Charlie 
Adams and Kenny Gillanders, both men for crises, had stopped too. John 
Hodgson began playing in 1966 and Jim Cocker and Bob Murray were beginning 
to flourish. 

Bowling performances caught the eye in 1966. In the Bon-Accord Cup 
Crathie were dismissed for 63 with Gordon Miller taking 8 for 22. Banchory, 
however, were demolished by that marvellous Crathie combination of Andy 
Kemp (5 for 7) and Willy Meston (4 for 10) - they reached 20. Later in the season 
Bill Lawson of Woodside had the remarkable figures of 6 for 0 including a hat-trick 
- Banchory were all out for 32 and, needless to say, lost. (Banchory won the Rhu- 
na-Haven Shield that year beating Crathie in the Final.) 

Unfortunately only two score-books exist between 1956 and 1971 - for 
some obscure reason they were stored in the old pavilion, a prey to damp and 
mould. Despite superhuman efforts to retrieve details of all matches, those 
against now defunct sides (and there are so many) will remain lost forever. 

1967 was a particular difficult year as far as numbers were concerned as 
the drift away, mentioned above, continued. The Club, captained by Bob Holmes, 
had a nucleus of only eight regular players and it was not unusual that year for 
total strangers to be roped in to play. The brunt of the bowling was undertaken by 
Gordon Miller, John Hodgson and John Aitken. John Hodgson was a rock-steady 
opening bat and his medium slow bowling gave very little away. John Aitken was 
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that rare breed - a good left arm medium pace bowler, and no mean bat either. 
The Wilkinsons arrived in the area in 1965 - Stan Wilkinson began playing for 
the Club in 1967 while his two sons, Tim and Peter, joined the Club a year later. 

Not surprisingly there were very few good performances in 1967. Gordon 
Miller did score an unbeaten 58 against Windsor but the season began well and 
seemed to get worse as it went along. The 1st of July set a new record for the 
Club (and nota creditable one at that): 


J. Hodgson ct. Wkt. b. Taylor 0 
J. Ritchie b. Taylor 2 
S. Wilkinson RUN OUT 0 
R. Holmes ct. Wkt. b. Taylor 0 
G. Bentinck ct. Coutts b. Taylor 5 
J. Aitken ct. Coutts b. Taylor 0 
A. McFarlane ct. Coutts b. Lamb 0 
M. Matthew b. Taylor 0 
A. Ford b. Lamb 0 
W. Hay NOT OUT 0 
W. Irvine b. Taylor 0 
Extras 4 
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G. Taylor for Dyce took 7 for 3 and Bob Lamb 2 for 4 and it took them 16.2 overs to 
do it. The visitors scored the necessary runs in 3.2 overs. This is the worst defeat 
in the history of the Club. Other total scores after this trouncing make unhappy 
reading: 90 for 3, 27, 30, 25 (in 39 overs!), 75 and 30. 

1968 could only be better! It was, by a long way. In the opening match, 
against Windsor, Stan Wilkinson hit a patient 54 while in the next match against 
Turriff John Hodgson displayed remarkable coolness in a very exciting game. 
Chasing 54, Banchory lost wickets steadily but were 55 for 9 at the end thanks to 
a 33 not out from Hodgson - it's not often an opening bat 'carries his bat' to the 
end. Peter Wilkinson was a persistent wicket-taker this season (in fact he 
finished third in the Grade bowling averages with an average of 6.44) and in one 
memorable game he took 9 for 11 in 7.5 overs against Crescent. Later in the 
season he helped dismiss West St. Clement's for 32 by taking 8 for 7 and then 
scoring an unbeaten 62 in the next match against the same side. There were 
other good performances that season, of course, particularly from Gordon 
McBain whose stay with the Club was all too brief. Banchory finished 3rd in 
Grade 3 that season winning 8, drawing 2.and losing four matches. 

Gordon Miller, by his standards, had a poor season in 1968 but 1969 was 
to be his season. The first win of the season came in the fourth game when Miller 
took 7 for 14 against Ellon. Banchory's 61 for 3 was highlighted by Wilson Irvine's 
44 not out - a player who didn't mess about! Towards the end of the season, ina 
match against Crescent, Irvine came in to bat with the score at 38 for 5, 
immediately it became 39 for 6 when John Strachan was bowled for 18. With the 
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help of Bob Murray (15), Guy Bentinck (6), Gordon Miller (11) and Gordon 
Jamieson (0 not out) Banchory were eventually all out for 135, Irvine scoring 62. 
He had no real need to bat, however, because Gordon Miller (5 for 18) and Peter 
Wilkinson (5 for 19) dismissed Crescent for 54, 17 of which were extras. 

Again that season the Club finished 3rd in Grade 3. Gordon Miller, due to 

consistent peformances throughout the season, won the Morrison Cup (for all 
Grade 3 bowlers) with a remarkable average of 4.32. Jim Cocker, now an able 
and talented wicket keeper (whose only fault was to smoke while keeping 
wicket!) also shared the Wilson Cup that season (for all Grade wicket keepers) 
claiming 22 victims. He was to win it again in 1972, 1977 and 1978. 
He was also Captain of the Club, taking over from Bob Holmes in 1968. 1970 was 
a strange year for there were only eight regulars: the three Wilkinsons, Jim 
Cocker, Bob Murray, John Hodgson, Jimmy Ritchie and John Strachan. 
Amazingly the Club used twenty other players during the season. 1970 was 
Peter Wilkinson's year, topping both the bowling and batting averages in very 
convincing fashion. 

In a match against Windsor, which ended in a draw, Peter and Tim 
Wilkinson took the score from 64 for 6 to 149 for 6 when the side declared, anew 
record 7th wicket partnership unbeaten to this day. Peter scored 59 not out and 
Tim 25 not out. 

In a Reid Cup match against Anchorians, Banchory scored 213 for 8 in 
40 overs - John Strachan was unbeaten on 51, while Jim Cocker hit 45. 
Anchorians were all out for 99 thanks to 7 for 25 from Peter Wilkinson. In the 
semi-final of the Cup Banchory themselves were at the receiving end of a very 
large score - after 40 overs Windsor were 240 for 9 thanks to 109 from Richard 
Ferro. Two years later this innings was bettered by ..... none other than R. S. T. 
Ferro, Esquire! Banchory's creditable reply of 145 was highlighted by a sparkling 
64 by Jim Cocker. 

Banchory finished 3rd bottom of Grade 3 that season and in 1971 would 
become part of a new Grade 3, which absorbed Grade 4. Peter Wilkinson went 
on to win the Donald Cup (for Grade 3 batsmen) with a winning average of 24.46. 
This was to be his last season with the Cub (until 1985) as the temptation to play 
Grade | cricket for Artisans proved irresistible. Another unenviable record was 
broken during the winter months - the 1971 A.G.M. was attended by only six 
people! 

1971 saw the arrival of George (Geordie) Paterson who won the batting 
averages in his first season. A farmer from Finzean, he became a very reliable 
player who could bat anywhere from 1 to 5. With the departure of Peter Wilkinson 
to Artisans there was now no recognised opening quick bowler to take his place: 
instead the bowling was shared between Tim Wilkinson (left arm spin), Bob 
Murray (medium swing), Stan Wilkinson (slow-medium left arm flight) and John 
Hodgson (medium) - not the quickest-paced attack in the world! However, until a 
pace bowler turned up it worked very well. John Hodgson now took over from Jim 
Cocker as captain. 

__ John Davidson, in his occasional games, filled this role as a quick bowler 
and in a notable match against Anchorians, he took 7 for 18 in their final total of 
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46. But Banchory's reply was far from convincing: John Hodgson hit 23, but with 
the score at 46 for 9 it was left to John Davidson to hit the winning run. 

Two matches later, at Duthie Park, ten Windsor men scored 81, 58 of 
which was scored by Richard Ferro (including five 6's and five 4's). Ferro's 
wicket, however, was part of a hat-trick by Bob Murray who went on to take 6 for 
31. Despite this performance Banchory could only reach 63. 

Another notable Banchory performance took place in a Rhu-na-Haven 
Shield match against Alford. Banchory batted first and were all out for 101. Jim 
Cocker went in to bat when the score was 0 for 3 (John Hodgson, Willy Raeburn 
and Stan Wilkinson all being back in the pavilion after only eight balls) - he was 
out when the score was 84 for 5 having scored a whirlwind 72. He in fact scored 
50 off only 27 balls, a sequence of ten balls reading 2.6.4.4.4.6.1.4.4. This was 
the wicket-keeper's best ever batting performance - unfortunately Alford went on 
to win by 6 wickets. 

Inamatch against Caledonian at the Burnett Park the home side were 73 
for 7 when a record eighth wicket partnership of 73 took place between Jimmy 
Ritchie (28) and Geordie Paterson (46 not out) batting, rather strangely at 8 and9 
respectively. 

So, even though there were some good performances in 1971, the Club 
ended up half way in Grade 3. Tim Wilkinson was on top of the bowling averages that 
year, with an average of 7.81 - not bad for a spin bowler. 

1972 was a poor season and the Club finished second bottom of Grade 3, 
winning only 3 of the thirteen League matches. If the first game was anything to go by 
the signs were already there. Richard Ferro, who scored a century against the Club in 
1970, bettered even his own previous record. The Windsor score-card reads: - 


R. Ferro NOT OUT 126 
N. Houston ct. Murray b. Paterson Ad 
C. Lamb b. Paterson 0 
L. Hutcheon b. Murray 11 
J. Boyne Cine b. S. Wilkinson 6 
D. Cann ct. Cocker b. Paterson 16 
S. Buchanan NOT OUT 0 

Extras ul 

187 for 5 


Ferro's lambasting of the Banchory bowlers took 44 overs and included 
seven 6's and eleven 4's. Banchory, however, finished on 97 for 9 hanging on for 
a draw thanks to an unbeaten 38 by Stan Wilkinson batting at No. 7. 

The same kind of punishment was inflicted by Kemnay a few matches 
later - in 45.3 overs they scored 224 for 9, H. Daun scoring 74 and R. Petrie 56. 
Ron Price scored a quick 42 for Banchory but with the score on 93 for 9 with ten 
minutes to go (in those days matches finished at 7.30) Jim Cocker (21 not out) 
and Willy Hay (0 not out) hung on for the draw. Willy Hay, in fact, was a player who 
played off and on for the Club between 1956 and 1979 - a useful quick bowler 
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(recognisable by his golf shoes) he could bat either left or right handed 
depending on whether he was required to defend or attack! 

But it's perhaps best to draw a veil over an undistinguished season 
where the fragility of Banchory's batting was emphasised by some mediocre 
performances, Stan Wilkinson, for example, topped the batting averages that 
year, but his winning average was only 14.5. 

The 1973 season began promisingly in the first match at Rubislaw when, 
batting first, Banchory were able to declare on 197 for 7 after 42 overs - Tim 
Wilkinson scored 68 of these. Despite a 98 from lan Hopkin (scored in 70 
minutes) Grammar F.P.'s could only reach 151. But this initial success was a 
flash in the pan as the side struggled with the bat. There were occasional bright 
spots, however. For example, in a match against Inverurie Banchory were 
dismissed for 92, thanks largely to 8 for 28 from Bryce Adams. Not to be outdone, 
Bob Murray took 8 for 32 in reply, but Inverurie, who won the League that year, 
hung on for a draw. In the last League game of the season an unbeaten 79 by 
George Paterson against P.O. Bon-Accord helped prevent the Aberdeen side 
gaining promotion. Banchory declared on 172 for 5 with Jim Cocker scoring 35 
and Neil Booker 30. Bon-Accord had to 'throw the bat' but were eventually all out 
for 155, Booker taking five wickets and Syd Stephen scoring 53. At one point 
Bon-Accord were 140 for 5. 

That season (1973) Banchory finished fourth bottom of Grade 3. 

And similar to the previous season 1974 began with a bang. Batting first 
against Mannofield at Sheddocksley, Banchory scored a handsome 210 for 6 in 
39 overs. Newcomer Terry McGill scored 52, George Paterson was 50 not out, 
Jim Cocker hit 48 in next to no time and John Hodgson opened with a patient 34. 
Mannofield were 60 for 6 at one point, but three wickets in four balls from Harold 
Davidson (6 for 12) meant they were all out without adding any more runs. Later, 
a particularly exciting match took place against Anchorians at the Links. 
Anchorians scored 167 with M. Ross scoring 52 and D. Lamont 51. Chasing this 
large total, Banchory looked to be heading for victory at 140 for 4 with 50 from 
Bob Murray and 47 from George Paterson. However, the later batsmen failed by 
two runs - Peter Robertson being run out with the score on 165! 

In the Rhu-na-Haven Shield semi-final that year Crathie scored 206 for 9 
with Nigel Franks hitting 64. Banchory's paltry reply of 78 (with nine men) 
obscures the fact that Tim Wilkinson scored 48 of these. By far the most 
consistent batsman of the season, however, was George Paterson who was 3rd 
in the Grade 3 batting averages that year with an average of 34.7. The general 
standard of batting was improving in the side and a promising young fast bowler 
was emerging in the shape of ginger-haired Gordon Humble. The Club finished 
the season half-way in Grade 3 under captain Bob Murray. 

1975 was to prove better still. Mind you, losing the first five League 
matches was hardly an inspiring start! Two of these matches were played with 
nine men - against P.O. Bon-Accord, for example, the Post Office side scored 
159 with the unflappable Syd Stephen hitting an excellent 81. Gordon Humble 
took 7 for 42 that day. Banchory's IX could only manage 80 runs. One of the worst 
collapses in the Club's history took place a little later against Mannofield at 
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the Burnett Park. Mannofield batted first and declared at 126 for 7 after 48 overs. 
At 109 for 2 victory seemed a formality: Terry McGill (25), Tim Wilkinson (27) and 
John Milne (53) had sealed victory - or so they thought. George Murray (7 for 29) 
then proceeded to take five wickets in fifteen balls and Banchory were all out for 
22. 

John Milne was only to play for the Club for two seasons, but he certainly 
made his mark with the bat. Small and tubby, he could hit the ball with much 
power. Terry McGill, anewcomer the previous season and who also only played 
for the Club over two seasons, was a hard hitter but was much more patient than 
Milne. The latter's worth was revealed against Lads' Club when, out of a total of 
175 for 7, Milne scored 98 which included two 6's and ten 4's. 


Banchory Cricket Club 1974 
Back row: W. Hay, N. Booker, J. Hodgson, T. McGill, A. Hutcheon, J. Milne, J. Cocker 
Front row: S. Wilkinson, T. Wilkinson, G. Paterson, R. Murray, G. Humble. 


By beating R.A.F. Buchan, Kemnay and Boddam in previous rounds 
Banchory had reached the Reid Cup Final. This was to be against Crathie at 
Duthie Park. As in any game like this there were problems with selection, the 
selectors perhaps not quite getting the mix right. Crathie have often been a 
bogey side for Banchory but keeping them down to 128 for 9 in 40 overs was no 
mean feat. The Crathie card reads: 
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W. Meston 
M. McEwan 
A. Kemp 

G. Munro 

N. Franks 
R. Morrison 
R. McEwan 
D. Hardman 
B. McPherson 
P. McEwan 
D. Morrison 


A. Hutcheon 
G. Humble 
N. Booker 
J. Milne 


ct. Humble 
ct. Murray 


ct. Paterson 


LBW 


NOT OUT 
RUN OUT 
NOT OUT 


Pra 
1 - 38 
5 - 32 
1 - 26 


. Booker 

. Hutcheon 
Humble 
Booker 
Milne 

. Booker 

. Booker 

. Booker 


ome omMesior lees tey 


Extras 


No single Banchory player ever really got going (the cheap dismissals of 
the in-form Milne and Wilkinson were severe blows) but some dubious LBW 
decisions didn't help - this sounds like sour grapes, but once one of the neutral 
umpires had collapsed and had to be replaced sane judgement disappeared. 


The Banchory card is: 


J. Hodgson 
G. Patterson 
J. Milne 

T. Wilkinson 
T. McGill 

N. Booker 
J. Cocker 
R. Murray 
G. Humble 
A. Hutcheon 
S. Wilkinson 


R. Morrison 
N. Franks 
A. Kemp 
W. Meston 


LBW 
ct. D. Morrison 
LBW 


ct. Munro 


NOT OUT 


2-42 
0-23 
4-29 
2-16 
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. Kemp 

. Kemp 

. Meston 

. R. Morrison 
. Meston 

. Kemp 

. R. Morrison 
. Kemp 


eplemier tow ler len ier ter 


Extras 


The rest of the 1975 season proved something of an anti-climax and the Club 
finished up a respectable fifth out of ten. This year a young man named Andrew 
Johnston played his first few matches for the Club and also this season Harold 
Davidson retired. Having steered the Club from its tentative rejuvenation in 1955 to its 
present position Harold felt it was time to bow out, and at the annual presentation of 
prizes (at the Tor-na-Coille Hotel) this loyal servant of the Club was presented with a 
silver salver. In a sense this was the end of an era, for it was difficult to imagine the 
Club without seeing Harold preparing the wicket or chairing meetings - and, as other 
Clubs will vouch, Banchory's teas had gained a high reputation thanks to Vi 
Davidson's home baking! 

In 1976 the Club, now led by Tim Wilkinson, was not to do any better, though 
there were some excellent team and individual performances. Consistency was what 
was lacking. In the opening match, for example, against Windsor at the Links, a 
century opening stand between Jim Cocker (48) and newcomer Phil Green (57} 
formed the basis of the final score of 174 for 5 in only 39 overs. The Aberdeen 
side (whose last season this was to be) were then dismissed for 79, Stan 
Wilkinson taking 6 for 28. Yet a few games later, against P.O. Bon-Accord, the 
same Banchory side was dismissed for 53, F. Murray taking 8 for 11. 

The season's best individual score was against Caledonian at the 
Burnett Park. Phil Green, who was only to play this one season, opened the 
batting and when the innings ended on 201 for 6 after 44 overs he was still there 
on 108, the fourth highest score in the history of the Club. In all, this quiet 
Englishman hit one 6 and fifteen 4's. Banchory, however, couldn't winkle out the 
Caley batsmen who finished on 150 for 7. Later in the season Banchory bettered 
even this score. Batting first at Rubislaw, against A.G.S.F.P.'s, the Banchory card 
reads: - 


J. Hodgson b. Lawrie 29 
R. Murray ct. Robertson b. Tees 7. 
T. Wilkinson ct. Lynch b. Leiper 48 
J. Cocker NOT OUT 53 
G. Paterson NOT OUT 5D 
Extras Left. 

203 for 3 


The unbeaten fourth wicket partnership of 113 remains a Club record. 
Grammar F.P.'s were all out for 70, though it took 43.4 overs to do it - Andrew 
Johnston, in his first performance of note, took 4 for 19. In alater game A. Bone of 
Caledonian scored 92 out of his side's total of 151 for 7 - and in the game after 
this George Paterson scored 80 not out against Crescent. Not surprisingly 
Paterson came second in the Grade 3 batting averages with an average of 37.6. 


OH 


Part 5 - The Renaissance 


1977 was to be quite a good year - the Club, for once, being in promotion 
contention throughout the season. Phil Green and John Milne had left the area, 
but players like Malcolm Phillips, Bob Ralph (from Windsor), Graham Dixon and 
Simon Noakes were soon to make their mark - as was the oil industry! This, 
however, was to be Geordie Paterson's last full season with the Club, his farming 
commitments becoming more time-consuming. Simon Noakes, though only 
here for one season, was an excellent all-rounder. Out of Academy's total of 102 
Noakes took 5 for 38. At 20 for 3 he (63 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (33 not out) put 
on an unbeaten stand of 83. In a later match another excellent partnership took 
place between John Hodgson (58) and Malcolm Phillips (53): against 
Caledonian in the Cup they took the score from 48 for 4 to 140 for 5. Caley were 
then dismissed for 119. And in the very next game, again Caledonian in the 
League, Banchory's total of 187 for 5 was highlighted by a 71 from Bob Ralph and 
59 not out from Tim Wilkinson. At the close Caledonian were 167 for 9. In a later 
defeat of Kemnay John Hodgson batted throughout the Banchory innings of 141 
for 8, scoring 66 not out. 

As the Club headed for promotion there were good bowling 
performances from Simon Noakes (7 for 40 against Kemnay) and 6 for 31 
against Queen's Cross) and Andrew Johnston (7 for 22 against Dunecht) but a 
defeat from Caledonian (79 to 57) was a crippling blow. 

In the second last match, against Grammar F.P.'s, Banchory had to beat 
A.G.S.F.P.'s total of 168 for 7 if they had any hope of maintaining their position. 
They had to score 169 in 40 overs - this they did with one ball to go thanks to a 
Captain's innings of 74 from Tim Wilkinson. It was so dark and wet at the end of 
the match that players had to change in the pavilion (which only had gas mantles) 
illuminated by their car headlights. All this effort was in vain, however, because in 
the last game, against table-toppers Academy, they were beaten by four wickets, 
few of the Banchory players coming to terms with the pace of Dave Hutson. 
Finishing up 3rd in the League was a good performance, but perhaps the side, 
very much in a state of flux, wasn't quite ready for Grade 2 cricket. Nevertheless 
1977 saw the beginning of a renaissance in the Club. It was felt at the time that to 
avoid Banchory being perpetually in Grade 3 a forward-looking youth policy had 
to be undertaken, as well as a radical improvement of the existing facilities. There 
had never been a policy of youth training in the Club. John Hodgson, with the help 
of Tim Wilkinson and Bob Murray (and several others), undertook to provide 
some winter coaching in Banchory Academy gym for schoolboys and to coach 
them on a specific day during the summer. Games would also be arranged for 
them against other clubs. This policy has continued successfully ever since. 

Infrequent friendlies were regarded as being insufficient practice or 
providing sufficient competitiveness for the youth of the Club or for those who 
weren't commanding a regular first team place. So it was decided, as an 
experiment, to enter the midweek Industrial League. This involved travelling to 
Sheddocksley for a 20 over game every Tuesday night. As an exercise this failed, 
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mainly because the nature of the cricket played in that League was hardly 
conducive to 'bringing on’ the youth of the Club when they were usually impelled 
to 'throw the bat’. 

As a result of all this the Club decided to put a team in the Reserve Grade 
beginning in 1979. This was the answer to the Club's problems. John Hodgson, 
the Captain of the new Reserve XI, was specifically instructed to use the Reserve 
games as a means of giving all players good match practice, particularly the 
younger ones. Not surprisingly, the Reserve XI, now quite a viable concern, 
floundered at the foot of that League almost deliberately. 

Of course, no club could hope to be successful if it had poor facilities. The 
setting has always been idyllic but the pavilion, though quaint and acceptable, 
was hardly ideal. The old concrete wicket was unusable (players practised inside 
a rope net which they had to erect themselves every time they practised) and the 
square needed an overhaul. The blitz on the square took place in September and 
October, 1978, and the two concrete practice wickets were erected between 
1978 and 1981 - atthe Club's own expense, of course. 

The new sports pavilion was Officially opened on 21stApril, 1985. The old 
pavilion, which had served the Club off and on for sixty years, was burned down 
at the beginning of 1984 - ironically the last pavilion was burned down, too. One 
or two locals even believed that the Cricket Club had deliberately set it on fire - 
whether it was for insurance purposes wasn't made clear! In actual fact the 
builders set it alight to make room for the new pavilion, which was being built on 
the same site. During the 1984 season, of course, the Club had no proper 
changing facilities, so a rather malodorous residential caravan was hired for the 
opposition while the home side changed in a hired container, affectionately 
known as 'the biscuit tin’. The summer of 1984, luckily, was dry and warm but the 
square suffered as a consequence (it had also been severely damaged by snow 
mould from the previous hard winter). It was felt that a means of watering the 
square was the next priority. Ironically, the summer of 1985 was the wettest for 26 
years, so the facility, finally installed in 1986, came two years too late. 

The physical transformation of Banchory Cricket Club between 1976 and 
1986 was enormous and, as was sincerely hoped at the time, this might induce a 
metamorphosis as far as results on the pitch were concerned. However, this kind 
of success, though only just round the corner, showed little signs of fruition in 
1978. 

The 1978 season was to prove even more frustrating than 1977 because 
the Club lost out on promotion to Grade 2 through having an inferior runs per 
wicket average in comparison with Boddam. However successful the season 
could have been, the stumbling block came early in the season against Dunecht. 
Played at Dunecht on a very hot May day Banchory were all out for a less than 
convincing 87, Bob Murray being top scorer with 31. Dunecht were reeling at 30 
for 5 and 35 for 6 when Denis Britt carne in to bat. Out of the remaining 58 runs, 
Britt scored 56 including six 4's and two 6's. An astonishing innings. Feelings ran 
alittle high towards the end of that game, the feeling being that Britt should never 
have been allowed to score so freely. This was to be Dunecht's only win of the 
season. 
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There were some fine individual performances this season. Tim 
Wilkinson took 8 for 16 against Caledonian - chasing Banchory's 107 they were 
all out for exactly 100. And in the very next game, against A.GS.F.P.'s at 
Rubislaw, he hit 82 out of his team's total of 196 for 9. Despite using eight bowlers 
Grammar played for the draw (143 for 5). 

Two matches later Banchory themselves were at the receiving end. John 
Morgan of St. Ronald took only 58 minutes to score 87, which included eight 6's 
and five 4's. He was out with the score at 126 for 4. St. Ronald declared at 208 for 
9 after 39 overs. Banchory's reply of 148 included a 60 from Tim Wilkinson - and 
St. Ronald's main wicket-taker that day was Alastair Cameron (6 for 76) who was 
to join Banchory himself in 1984. In a later match that season he was to take 6 for 
a2 

In the next game, at Banchory, the fiery Mike Pocock of Gordonians, 
ripped the heart out of Banchory's batting by taking 7 for 7 in 12 overs. And better 
still, perhaps, J. C. A. Hobbs of A.G.S.F.P.'s took 6 for 6 in 16 overs. Chasing 
Grammar's 121 Banchory were reduced to 23 for 7 until a stand of 26 between 
Bob Murray (17) and Stan Wilkinson (14) helped scrape a draw, Banchory 
finishing on 59 for 9. 

Banchory, then, finished up third under protest. Dunecht, with falling | 
numbers, packed up half-way through the season and scratched their remaining 
games. Banchory felt, rightly or wrongly, that a// Dunecht's matches should have 
been declared void, not just from the time they 'officially' folded. Still, did we 
deserve promotion after a defeat such as that? As it happened Dunecht were 
back in Grade 3 the following season. 

Tim Wilkinson, in a successful year for him, was third in the Grade 3 
bowling averages with an average of 7.58. 

In the 1979 season Jim Cocker took over the reins (or burden?) of 
captaincy and the whole season was to prove a disappointment. The reason for 
this is quite simple: there was a core of seven regular players and throughout the 
season 23 other people played at various times. Tim Wilkinson (a spinner) was 
the only mainline bowler, bowling twice as many overs as the only semi-regular 
quickie Roddy MacKay (the problem was to be even worse in 1980). Resources 
were stretched to the limit because of entering a team in the Reserve grade. 

The first match proved ominous when Russell Blair of Fraserburgh hit 79 
not out of his side's total of 148 for 5. Banchory took 43 overs to score 49 for 8, lan 
Watson taking 6 for 17. This season Banchory were to draw more games than 
any other in Grade 3. There were the usual individual performances of course. 
Roddy MacKay, a student, took 7 for 22 against Kemnay who were all out for 57. 
Banchory, however, 40 for 3 at one point, were all out for 48. Agame Banchory did 
win, however, was the annihilation of Huntly thanks to 5 for 5 from Bob Murray 
and 3 for 3 from Tim Wilkinson, which included a hat-trick. The latter then went on 
to take 7 for 14 against Bon-Accord and 9 for 19 against Crescent. In that game 
Nigel Humphries scored a sparkling 59 not out. There were two more bowling 
performances of note: Andrew Johnston's 7 for 14 destruction of Dunecht and a 
hat-trick by Bob Murray ripping the heart out of Crathie's middle order batting. 

The next game, against Caledonian at Sheddocksley, was one of the 
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strangest and funniest matches of this or any season. The Banchory score reads: 


Banchory 


J. Hodgson 
R. Ralph 

N. Donald 
T. Wilkinson 
G. Dixon 

J. Cocker 
D. Hoare 
R. Murray 
A. Johnston 


J. Hodgson (Jr) 


|. Russell 


|. Young 
M. Budge 
J. Wilson 


LBW 
ct. Hallett 
ct. Dixon 


ct. Tremayne 
ct. Bone 


NOT OUT 


1 
2.1-7-8-10 
8-3-0-6 
4-0-2-7 


b. 


ToOOTToOCCS 


. Young 


Young 
Young 
Young 
Wilson 
Young 
Young 
Wilson 


. Young 


Young 


Extras 


NO 
Rivkw NON So hoo 


There had been heavy rain, but someone had used the Sheddocksley 
wicket for golf practice so there were loose divots. It was decided to play the 
game on the prepared wicket as the groundsman was too far away and would be 


disinclined to cut a new wicket. So, naturally, Caledonian were cock-a-hoop 


until: 


Caledonian 


M. Budge 
K. Potter 

A. Dixon 

K. Chapman 
A. Bone 

J. Wilson 

R. Hallett 

K. Tremayne 
H. Stewart 

1. Young 

J. Scaife 


A. Johnston 
T. Wilkinson 


ct. Hodgson Jr. 
ct. Hodgson Jr. 


ct. Hodgson Jr. 
ct. Hodgson Jr. 


ct. Cocker 
RUN OUT 
RUN OUT 
NOT OUT 
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Ono. CeCe Gr Or.O-aG, 


. Johnston 
. Wilkinson 
. Wilkinson 
. Johnston 
. Wilkinson 
. Johnston 
. Wilkinson 
. Wilkinson 


Extras 


Hugh Stewart, when he was run out, threw his bat down in disgust and it 
stuck like a javelin in the mud, handle first! Over-confidence, then panic, setin. 

That year Tim Wilkinson was second in the Grade 3 bowling averages 
with an average of 6.34. 

For the 1980 season a new (and more successful) points system was 
introduced and the number of Grade 3 League matches (a ridiculous 22 in 1979) 
was reduced to ten with the introduction of a League cup, the Duncan Cup, to be 
played for largely at the beginning of the season. The reduction of matches was a 
blessing in disguise for Banchory because this season only one bowler was to 
bowl more than 50 overs - Tim Wilkinson. Andrew Johnston was not to play ona 
regular basis until the 1981 season. Not surprisingly most of the good 
performances were for the opposition: Mike Pocock's 8 for 20 for Gordonians; 
Russell Blair's 81 not out for Fraserburgh and Syd Stephen's 67 for P.O. Bon- 
Accord. In this rather drab season Banchory finished half-way in Grade 3. Three 
years later they would find themselves in Grade 1. 


Mind you, one could hardly have foreseen the success 1981 would bring © 


from the first Duncan Cup game against Anchorians. The side, now captained by 
Bob Murray, was supposed to contain eleven players but Jim Cocker arrived very 


late having fallen asleep watching the lunchtime racing and Andrew Johnston ~ 
forgot about the match altogether. Banchory were all out for 44, J. A. Fraser | 
taking 7 for 3 in only 5.4 overs. The Anchorians' innings was a formality. New | 
players soon made their mark on the Banchory scene - N. Rose of Huntly hit a | 


stylish 72 in his side's total of 119 for 9 but Banchory easily passed that total with 
six wickets down thanks to a 41 from newcomer Mike Banks and 33 from Jim 
Cocker who opened the innings. In the next game Nick Donald (7 for 12) and 
Andrew Johnston (2 for 14) helped to annihilate Caledonian: their final total of 28 
was quite flattering considering they were 13 for 9! Andrew Johnston, now 


playing regularly at last, had a tendency to make mincement of the opposition | 
with figures like 8 for 22 against Banff and 8 for 8 against Crathie. Despite the © 
hiccup against Anchorians, this win against Crathie ensured a place in the | 


Duncan Cup semi-finals later in the season. 

Tim Wilkinson was now tending to open the bowling with Andrew Johnston 
- and this proved a strange but effective combination of pace and spin. Acase in 
point was in the Reid Cup semi-final against Anchorians when the visitors 
reached a paltry 33 after 31.1 overs, thanks to 6 for 11 from Johnston and 3 for 20 


from Wilkinson. John Hodgson andMike Banks hit the required runs in 10 overs — 


and Banchory were in the Reid Cup Final. This match was followed by 
Banchory's only league defeat of the season - against Boddam. Despite a 


courageous 28 from Bob Murray in his side's disappointing total of 91, Boddam — 


won by five wickets thanks to an unbeaten 35 by that wise old bird Ally Reid. 

Murray Stewart, a player similar in style to John Milne, hit a very quick 63 
against Anchorians at North Seaton (63 out of the first 89 runs!); Anchorians were 
then reduced to 66 all out, withA. Johnston Esquire taking 6 for 22. 


62 


Banchory Cricket Club 1981 


Back row: R. Ralph, J. Cocker, D. Ramsay, G. Smith, T. Donald, D. Mungavin, R. Gibson. 


Front row: M. Banks, T. Wilkinson, R. Murray, A. Johnston, N. Donald. 


The Reid Cup Final was a match where everything seemed to go right: 


Banchory 


D. Ramsay 
M. Banks 

M. Stewart 
T. Wilkinson 
M. Mungavin 
R. Gibson 


M. Pocock 
R. Angus 
J. Leith 


ct. Nevin 
RUN OUT 
ct. Adler 
NOT OUT 
RUN OUT 
NOT OUT 


0-65 
1-59 
1-40 


63 


b. Angus 


b. Leith 


Extras 


A. Cheyne 
J. Laing 
A. Robertson 


19 
220 
253 for 4 


0-44 
0-12 
0-25 


Gordonians 


R. Angus b. Wilkinson 23 
M. Shepherd STPD Cocker b. Johnston 38 
A. Mcintosh RUN OUT 1 
J. Leith ct. Mungavin b. Johnston 0 
D. Watson LBW b. Johnston 3) 
J. Laing LBW b. Johnston 2 
J. Nevin ct. Cocker b. Johnston IZ 
A. Cheyne b. Johnston 0) 
T. Adler NOT OUT 44 
A. Robertson ct. Ramsey b. Johnston {3 
M. Pocock ct. Banks b. Johnston 18 
Extras 26 
162 

A. Johnson 8 - 80 T. Wilkinson 1-30 

D. Ramsay O25 N. Donald 0-21 


There were two main partnerships - that between Banks and Wilkinson 
took the score from 70 for 2 to 157 for 3 until Wilkinson foolishly ran his partner 
out; and that between Wilkinson and Rory Gibson from 170 for 4 till the end of the 
40 overs - this last partnership (83 in less than forty minutes) was ‘inspired! (if 
that's the right word) by the run out of David Mungavin who was run out by the 
bowler coming up to bowl (hardly 'cricket')! Wilkinson's innings, the second 
highest in the Club's history, included three 6's (one to reach his century) and 
fifteen 4's. 

Gordonians' reply slumped to 85 for 8 but Tommy Adler threw caution to 
the wind and, with the last two batsmen, gave respectability to their score. 

The promise of the season was fulfilled - at /astthe spirit and ability of the 
side was shining through. 

Another major innings for the Club took place against Crescent at the 
Links in the semi-final of the Duncan Cup. Banchory batted first and Nick Donald 
went in to bat at 62 for 3 - when he was out at 190 for 8 he had scored 96 which 
included eleven 4's and three 6's. Crescent only lasted 14.3 overs - they were all 
out for 33 after another devastating bowling performance from Andrew Johnston, 
7 for 11. 


In the final, against Anchorians, Banchory didn't have everything their 


own way. Even though Anchorians only scored 93, with Johnston taking 5 for 26, 
Banchory were far from convincing in their reply: however, at 25 for 4 a match 
winning partnership of 57 between Tim Wilkinson (47 not out) and Andrew 
Johnston (22) helped win Banchory's second cup of the season. Johnston's 
innings was by far the most responsible of his career to date. 
The final League game, against Crathie at Banchory, sealed the Deeside 
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Club's League and cup double. Crathie scored 119 with Willy Meston hitting 47 
and Andrew Johnston taking 6 for 40. Banchory's rather faltering reply was saved 
by an excellent unbeaten 59 by David Ramsay. The final table shows just how 
convincingly Banchory won the League that year: 


Grade 3 

Banchory 10 8-1-1 175 
Gordonians 10 7-2-1 165 
Crescent 10 721-2 163 
Anchorians 10 7-0-3 158 
Queen's Cross 10 5-0-5 125 
Crathie 10 4-2-4 120 
Dunecht 10 4-2-4 105 
Boddam 10 2-2-6 92 
Banff 10 2-0-8 A 
Huntly 10 1-3-6 71 
Caledonian 10 1-1-8 64 


Banchory v Crathie (at Banchory) 1 i 
D. Ramsay and R. Gibson. 
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The only trophy that Banchory didn't win in this ‘annus mirabilis' was the — 
Rhu-na-Haven Shield. Conditions were so wet for the final that the match was © 
reduced to 20 overs a side. Crathie scored 112 for 5 with Francie Farquharson | 


hitting five 6's in his 50. Banchory's reply floundered in the mud and reached only 
89 for 7. The reader, who must be sick of reading the name of Andrew Johnston, 
won't be surprised to hear that the fast bowler won the Morrison Cup having the 
best bowling average in Grade 3 - an astonishing 4.04. 

This ended by far the greatest year in the Club's history. More success 


may have followed, but 1981 will always be remembered as the year when — 


everything clicked. 

Banchory's new season in Grade 2 was bolstered by the arrival of Alan 
Fish, a tall, bearded English all-rounder whose quick bowling would make the 
Johnston/Fish partnership of opening bowlers one of the most effective in the 
Club's history. 

The opening draw against Lad's Club was an excellent result in retrospect 
because this season the Aberdeen side won promotion to Grade 1 without losing 
a game. In the next game, against Mannofield at Duthie Park, the score-book 
records the way the match ended: "SNOW STOPPED PLAY", the players having 


their tea in the hothouse to keep warm! The following match against Westburn | 
provided one of the most exciting finishes of any game: Banchory batted first and — 
scored 177 for 5 in 50 overs, Tim Wilkinson hitting 69. Westburn's reply moved — 
from 16 for 1 to 126 for 2 when Dougie Anderson was out for 79 (an innings which — 
included six 6's and five 4's). Wickets fell steadily, however, and with one ball to — 
go Westburn were 176 for 9 with a young lad facing Alan Fish: four results could — 


have been possible from this one ball (a draw, a tie, or a win for either side)! As it 
happened Alan Fish bowled a ball which harmlessly passed the stumps and a 
draw resulted. 

What was becoming evident from these early results was that Banchory 
could more than hold their own in Grade 2. In the Bon-Accord Cup, for example, 
brief newcomer Keith Thompson (7 for 27) helped dismiss Fraserburgh for 43. 
But the old batting fragility was certainly evident against Academy at Duthie Park. 
The Aberdeen side scored 145 for 7 with Jerry Donaldson (later to join Banchory) 
hitting 59; at 115 for 3 Banchory were coasting, thanks to a fine 51 from Mike 
Banks and 27 from Alan Fish. The remaining batsmen, however, could only add 
another 9 runs. 

Banks and Fish proved a very effective opening pair as was proved 
against Kemnay at Shedclocksley. They put on 123 before the first wicket fell, 
then a record for any Club partnership. In the final score of 199 for 3 Fish scored 
75 and Banks 68. Kemnay also found the batting easy, however, and closed on 
140 for 5. 

A marvellous 73 not out by Alan Prosser of Westburn put paid to 
Banchory's cup run. Banks and Fish's opening partnership was almost beaten a 
few games later when Banks (89 not out) and Bob Ralph (38) put on 118 against 
P.O. Bon-Accord. Mike Banks' innings included thirteen 4's. 

Readers may remember mention of the Club's fraught game with 
Dunechtin 1978. This time the Grade 3 side inflicted the same kind of defeat on 
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their Grade 2 rivals - this time in the Rhu-na-Haven Shield. Chasing Banchory's 
poor 92 the Dunecht innings was transformed by (yes, you've guessed it!) Denis 
Britt whose 50 not out (including three 6's and six 4's) won the game for his side. 
History has a way of repeating itself. 

Another fine innings was scored by Graham Robertson of St. Ronald who 
hit 83 in his side's draw with Banchory - in the same match Mike Banks replied 
with a 65. Banchory finished 6th in a League of 10 having won five, drawn seven 
and lost six matches but were never in any danger of being demoted. In fact the 
Banchory Club could be well satisfied with their position.and their prospects. The 
new players had added much to the side but other players were still doing their 
bit: one example was the last League game of the 1982 season. Academy were 
dismissed for 91with Alan Fish taking 6 for 26; at 56 for 8 defeat was staring the 
home side in the face but Bob Murray (27 not out) and Andrew Johnston (13 not 
out) provided a gutsy win for the Club. 

Success breeds success. The Club was now beginning to attract a 
considerable number of new players now becoming too numerous to mention. 
The first league match, against St. Ronald, proved a bad start. Banchory batted 
first and scored 122 but, despite 7 for 34 from Alan Fish, Harry Latchman scored 
an excellent 82 not out to allow his side to win by two wickets. Luck was on 
Banchory's side in the next match, however: chasing A.G.S.F.P.'s total of 101 
Banchory, despite 39 from Mike Gunton and 27 from Tim Wilkinson, plummeted 
to 94 for 9 before Dinkar Sabnis and Jim Cocker hit the necessary runs. John 
Fraser hit a patient 98 not out for Balmoral at King's College a few games later. 

A strange game took place against Westburn at Banchory. The home 
side batted first and scored 123 in 50 overs - Westburn, never looking for a win 
after losing early wickets, took 40 overs to score 49 for 7, the last two batsmen 
taking 45 minutes to score all of 2 runs! A68 not out by Bill Barclay of Stonehaven 
was the main reason why Banchory lost the Cup semi-final and could now 
concentrate on the league where things were going well despite some early 
hiccups. Skipper Tim Wilkinson took 7 for 38 against Anchorians who scored 84 
in 49 overs. Banchory's reply of 85 for 1 lasted only 25 overs and was highlighted 
by an unbeaten 58 by Alan Fish. 

This was followed by a crushing defeat at the hands of Westburn. Gone 
was the undue caution of their previous game and the Aberdeen side hit 189 for 5 
with Gary Aitken scoring 62. Banchory, 73 all out, had no answer to the pace of 
Dougie Anderson (8 for 20) that day. In a good draw against P.O. Bon-Accord, 
Syd Stephen's 72 was matched by a 52 from Mike Banks but this was followed by 
a narrow defeat by promotion contenders Bon-Accord. Banchory then 
proceeded to win the next three games - against Academy, Balmoral and 
Fraserburgh. This meant that, with one League game to go, Banchory needed 
seven points to reach Grade |. The match was to be against Stonehaven at 
Mineralwell Park - a side who had already won the league and would be sure not 
to give any favours away. A few of the side had become a little neurotic about this 
important match: Alan Fish, for example, had developed a nervous twitch and 
required medical treatment for sleeplessness! Not surprisingly it proved a very 
nervy game. Stonehaven were all out for 150, Ewen Cooper hitting 51 - this gave 
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Banchory 5 bowling points, so they only needed two more points to win 
promotion. In other words, all they had to do was reach 65, win or lose, to gain the 
necessary points and this should have been a formality considering the strength 
of the side's batting. Banchory, however, got off to the worst of possible starts, 
losing Mike Banks, Mike Gunton and Chris Pardy very cheaply. A good stand 
between Bob Ralph (13) and Alan Fish (22) took the score to 40 for 4 but then 
wickets began tumbling: 48 for 5, 52 for 6, 57 for 8 - it would have been tempting 
for a batsman to 'have a go' but there was too much at stake. Eventually 
Banchory finished on 58 for 8 having faced the most horrifying 43 overs in its 
history. The final table reads: 


Grade 2 

Stonehaven 18 10-5-3 266 
Banchory 18 9-4-5 240 
P.O. Bon-Accord 18 8-6-4 234 
Balmoral 18 8-6-4 228 
Westburn 18 7-6-5 224 
St. Ronald 18 5-6-7 193 
A.G.S.F.P.'s ibe 4-5-8 176 
Fraserburgh We 4-7-6 174 
Academy 18 2-6-10 159 
Anchorians 18 2-5-11 AZZ 


Alan Fish capped a fine season for him by winning the Porter Cup as best 
bowler in Grade 2 - his average was 8.12. 

Banchory's first ever season in Grade 1 was faced with a little trepidation 
since so many of the sides in that league were complete unknown quantities. The 
same question lingered at the back of the mind as when the side was promoted to 
Grade 2 - were we good enough to hold our own? The first league match would 
prove as good a test as any - against Dyce, the previous year's league 
champions. As it happened the match proved a very equal fight, Dyce being 
dismissed for 128 with newcomer Keith Johnson taking four wickets and 
Banchory playing out a safe draw on 91 for 7, with Andrew Johnston hitting 36. 
Consecutive defeats against Turriff (one in the League and one in the Turriff Cup) 
brought things back to reality, however; the Banchory batting looking very fragile 
against the real pace of Andrew Bee - and later Steve Gomez of Saracens who 
cracked a lightning 67 and then proceeded to take 7 for 29. Banchory had a lot to 
learn: in a match against Stoneywood at Banchory the home side were well 
satisfied with their 147 for 6 which included an unbeaten 82 from Mike Gunton; 
Stoneywood slumped to 104 for 7 but a frustrating partnership between Hugh 
Keay (27 not out) and Russell Balsillie (25 not out) secured victory for the 
Aberdeen side, rubbing in the fact that Grade 1 sides contain batting down to No. 
11. There were good wins, though: Andrew Johnston's 7 for 25 sealed victory 
against Stonehaven and Alastair Cameron's 7 for 30 against Crathie ensured a 
place in the Rhu-na-Haven Shield Final. 
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More importantly, on a sticky wicket at Turriff in the Aberdeenshire Cup 
semi-final, Andrew Johnston's 8 for 20 decimation of the home side should have 
clinched victory, but Banchory had a mighty struggle to reach 43, the Turriff score. 
They made it with eight wickets down! And few could predict the next game in the 
league: Banchory scored 143 for 9 with Mike Banks hitting an accomplished 59 
but then Dyce, a good batting side, were dismissed for a paltry 35, having been 28 
for 3. The two Johns(t)ons shared the wickets. The Burnett Park also proved a 
great leveller later in the season when eventual champions Saracens were 
dismissed for 86. Banchory's 88 for 4 contained a fine 53 not out from Alan Fish. 

The Aberdeenshire Cup Final on 12th August at Mannofield was an awe- 
inspiring occasion not least because Stoneywood were so experienced in Cup 
cricket (and cup final cricket, having won the Aberdeenshire Cup in the previous 
two seasons). There is also a slight difference between the Banchory wicket and 
the Mannofield one, the Banchory bowlers unused to such a hard and 
unresponsive track. The Banchory bowlers kept Stoneywood fairly well contained 
until a partnership of 62 between Colin Clark (23) and Russell Balsillle (46) took 
the score from 109 for 4 to 171 for 5 - Balsillie's 46 was scored off only 26 balls. 
Stoneywood's final score of 193 for 9 was well within reach - or should have been. 
Skipper Tim Wilkinson over-bowled himself but took 5 for 65 and Alan Fish 3 for 
44: Andrew Johnston found no response from the wicket and took 0 for 56. 


Aberdeenshire Cup Final 1984 - Banchory C.C. v Stoneywood 
Back row: R. Gibson, A. Johnston, A. Fish, M. Gunton, D. Heard, A. Cameron. 
Front row: H. St. Hill, R. Murray, T. Wilkinson, T. Pennington, M. Banks. 
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Despite a gritty 67 from Alan Fish the Banchory reply of 150 for 7 was 
always behind the required run rate - Banchory hit three 4's to Stoneywood's 
twenty-one! David Heard hit an elegant 31 not out and Mike Banks (20) provided 
a good start but, apart from Alan Fish, the 'big hitters' (Hal St. Hill and Mike 
Gunton) failed on this occasion. The country side was also dogged by ill-luck: 
Keith Johnson was unable to play due to a shoulder injury and Rory Gibson 
pulled a hamstring while he was fielding! 

The disappointment of this defeat lingered on for much of the season and 
it was followed by consecutive defeats from Inverurie (for which Roy Ewen took 7 
for 47) and Stonehaven (for whom Philip Lobban took 7 for 18). However, 
Andrew Johnston (7 for 27) helped to dismiss Turriff for 48 in a surprisingly easy 
victory and the last league game against bottom-of-the-table Mannofield saw a 
partnership of 88 between Keith Johnson (48) and Alan Fish (52). Banchory 
declared on 155 for 8; Mannofield, whose tactics were a complete puzzle, went 
for a draw from the start - they finished up on 101 for 7. 

Despite the failure in the Cup Final Banchory had a lot to be pleased with 
in 1984, notleast was ending fourth in their new league: 


Grade 1 

Saracens 18 11-4-3 22 
Inverurie 18 11-4-3 271 
Turriff 18 11-0-7 263 
Banchory 18 9-3-6 240 
Dyce 18 8-6-4 Paes 
Stoneywood 18 6-7-5 216 
Stonehaven 18 5-2-11 185 
Cults 18 5-6-7 174 
Ellon 18 4-3-11 160 
Mannofield 18 1-4-13 119 


There was some success in 1984, however. At last Banchory won the 
Rhu-na-Haven Shield, a trophy they last won in 1966. Alford were held to a total 
of 98, thanks to tight bowling from Andrew Johnston (7 for 24); Banchory's reply 
of 102 for 4 contained a splendid 50 not out from Mike Banks. 

The 1985 season was, according to the records, the wettest summer in 
Aberdeen since 1957. Despite this, though other sides didn't, Banchory 
managed to complete all their games and finished an immensely creditable 2nd 
in Grade 1. Some games were lost through bad luck: against Dyce in the Turriff 
Cup Banchory were 61 for 3 then 80 all out due to a devastating spell of 5 for 8 
from lan Leask. Dyce, on the other hand, were 70 for 9 (Mike Gunton taking 6 for 
20) when the last pair helped to win the game for the Aberdeen side with five balls 
left. In the next game, a rather extraordinary bowling feat by Keith Johnson 
helped Banchory to a deserved draw. Banchory only managed 72 on a damp 
Harlaw wicket; Saracens went from 51 for 5 to 72 for 7 with one over left 
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to be bowled by the Captain, Keith Johnson. With responsibility weighing heavily on 
his shoulders he actually managed to bowl a maiden, a player being run out off the 
last ball! 

In the Small Clubs Cup Stoneywood (now a distinct bogey side for 
Bancbory) were narrow victors over Banchory, the difference being an excellent 76 
from lan McRae. Bad luck dogged Banchory up at Inverurie: on a peach of a wicket 
Inverurie hit a devastating 176 for 4 in 39 overs, with Bill Strachan scoring an 
unbeaten 78. The very nature of the wicket altered during the tea interval as heavy 
showers plummeted down for the remainder of the game - from being 81 for 3 they 
were all out for 94 despite a valiant attempt at a draw from Keith Johnson and Allan 
Taylor. In truth, a more experienced side wouldn't have continued playing in those 
circumstances. 

This was the first of several ‘disputes’ during a frustrating season. In the 
Aberdeenshire Cup semi-final at Stoneywood a controversial catch on the boundary 
by Banchory's Terry Morgan severely angered the home side whose bowlers cleverly 
used this incident to fire themselves against the Banchory batsmen: chasing 50, the 
Banchory players only reached 30 - once again lack of experience showed through. 

Perhaps the most inept batting display for many a year was against 
Westburn where the home side struggled to reach 44 in 35 overs. Westburn were 22 
for 1 after only six overs when the heavens opened and the match was abandoned 
and the game had to be replayed - God couldn't have timed this intervention better! 
Another dispute faced the Banchory side when, playing at Kintore, the home side 
decided to walk off the pitch during heavy drizzle. This matter was never satisfactorily 
resolved. 

But the season wasn't all doom and gloom. There was a very exciting win 
against Cults which was soon followed by a six wicket win over Turriff. Yet another 
defeat by Stoneywood (despite Andrew Johnston's 8 for 28) contributed to an erratic 
season. A 50 by Mike Banks was followed by a sparkling batting display towards the 
end of the season. Playing Turriff at Banff on their artificial wicket, Banchory were 45 
for 2 when Tim Donald joined Rory Gibson at the wicket - they both left the wicket at 
147 for 2. Gibson (45 not out) played the anchor role while Tim Donald (66 not out) 
proceeded to hit four enormous 6's and three 4's. Turriff were all out for 46. 

With nothing at stake, the backlog of postponed matches was largely 
abandoned by many clubs. Dyce, however, proved worthy champions. 


Grade 1 
Dyce 15 10-5-0 243 
Banchory 18 7-7-4 220 
Inverurie 18 7-6-5 220 
Stoneywood 17 6-7-4 197 
~ Stonehaven ‘it 5-8-4 189 
Westburn 16 6-4-6 182 
_ Cults 14 4-8-2 159 
Saracens 16 5-6-5 159 
Kintore ao 2-2-11 105 
Turriff 14 1-2-11 75 
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The 1986 season, in terms of team performance, proved disastrous and, 
if we ever had any say in such matters, we could hardly have planned things 
more badly -publishing a history of the Club in the year of relegation! However, 
histories never depended on the vagaries of fate. 

In the close season Andrew Johnston had decided to sample a ‘higher’ 
form of cricket while he was still young and joined Gordonians in the Strathmore 
Union. This was bound to leave a certain amount of vulnerability in the bowling, 
but ironically, it was Banchory's age-old problem of weak batting which was to 
prove their downfall. The very first league match, against Westburn, was an 
omen: Westburn scored 124 for 7 in 50 overs, yet four of the wickets went to the 
spin bowler Tim Wilkinson who came on fourth change! In Banchory's paltry reply 
of 54 only Steve Rawson (17) reached double figures. 

There were good batting performances amongst the dross: poor Ken 
Campbell scored a heroic 54 against Inverurie in the rain, and with a groin strain, 
but the match was abandoned! This was the first of two extremely ill-tempered 
meetings with that club. An exciting win over Ellon with two balls to spare (and 
where Steve Rawson took 6 for 28) was followed by an awful defeat at the hands 
of Inverurie, the Deeside Club falling three runs short of their paltry 48. St. Ronald 
were then skittled out for 34 (Keith Johnson 5 for 5; Tim Wilkinson 4 for 5) and 
Banchory narrowly lost to Stoneywood in the Aberdeenshire Cup, Mike Banks 
scoring an unbeaten 69. A record last wicket partnership of 38 between John 
Millar and Terry Pennington wasn't enough to prevent defeat by Stonehaven. But 
in the next game, Keith Johnson's 6 for 31 in 22 overs helped in a surprisingly 
easy nine wicket defeat of Dyce but a ten wicket defeat by Stoneywood was 
followed by the batting low-point of 1986 -Saracens bowling Banchory out for 29. 

Defeat seemed to follow defeat and, despite an encouraging victory at 
Inverurie (in which Tim Wilkinson took 6 for 12) the slide towards Grade 2 was 
becoming increasingly slippery. The failure to beat the bottom club, St. Ronald, 
was a major set-back and quite often the starts were poor: against Stonehaven 
Banchory were 13 for 4 before Philip Gordon (46 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (25) 
restored some pride. In the Rhu-na-Haven Final, against Alford, chasing 67 
Banchory did well to reach 62 after being 2 for 5. Yet, ironically, in the previous 
round against Dunecht, Mike Banks (52) and Steve Rawson (61) put on 114 
before the first wicket fell! 

Throughout the 1986 season Mike Banks was the only batsman with any 
consistency scoring a total of 409 at an average of 24.1. In the bowling Tim 
Wilkinson had a particularly good season, taking 47 wickets at an average of 
LOST 

Success for Banchory Cricket Club in terms of promotion to a higher 
standard of cricket only arrived after about 120 years of patient waiting - until the 
1980’s. 
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PART 6 -THE YO-YO YEARS 


August 1987 saw the publication of the first edition of this illustrious book. 
What, gentle reader, lies in store for the avid explorer of the next seventeen 
years? The following pages will bear witness to personal tragedy, three highly 
comic Cornish interludes, a genuine ghost story, famous personalities as well as 
personal achievement on the cricket field. And these are truly the yo-yo years 
when the 1° XI drop to Grade 2 on four very brief occasions. Now read on. 

Banchory Cricket Club's meteoric rise through the grades in the 1980's 
was halted in 1986 when they were narrowly relegated to Grade 2. This was to 
happen on four other occasions (in 1990,1994,1997 and 1999), but each time the 
visit was only to last a year as standards gradually rose in the Club. Demotion 
always seemed to be like a fuelling stop, when the Club's cricketing batteries 
could be re-charged with success. This was certainly the case in 1987 when the 
team swept all before it, losing only one league and two cup matches in the entire 
season. The writing was on the wall as early as the first match, with Turriff being 
bowled out for a paltry 35, thanks to 5 for 11 from Keith Johnson and 3 for 24 from 
Terry Pennington. In fact this was to be a vintage season for Johnson whose 
unerring accuracy bedazzled many Grade 2 batsmen. In all the fast bowler took 
sixty wickets in the season at an average of 8.66 and astrike rate of less than two 
runs an over. 

Aquiet Englishman called Charlie Richardson, whose only season with the 
club this was to be, made his mark on the next two matches: his 4 for 6 put paid to 
Grammar FP's and his 5 for 34 really had St. Ronald in a spin. Peter Wilkinson, 
who was rapidly becoming a part-time player for the club, accounted for Balmoral 
with an effective 5 for 16. The Aberdeen side were all out for 94 with Banchory's 
reply being notable for a quickfire 60 not out from Mike Banks and, not for the last 
time in his long and illustrious career, Ken Campbell had to retire hurt, this time 
with a badly cut lip. Against Gordonians, skipper Tim Wilkinson weighed in with a 
match-winning 5 for 10, but a week later the Deesiders came very close to their 
first defeat: Crescent's Mike Shearer reduced Banchory to a jittery 96 at Kaimhill 
thanks to a seven wicket haul, but the Aberdeen side could only muster 78. Next 
day, in the Bon-Accord Cup, Lads' Club were all out for 101 with Tim Wilkinson 
taking 6 for 28 but on this occasion Banchory's batting crumbled in the face of 
those two excellent bowlers, Bill Stables and Raymond Rattray, and were all out 
fora disappointing 59. 

Banchory were now building up a head of steam and were well placed for 
promotion. Sides were beginning to fear us: for example in a match against 
Gordonians at the Links the visitors hit form, scoring an impressive 168 for 7 in 
their 50 overs, a young Tim Donald hitting 85 not out; the Aberdeen side then took 
AO overs to crawl to 78 for 6 with Terry Pennington finishing with 4 for 11 in 12 
overs. And towards the end of August a performance of real backbone virtually 
sealed promotion: against Artisans at Sheddocksley, Banchory were in dire 
straits at 47 for 8,but a superb partnership of 49 between Charlie Richardson (54) 
and Philip Gordon (10), batting 9 and 10 respectively, gave the score 
respectability. And a valuable 4 not out from Terry Pennington batting last meant 
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18.Banchory 1° XI 1987 
Back Row: T. Donald, P. Wilkinson, M. Potter, K. Johnson (Captain), K. Campbell. 
Front Row: P. Gordon, C. Richardson, S. Jones, M. Banks, T. Wilkinson, T. Pennington. 


a final score of 112. At one point Artisans were nicely placed at 41 for 4 but Tim 
Wilkinson's 4 for 6 reduced them to 55 all out. The next day, up at Turriff, the home 
side never recovered from being 6 for 5 thanks to a devastating spell of bowling 
by Mr Reliable, Keith Johnson. 

Meanwhile, easy wins in the Turriff Cup against Crescent and Mannofield 
meant a semi-final showdown against Grade 1 rivals Inverurie. This was to be a 
great win. Reduced to 57 for 7, Inverurie turned their fortunes around thanks to a 
49 not out from S Phelps and 29 not out from Andrew Stalker. The home side 
finished on 119 for 7. Despite a fine 48 from Keith Johnson, a distinct case of the 
jitters set in and the visitors fell away from a position of authority at 90 for 5 toa 
team of nervous wrecks at 113 for 8, then 113 for 9 once again, though, Terry 
Pennington (4 not out) provided the experience while a young Steve Rawson (6 
not out) stuck around sensibly until he saved the day by hitting Justin Lamb for 
four. 

A fortnight later the Turriff Cup Final took place at a cold and drizzly Duthie 
Park against Crathie. This would prove to be an important match for another 
important newcomer to Banchory - Mike Potter. Potter would prove to be a very 
fine left-handed opener who was particularly powerful square of the wicket. 
Unflamboyant in approach, and who tended to accumulate runs, Potter began 
his first season fairly modestly but he came into his own at just the right time. 
Batting first, Banchory scored an impressive 183 for 7 in their 40 overs. 
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There were three innings of note: Mike Potter's 68 provided the ideal anchor 
role with Keith Johnson (34) while Tim Wilkinson (35 not out) produced some 
late acceleration. In reply, lan Crooks (40) and Gillespie Munro (34) created 
an ideal 73 run opening platform, but a spell of 4 for 22 by Tim Donald 
knocked the stuffing out of Crathie's middle order and they finished the game 
25 runs short. That night as they drank champagne out of the Turriff Cup, the 
Banchory team could reflect on a very successful season: not only had they 
won the league outright but individuals figured in the Grade 2 roll of honour. 
Tim Donald, with an average of 42.62, was the league's best batsman while 
Mike Banks was fourth, the latter deservedly second best wicketkeeper in all 
the grades. And not to be outdone, Keith Johnson and Tim Wilkinson were 
third and fourth respectively in the Grade's bowling statistics. 

Two other important events also took place in 1987. On August 8" the first 
history of the club was published and this was followed the next day by aseven-a 
side tournament at the Burnett Park. This was to celebrate the centenary of the 
Burnett Park, which was officially opened on August 3° 1887, although it wasn't 
actually officially opened as a cricket ground until June 1° 1890. 

The 1988 season began with a new captain, Keith Johnson, but Grade 1 
was to prove a desperate struggle despite draws against Crathie and 
Stonehaven the team had to wait until the beginning of August for their first win. 
What was the problem? Despite consistent performances from Mike Potter, the 
batting proved somewhat fragile and it was fairly rare for the side to reach three 
figures. Ironically, on the one occasion when they did they lost. This was in a 
memorable match against Grammar FP's at the Burnett Park: thanks to a 
whirlwind 45 by lan Hopkin the visitors declared on 158 for 9 in 50 overs. Auseful 
43 from Tim Wilkinson gave the innings impetus but a middle order collapse left 
the Deesiders on a precarious 71 for 6 but a battling 30 from Terry Pennington 
and a captain's innings of 23 not out from Keith Johnson gave Banchory a sniff of 
victory. When Pennington was out caught the score was 129 for 9 but young 
Johnny Millar stuck around while his skipper grafted the runs, but with an 
agonising three runs left to score in three balls Millar was run out! 

With relegation a distinct possibility Banchory had to make sure they beat 
fellow strugglers Crathie, Grammar FP's and Stonehaven and this was the 
exact sequence of their next three games. At a sunny Balmoral 47 from Steve 
Rawson and 46 not out from Mike Banks allowed the visitors to declare on 150 
for 7 with Francie Farquharson taking 5 for 34. Crathie's reply was abject, to say 
the least. | will let the scorecard speak for itself: 
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B. MCPHERSON ct Murray b Johnson 8 
J. HESKWITH b Rawson 0 
R. FARQUHARSON b Johnson 0 
R. BARNETT ct Wilkinson b Johnson 0 
F. FARQUHARSON Not Out Ay 
R. McARA lbw b Johnson 0 
W. FARQUHARSON ct Potter b Search ‘- 
F. CAMERON b Rawson 0 
S. STEWART lbw b Wilkinson 0 
|. HEPBURN b Wilkinson 0 

Extras 5 

TOTAL of 


K. JOHNSON 4 for 12 
S. RAWSON 2 for 15 
P. SEARCH 1 for 8 

T. WILKINSON 2 for 0 


Banchory's second vital win came a week later against Grammar at Rubislaw. In 
the visitors’ total of 120 only three players reached double figures: Mike Potter (26), 
Mike Banks (30) and Keith Johnson (33). Grammar were well placed at 67 for 2 but 
a devastating spell of fast bowling from the promising Philip Search (3 for 14) meant 
the Aberdeen side were all out for 104. And Banchory's hat-trick of wins was 
secured against Stonehaven a fine 57 from Mike Banks was the foundation for the 
home side's final total of 156 for 7 and the visitors were rolled over for a measly 69. 
A week later a gutsy draw against Inverurie (in which Ken Campbell scored an 
invaluable 33 not outin two hours) ensured Grade 1 status for another year. 

Towards the end of the 1988 season there was a modicum of success: a 
team from the club upset the form book by winning the Newtonhill Sevens 
Tournament, and in the Turriff Cup, wins against Huntly and Caledonian meant a 
semi-final showdown with old rivals Bon-Accord. The Aberdeen's 40 over total of 
128 for 8 was largely thanks to a patient 51 by Mike Brown _ pick of Banchory's 
bowlers was Alistair Cameron whose eight overs only cost 2 for 12. At 90 for 1 in 
reply Banchory must have already been thinking of the final with Mike Banks hitting 
35, Ken Campbell 39 and Peter Wilkinson 17. But somehow the home side 
contrived to impiode: Mike Brown's 4 for 20 wiped out the middle order but even at 
126 for 8 it only needed a level head to secure victory. However consecutive 
wickets from Graeme Morrison accounted for Steve Jones (1) and Matthew 
MacPherson (0). 

However, silverware finally arrived in the very last game of the season, the 
Rhu-na-Haven final. Against Roy Ewen's Alford Banchory scored 141 for 5 with Tim 
Donald hitting a memorable 59, Peter Wilkinson 36 and Tim Wilkinson 34. In reply 
Alford reached 103, with man of the match Tim Donald taking 3 for9. 

And one fielding record was established in 1988 which, to date, hasn't been 
beaten: as a fielder Tim Wilkinson held on to 17 catches - simply a case of being in 
the right place at the right time! 
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1989 was to prove a better season all round. Mike Potter was now captain 
and this added responsibility was to be reflected in a superb season with the bat. 
The younger generation in the form of Steve Rawson, Lewis Beddie, Matthew 
MacPherson and John Millar were beginning to make their considerable 
presences felt, and the arrival of the Ollises from Cornwall would benefit the club 
generally. However, Mike Potter's debut as captain was a brief nightmare: brief, 
because the opening match against Cults was over by 4 p.m. Russell Balsillie's 
devastating spell of 5 for 4 in 13 overs reduced the home team to an 
embarrassing 28 all out. Needless to say, Cults required just nine overs to knock 
off the runs. Aweek later Banchory were at the end of a nine wicket drubbing by 
Ellon and then, against Westburn, defending a score of 99, the Aberdeen side 
were reduced to 77 for 8 but failed to dislodge an obdurate Gary Aitken who won 
the game for them. 

Victory finally came in an exciting game against Artisans. Banchory took 
49 overs to score 113 for 7 with John Horne taking 3 for 44 in his unbroken spell 
of 25 overs (in those days there was no restriction in how many overs a bowler 
could bowl). At 80 for 3 Artisans were well placed but Tim Donald's spell of 7 for 
44 proved a match-winner and when he uprooted John Horne's middle stump 
the home side had sneaked home by a solitary run. Excitement was the order of 
the day in the next game against Grammar FP's: chasing 104, Banchory were 
reduced to 102 for 9 until Matthew MacPherson, batting at 11, smashed the 
winning runs. Banchory were now showing a great deal of character in their 
approach to matches and this was exemplified in a tough encounter with Dyce 
who would go on to win the league. The Stewart Park side scored 162 for 5 in 39 
overs (Peter Coetzer 50,Steve Brady 49) but Banchory came very close to an 
upset, finishing on 154 for 6 with Ken Campbell hitting a magnificent 64 not out. 

Bowlers were on top in another nail-biter against Ellon. Colin Addison's 6 
for 39 condemned the home side to 108 all out despite a fine 47 from Mike Potter 
at the top of the order at one point Banchory were 83 for 3. But this was to be 
Steve Rawson's day: the young fast bowler had reduced Ellon to 90 for 7 when 
he proceeded to take three wickets in seven balls and finish with the astonishing 
figures of 8 for 33. A week later, Banchory even managed to take points off the 
impregnable Cults side at their fortress ground, the Allan Park. Cults declared 
after 39 overs with a formidable total of 205 for 7. Paul Upjohn was the main 
architect of this daunting scoreline, his 77 not out consisting of thirteen fours and 
two sixes. On their heels at 13 for 3, a useful partnership developed between 
Ken Campbell (18) and Keith Johnson (47), but when they both fell with the 
score on 85 it exposed an extremely long, and an extremely young, tail. Messrs 
Buston, Williamson, Drummond and Duncan all fell cheaply, the score 
collapsing to a precarious 101 for 9, but it was left to Lewis Beddie (14 not out) 
and Steve Rawson (14 not out) to see out the remaining seven overs. The 
visitors finished on 120 for 9. 

An easy win against Inverurie, in which Mike Potter scored 64 and 
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Tim Wilkinson took 5 for 14, was followed by a classic encounter against 
Grammar FP's at Rubislaw. Banchory posted a huge score of 181 for 5 in 45 
overs (Tim Wilkinson 58, Lewis Beddie 55). Grammar recovered from being 9 for 
3 with vital contributions from John Fraser (48), lan Souter (48) and Mike Hart (42 
not out). With one Steve Rawson over left, the score was 169 for 8, so thirteen 
runs were required, or two wickets from the Banchory perspective. Steve's first 
four balls went for three singles so Grammar required two sixes to win with the 
big-hitting Hart facing. The fifth ball was promptly dispatched over the boundary 
and it was all down to the final ball: Rawson loped in only to see his delivery 
clubbed agonisingly over long-off for a final six! 

In the middle of August the usual defeat at the hands of Stoneywood was 
highlighted by a fine 46 from Mike Ollis but Banchory had no answer to the pace 
of Mark Bayman (6 for 33) who obliterated Banchory's tail by taking four wickets 
in four balls. At the end of the season, Banchory's seven victories meant a safe 
finish in seventh place. As far as cup Success was concerned, despite an early 
Aberdeenshire Cup exit at the hands of Cults, Banchory progressed in the Turriff 
Cup and played ina memorable tied match with Inverurie both teams finished on 
200 for 9, Banchory being saved by Alistair Cameron hitting two off the very last 
ball. Inverurie won the replay. In the course of the season, skipper Mike Potter 
broke what was then a club record, amassing an impressive 542 runs in 24 
innings. 

If 1989 was relatively successful, and a confidence-boosting year, why 
would 1990 be such a disaster? 

For a start, skipper Mike Potter only played half the season and, even 
worse, the 1° X1 lost the services of one of their finest bowlers, Keith Johnson, for 
all but five games. As a promising young bowler, teenager Matthew MacPherson 
was used in all twenty-two matches but at the rather dispiriting cost of 45.4 runs 
per wicket. No surprise, then, that the team struggled all season. There were few 
performances of note at least from the Banchory perspective. Against 


Stoneywood the Aberdeen side scored 160 for 5 in 41 overs with the late © 


lamented Hugh Keay hitting 76. Unfortunately Mike Smith, fielding at short 
square leg broke his wrist fielding a hook and had to be taken to hospital. This 
accident was to have a bearing on the outcome of the game. After tea, 
Banchory's reply reached a paltry 65 for 8 when Tim Wilkinson (42 not out) and 
Lewis Beddie (18) put on 60 runs for the ninth wicket, which is still a record today. 
When Beddie was out that was the end of the game of course because the 
aforesaid Mike Smith was unable to even carry his bat. 


Defeat followed defeat followed defeat, and even a successful tour to | 
Cornwall didn't stop the rot. Even scoring 179 for 6 against Inverurie wasn't a | 
winning score despite an elegant 60 from Mike Thomson. Inverurie passed the | 
Banchory score with only four wickets down. Success finally came against Dyce | 


at the Burnett Park. The home side's total of 151 was a case of all the batsmen | 
contributing. Dyce were 79 for 2 at one point with David Lamb scoring 52 and | 
brother Robert 31 but no other batsman was to score more than three thanks toa | 


match-winning spell of 6 for 8 from spinner Tim Wilkinson. Dyce were eventually | 
all out for 98. The same player shone in a later fixture against Westburn: despite 
78 


scoring 82 not out in his side's total of 160 it was really Dougie Anderson's match, 
the all-rounder taking 6 for 43 and scoring 74 in his side's four wicket victory. 
Wilkinson also took 7 for 40 against St Ronald but even this performance was 
bettered by Alastair Mudie whose 8 for 48 destroyed the Banchory batting 
despite a gallant 42 from Steve Rawson. And in Banchory's final match in Grade 
1, Russell Balsillie of Cults single-handedly destroyed the Deesiders with a 
seven wicket haul for just 15 runs. 
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CORNISH INTERLUDE NO. 1 (1990) 


Banchory player Mike Ollis who, with his wife Judy, ran the Raemoir House 
Hotel hailed from St Austell in Cornwall and played for Bugle C.C. He and his son 
Robert were keen on promoting a tour to 'God's Own Country’ and sixteen players 
duly put their names down for what was to be a fabulous and unforgettable week. 
Robert, by the way, was to gain a unique nickname in the club. In one of his first 
games the captain was moving the field and, momentarily forgetting Robert's 
name, simply said, "Boy, move to square leg”, and the name 'Boy' stuck. 

Five games were arranged on consecutive days and the players were based 
in a guest house almost overlooking Mevagissey harbour on the south Cornish 
coast. The accommodation could hardly have been better: it was run by a 
somewhat eccentric lady called Stella who was generosity itself. The players had 
the place to themselves and were even allowed to serve themselves drinks in the 
bar, and they could escape the roasting weather by luxuriating in a small outside 
swimming pool. It was an odd mix of players who went, ranging from the laddish 
(‘Boy' Ollis, Mike Smith, Chris Buston, Mike Thomson and Steve Rawson) to the 
avuncular (Bernard Kenworthy, Geoff Hadley, Colin Chapman, Tony Giles and 
Dave Steel). There were also two guest players in the guise of Danny Cohen and 
his son Matthew (at this time the much travelled Danny was playing for 
Stonehaven), but it was remarkable how such an eclectic bunch ‘clicked’ with 
everyone else. The 666 mile car journey would be well worth it. The present writer 
arrived tired and sweaty after a twelve hour journey only to be thrown fully clothed 
into said swimming pool! The tour had begun. 


C. Buston, S. Rawson, M. Thomson, ‘Boy' Ollis. 
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The first match, on July 15",was against St. Mawgan. Picture your ideal 
English cricket ground and this was it: a babbling brook, a church tolling its hours 
and strawberry and clotted cream scones. The home side scored 215 in their 
forty overs with Dave Steel taking 3 for 25, 'Boy' Ollis 2 for 21 and the unlikely 
figure of Mike Smith 2 for 12. In reply Banchory fell twenty runs short with good 
knocks from Geoff Hadley (48) and Dave Steel (44). No tour should be without its 
Fines Committee and, as chairman, solicitor Danny Cohen took to his new job in 
the same way that the Vikings took to rape and pillage. He did a great job, in fact, 
and his swingeing fines helped to finance the rather orgiastic dinner at the end of 
the tour. 


G. Hadley, B. Kenworthy, T. Giles at St. Mawgan 


Next day, once the hangovers had worn off and once Mike 'Rip Van Winkle’ 
Thomson had been dragged out his bed, the team travelled to Newquay on the 
north coast. This was to be a more challenging game played in tremendous good 
spirit. Newquay batted first and scored 154 in 45 overs with Steve Rawson taking 
4 for 16 and Tim Wilkinson 3 for 18.Banchory's reply of 107 consisted of three 
double figure knocks: Bob Murray (36), Tim Wilkinson (24) and Mike Thomson, 
now fully awake, (19 not out). 

Tuesday was a big day for Mike Ollis, determined to be a victorious captain 
against his old club, Bugle, who played on an unusually shaped ground about 
five miles north of St. Austell: the ground was shaped a bit like a bottle with the 
wicket placed where the neck would have been, so the boundaries were 
extremely close on two sides. Unfortunately Mike never was to beat his old club 
in three attempts. Banchory posted a decent score of 164, with Mike Banks (54) 
in good form ably supported by Mike Thomson (27), but Bugle easily won by five 
wickets with Wilkinson and Smith taking two wickets each. The evening was 
spent in a drunken haze at the Working Men's Club in Bugle 

Tuesday was a big day for Mike Ollis, determined to be a victorious captain 
against his old club, Bugle, who played on an unusually shaped ground about 
five miles north of St. Austell: the ground was shaped a bit like a bottle with the 
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wicket placed where the neck would have been, so the boundaries were 
extremely close on two sides. Unfortunately Mike never was to beat his old club 
in three attempts. Banchory posted a decent score of 164, with Mike Banks (54) 
in good form ably supported by Mike Thomson (27), but Bugle easily won by five 
wickets with Wilkinson and Smith taking two wickets each. The evening was 
spent in a drunken haze at the Working Men's Club in Bugle. 

The next morning was spent by some on St. Austell's wonderful golf course 
before the short journey to Gorran on Dodman Point, a few miles south of 
Mevagissey. This was a wonderful spot for cricket on top of a hill overlooking the 
moonscape of the surrounding china clay workings...so scenic that Bernard 
Kenworthy spent time out creating a water-colour of the idyllic setting. This was 
also to be Banchory's only win of the tour. Mike Thomson (52), Chris Buston (40) 
and Tim Wilkinson (40) were the visitors’ top scorers in their 45 over total of 166 
for 9. In reply Gorran could only reach 126 for 8 with skipper-for-the-day 
Wilkinson taking 4 for 14. 

Buoyed up by their previous day's victory, the tourists' final match was to 
be against St. Austell at the county ground. In the morning, while the youngsters 
were still asleep, some of the older players walked along the coastal pathway 
back to Gorran where, as it happened, Gloucestershire 2” XI were playing the 
Crusaders, a touring side from the West Indies whose team included West Indies 
future test player Keith Arthurton. When the team arrived at the St. Austell ground 
they were overawed by its size as well as the nature of the wicket: typical of many 
clay-based Cornish wickets, this strip was so hard and glazed it shone like glass. 
This was cricketing heaven. 

In a slightly shortened game the home side raced to 154 for 9 in their 30 
overs with the pick of the bowlers being the star of the tour Mike Thomson (4 for 
26) and Steve Rawson (2 for 12). All credit to the Banchory batsmen who almost 
secured a surprise victory, finishing six runs short on 148 for 5 with Chris Buston 
hitting a fine 50 not out with other useful 
contributions from Tim Wilkinson (29), 
Mike Banks (18) and Mike Ollis (18). 
After many drinks with their more than 
friendly hosts, the team raced back to 
their guest house for the end of tour 
celebratory dinner at 10p.m. Here Stella 
excelled herself, providing a huge three 
course dinner complete with free 
champagne, and the speeches and 
presentations continued until two in the 
morning. 

Banchory's first tour had ended 
and it was an unrivalled success thanks 
to Mike Ollis's flawless organisation - 

; would the following two tours live up to 
Tour Organiser Mike Ollis the standards set in 1990? 
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1991 : anew season, a new league (Grade 2) and a new captain (Mike 
Banks). This was to be a fine year with the bat for Ken Campbell (he would end 
the season with an overall batting average of 40.5 and win the league batting 
award), a year when the club had the services of a genuine fast bowler in the form 
of Neil Buchan and a year when the talents of the likes of Lewis Beddie, John 
Millar and Matthew MacPherson were beginning to emerge. However, a last ball 
defeat against Grammar FP's in the first league encounter of the season proved 
a minor setback as consecutive victories against Banff, Balmoral and Lads Club 
set the trend for what was to be a very successful season for the club. 


18.Banchory 1° XI 1991 
Back Row: D. Eaton, A. Webster, K. Campbell, M. Potter, P. Wilkinson, L.Beddie. 
Front Row: T. Wilkinson, M. MacPherson, M. Banks (Captain), K. Clubb, R. Murray. 


In the middle of the season Neil Buchan's pace ripped through Queen's Cross (6 

for 32) and a spell of 4 for 4 from that wily left arm over bowler, John Millar, helped 
destroy Kemnay they were all out for an ignominious 38. Later a fine 85 not out 
from opener Ken Campbell helped Banchory post a useful target of 168 for 5, but 
despite that under-rated spinner Mike Potter's 4 for 43, Banff held out for a draw. 
In similar circumstances Tim Wilkinson's 77 not out against Crescent at Kaimhill 
should have been a match-winner but the Aberdeen side held out in one of the 
most painful draws ever experienced: chasing 160 for 5, Crescent were a 
meagre 19 for 3 off 18 overs, then 58 for 4 off 34 and finally 86 for 5 off 45. 
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Amemorable win against Bon-Accord then took place at a soggy Burnett Park. 
The home side scored 122 for 8 with Barry Allan taking 4 for 18. At one point the 
visitors were 62 for 4: enter John Millar who then proceeded to bowl a truly 
astonishing spell. His figures are any bowler's dream: six overs, six maidens, four 
wickets for zero runs. Bon-Accord tried to hold out for the draw scoring five runs in 
thirteen overs but with seven balls left Doug Cruickshank edged the ball to Neil 
Buchan in the slips and the game was won. At the very end of the season, with 
promotion in sight, the Deesiders had a severe setback when they lost to Kemnay, 
but promotion was secured the following week when struggling Balmoral scratched 
to them. In that Kemnay game a quickfire 54 from Andrew Petrie was the highlight of 
their total of 122 with Tim Wilkinson taking 6 for 20. Banchory were going well at 70 for 
4 but a spell of 5 for 19 by Petrie destroyed Banchory's long tail and they were all out 
for 103. 

Banchory had a good run in the Bon-Accord Cup in 1991. In the first round 
against Banff Banchory scored 137 with Lewis Beddie smashing 49 and Ken 
Campbell 36. In reply Matthew MacPherson's 4 for 16 and John Millar's 3 for 5 
reduced the home side to 50 all out. In the semi-final against Balmoral at the Links 
Andrew Shinie's 48 was the top score in his side's final total of 105.Banchory duly 
won by seven wickets in only 14.1 overs thanks to a magnificent 50 not out from that 
man Beddie. The final was to have taken place at Sheddocksley but when the teams 
arrived they discovered that the groundsman had marked out a 17 yard wicket! 
Queen's Cross then offered to play the game at their home ground at Harlaw but 
because the pavilion was locked the players had to improvise by using a circle of 
pads as boundary markers. It proved amemorable game on the pitch as well. 

Banchory batted first and after a slow start finished up with 146 for 8 from their 
40 overs. Top scorer was Banchory's most consistent batsman, and official Man of 
the Match, Ken Campbell, who was out immediately after scoring 50. 
Alec Swan did some damage at the end by 
taking 3 for 13. In reply Queen's Cross got 
off to an 82 run dream start with Atholl 
Garden scoring 47 and Malcolm Shepherd — 
35. On this occasion Neil Buchan and John 
Millar had proved ineffective and at 113 for 
2 with seven overs left the home side 
should have been well placed. Enter the 
somewhat unlikely figure of young Andrew 
Webster who, in tandem with Tim 
Wilkinson, snatched victory from the jaws 
of defeat. His sensible bowling (3 for 36) | 
proved difficult to get away and as the last | 
over approached Queen's Cross required } 
nine to win off Tim Wilkinson's last over. A 
two and two singles were hit off the first 
three balls but consecutive run outs off the 
fourth and fifth balls meant a six was 
required off the last ball but John Bell could 


only manage a single. The Bon-Accord Cup Celebrations at Scott Skinners - 1991 
was Banchory's! M. Banks and T. Wilkinson. 
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Bon Accord Winners 1991 Association Dinner 
M. Ollis, R. Murray, Brian Close (Yorkshire, Somerset & England), 
M. Potter, K. Campbell, T. Wilkinson. 


1992...another revolution of the yo-yo and we were back in Grade 1. An 
extended stay this time or another fleeting visit? Yet another change in captain 
meant Tim Wilkinson was now at the helm. Younger players were again coming 
to the fore, with Steve Duncan, Russell Bain, Alex 'Chunky' Moore and lan 
Pennington all given opportunities in the premier side. This season, too, 
Banchory began to lose the services of one of its finest players under rather 
tragic circumstances. Mike's story is probably best told from the mouth of a 
professional journalist, in this case Kamal Ahmed of ‘Scotland on Sunday’. 
Ahmed's article, published on December 261993, tells Mike's story perfectly, 
and | quote it in full: 

“It was just an ordinary trip to Kuala Lumpur. Meet some business contacts, 
maybe sign a couple of deals, back home within the week. David [sic] Banks set 
off with a suitcase and high hopes. When he arrived home four months later he 
was headline news.Banks never made it to the Far East. His flight stopped off in 
Kuwait City the day Iraq invaded on August 2,1990. For the next 20 weeks he was 
a ‘guest' of Saddam Hussein, shuffled from docks to munitions factory, a piece of 
the human shield Saddam hoped would deter the Western alliance.... 

It was a fine summer's day when Banks set off from his Banchory home. He 
said goodbye to his wife, Fiona, and two children, Robert and Leanne. Nothing 
too exuberant, as a consultant engineer the family were used to father being 
away on business. In any case they would be seeing him again soon. 
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Banks arrived at Heathrow in plenty of time. The flight was due to take off at 
4.45p.m. but passengers were told there would be a hold up because of a faulty 
air-conditioning unit. 

‘That delay was crucial’, Banks says. 'When we finally got on we had to wait 
again. | was upstairs but was later told that a group of 32 men got on through the 
rear door a couple of minutes before we took off. They had seats reserved.’ 

Sitting last week in his Aberdeen office Banks raises his eyebrows. He 
suggests that the flight was deliberately delayed, not for any technical faults, but 
because of the mysterious last-minute arrivals. Special forces, SAS, some have 
suggested. 'What is the quickest way to get covert troops into a country? Put 
them in a civilian flight. 

The 747 carrying 367 passengers finally hauled itself into the air nearly 
three hours late. The flight crew announced there would be a stop-over in Kuwait 
City. 

'We were not particularly concerned, we had read that there was some 
tension between Iraq and Kuwait but nothing had actually happened.’ 

The plane landed in darkness at 4.15 a.m. local time. Banks was not 
surprised to find the airport terminal deserted at that hour and was only vaguely 
aware of aircraft flying overhead and some crashing noises away in the distance 
but had no inkling of the real problem. In the first light of day he saw fighter aircraft 
bombing the runway. The problem was the Iraqi invasion. 

‘Itis amazing how these things slowly grow on you,' Banks explains now. ‘| 
did not feel scared. | just assumed that since we had just flown in we would be 
allowed to fly out again 

But the passengers were told to go to the airport hotel. As they were bussed 
across he could see tanks lining the streets. The hotel was packed, the 
passengers were offered meals and told to wait. On the doors twitchy Iraqi 
guards kept watch. For two days nothing happened. Banks had to sleep on the 
floor in the clothes he had worn from the beginning of his journey. It was all he 
had. 

Later he managed to acquire a pair of shorts and a short-sleeved shirt. That 
was it, for four months. 

Banks and 11 others were finally moved to a bungalow near the city docks. 
Twelve of them squeezed into a two-bedroom house. Other groups of 
passengers were spread around the country. 

The house at the docks was under constant guard. There was no television, 
no radio, no newspapers, no soap, no shampoo and no toothpaste. Sometimes 
there was no food for a day or so, then some vegetables and chickens would 
appear. 

‘Boredom was the worst thing. That and worrying about what the family 
were thinking. | wrote a letter every day but the guards would not take them. For 
the first few weeks the guards would not even let us out of the house.’ 

Amonth went by, then two. Every day they hoped for developments. Every 
day there was disappointment. At the end of November they were taken overland 
to Baghdad, a 15-hour journey, and put up in a munitions factory on the outskirts. 
Another four weeks passed before Saddam decided to send them 
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home as part of the negotiating process that failed to prevent the Gulf war 
breaking out in January. 

'| finally saw my family again after four months. Someone had to be 
responsible for what we all had to go through. ' 

Banks believes that the experience had a fundamental affect [sic] on his 
attitude to life, making him more relaxed and tolerant. 

In his office he packs his briefcase for the last time before Christmas. 
Looking out of the window over the snow-covered rooftops he remembers back. 

‘Itwas over 50 degrees in Kuwait. Horrendous. Stuck in that bungalow with 
the inevitable arguments, the worry, the hours of waiting. The whole experience 
has changed me forever.' 

After the euphoria of his release it was obvious that the strain of 
incarceration had taken a heavy toll and in October he underwent a serious brain 
operation, which at first seemed successful. He went on tour in 1993 but it was 
sadly obvious that his formidable cricketing skills had deserted him. This gentle, 
unassuming man died in 1996. 

Crushing defeats in the first two games of 1992 against Inverurie and Bon- 
Accord set alarm bells ringing once again in the Banchory camp, but the 
Deesiders bucked the trend in their next match up at Ellon. Batting first on a slow 
wicket, the home side reached 111 for 3 in their 48 overs with Ken Montgomery 
unbeaten on 65. Banchory ran home convincing winners due to a fine fifth wicket 
partnership between Ken Campbell (39 not out) and Steve Rawson (31 not out). 
The usual annihilation at the hands of Cults was followed by an exciting draw 
against St. Ronald. Banchory's 127 was matched by the Aberdeen side's 116 for 
8 for whom Alec Keith scored 47. Aheavy defeat at the hands of Westburn was 
notable for a face-saving partnership between two of Banchory's youngsters: 
dead and buried at 42 for 8, Matthew MacPherson (39) and Steve Duncan (11) 
helped lift the score to a less laughable 95. Another youngster, Tim Donald (61 
not out), top scored in the home side's total of 165 for 4 against struggling 
Gordonians. In reply the visitors could only reach 33 with Keith Johnson taking 5 
for 14 and Tim Wilkinson 3 for 4. 

In a good start to the summer wickets were becoming harder and more 
batsman-friendly, and in their next game the first century for 22 years was scored 
against them (three more were to follow). At a hot and sunny Burnett Park, 
Stoneywood-Dyce (the two clubs had now merged) had a veritable runfest 
scoring 203 for 2 in just 35 overs. lain McCrae starred with an unbeaten 107 but 
he was ably supported by David Lamb (50) and Pete Coetzer (31 not out). At 32 
for 5 Banchory were in deep trouble, but Tim Wilkinson (65) and Lewis Beddie 
(41) dug in and put together a record sixth wicket partnership of 96 to virtually 
save the game. However, when Wilkinson was out to make the score 136 for 7 it 
exposed the tail with just six of the allotted 55 overs left. Despite losing Russell 
Bain (2) and Alex Moore (2), Steve Jones and Daniel Eaton successfully saw out 
the two remaining overs. What a nailbiter! 

Games against Grammar FP's traditionally involve exciting encounters but 
this next meeting was undoubtedly Matthew MacPherson's day. On a hard 
Rubislaw wicket Grammar scored 173 for 6 with Sandy Keilloh hitting 68 
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and Simon Tomkins 65. MacPherson weighed in with an impressive 5 for 20. At 92 
for 5 Banchory were in trouble but Lewis Beddie (35 not out) and MacPherson (40 
not out) scored the remaining 85 runs in only 10.1 overs. Banchory were now 
relatively safe from relegation, and draws against Bon-Accord (in which Andy 
Meres scored 107 not out in his side's total of 188) and St. Ronald (in which Allan 
Campbell scored 102 not out) showed considerable backbone. Certainly the most 
spectacular knock of the season came at Stewart Park where Banchory had first 
use of an extremely dodgy wicket and scored 131. Westburn's reply of 132 for 1 in 
27.1 overs was masterminded by David Meres whose 110 not out consisted of 
eight of the biggest sixes ever seen. 
Gomez of Cults single-handedly destroyed Banchory at the Allan Park, his 
92 runs in 91 minutes being shaded by 7 for 15 in 10.1 overs after tea! The Turriff 
Cup inevitably led us towards another encounter with Cults, this time in the final. 
The path to the final was due to an easy win against Inverurie followed by a 
remarkable game against Westburn, a week after the Meres mauling. Tim 
Wilkinson (48) and Russell Bain (40) were the top scorers in their total of 146 for 8 
after 40 overs. Westburn's D. Dobeson (61) had put them in a commanding 
position at 138 for 3 with four overs remaining. Now witness a spectacular 
collapse: two overs from John Millar (3 for 1), ten balls from lan Pennington 
(2 for2 )...game over...Westburn all out for 141. After this excitement the final 
against Cults was a non-event (Banchory 68, Cults 69 for 1) 
A final footnote to an eventful season was that Mike Banks' young replacement 
wicket-keeper, Alex Moore, ended the season as joint winner of the Grades Cup 


with 22 catches and 5 stumpings. His was a rare talent only to shine sporadically — 


during the next decade. 
1993 began with the club assuming anewname asponsorship deal with the 


team's favourite watering-hole meant that we were now known as Banchory Scott — 


Skinner's Cricket Club. The next ten years would in fact show committed forward 
thinking by those in charge of the club: for instance, in the close season 
professional work was carried out on the square which helped create harder and 
flatter wickets. Progressively the facilities at the Burnett Park would be given an 


entire make-over: a mobile net, an artificial wicket, a bowling machine, a score- | 


box, sight-screens and two new practice nets would be acquired through a 
combination of Lottery and local authority funding, and sound household 
management. 


What of the season? Lewis Beddie took over as captain and his first gamein | 
charge was an odd one. Stoneywood-Dyce were 101 for 1 at one stage but — 
collapsed to 127 all out thanks to a spell of 6 for 41 by Tim Wilkinson. The home | 
side were also well placed at 53 for 2,but lan Leask (5 for 11) had the last say | 


sending Banchory crashing to a disappointing 79.In the next match John Millar's 6 


for 23 meant that Mannofield were all out for 58 with Banchory scraping through by | 


four wickets. A good win at Ellon was followed by a slice of history, with Bryan 
Alexander of Cults hitting the then highest ever score by a batsman against 


Banchory: his 133 not out of a total of 217 for 4 was a tremendous example of | 


controlled aggression. A fortnight later Dunecht's Graham Watson scored 110 in 
his side's total of 186 for 7 but this time Banchory held on for the draw. 
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Banchory could also put in some fine performances of their own for 
example, chasing Bon-Accord's total of 144 for 8 skipper Beddie decided to open 
the batting with Tim Wilkinson (for the first and last time) who then proceeded to 
hit 83 not out and help win the game by seven wickets. Against Westburn a little 
later in the season there was a fine bowling performance by a young Steve 
Duncan (6 for 26). The Aberdeen side were in the box seat at 80 for 3 but in only 
6.4 overs Steve reduced them to 105 all out taking three wickets with his last four 
balls. Despite this promising player's sterling efforts Banchory were only able to 
see outa stuffy, bad-tempered draw. 

One crucial development in Banchory's cricket in the 90's and beyond was 
the increasing commitment towards developing the skills and experience of the 
club's growing number of youngsters, exemplified by Steve Duncan above or 
Daniel Eaton in the next match. Daniel's 4 for 16 again Grammar FP's meant they 
were all out for 135, setting up an easy eight wicket victory with Ken Campbell (40 
not out) and Tim Wilkinson (55 not out) putting on a hundred together. In that 
same game young Russell Bain opened the batting (as he was to do for most of 
the season) and scored 19 nota great score, but this young man had shown a 
sound batting technique and the club had faith in his abilities. This commitment to 
youth is something Banchory Cricket Club should be justly proud of: the 
appointment of a Chief Coach in the form of Keith Astle, and currently Andrew 
Brown, simply underlines this. 

Immediately after their Cornwall jaunt Banchory inflicted an exciting victory 
over old rivals Inverurie. Lewis Beddie's 70 was the highlight of the home side's 
153 for 9. Playing for Banchory was former star Andrew Johnston who bowled as 
well as ever, taking 3 for 39 in 18 overs. The game was exciting because Inverurie 
were 95 for 9 with eight overs left and Banchory eventually won with only five 
balls left. Banchory were now safely placed mid-table and even a double-header 
against Cults on the same day didn't faze them. In the league Russell Balsillie's 7 
for 12 put paid to that encounter but the following Turriff Cup match (reduced to 
25 overs a side) was closer. Cults scored 114 for 8 with Neil McHattie hitting 38 
but the Aberdeen side were pegged back by two more of Banchory's youngsters: 
Francis Reinardy (3 for 12) and James Mortley (2 for 11). Skipper Beddie even 
claimed the wicket of Bryan Alexander for 2! Despite 36 from Chris Buston 
Banchory fell away after a promising start and were all out for 93. 
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CORNISH INTERLUDE NO.2 (1993) 


For this, the second tour to Cornwall, Banchory's touring party were 
based in a delightful eighteenth century inn at the heart of St. Austell, The White 
Hart. This trip, again orchestrated by the Ollises, was possibly the least 
successful of the three simply because the weather was more variable with only 
three of the scheduled five games being played. However, it was probably a 
landmark in drunken revelry: for instance, on the first night when only a few had 
arrived Russell Bain had a night he would probably want to forget, his young 
stomach not quite up to appreciating the potency of some of Cornwall's finest 
ales. And Bob Murray, not exactly renowned for staying sober after his second 
pint, managed to shut himself out of his room at 5 a.m. a room which contained 
all of his clothes. The waiting jackals in the form of 'Boy' Ollis and Jim Reid also 
managed to put a roll of parcel tape to novel use on the unsuspecting Matthew 
MacPherson and Daniel Eaton. In fact it was the intention of the former two to 
'get' each member of the party. What a start to the trip, and not a single ball had 
been bowled! 


The Touring Party - 1993 
Back Row: M. Thomson, C. Buston, ‘Boy' Ollis, J. Reid, D. Eaton, R. Bain, 
A. Chivers, M. MacPherson. 
Front Row: A. Moore, M. Banks, M. Ollis, T. Wilkinson, S. Duncan, R. Murray. 


On a cool, windy day the first game was against The Pickwick Inn at St. 
Issey, a village whose ground had views towards Padstow. In truth, this was a 
weak side who reached 100 despite nine bowlers being used: in the wickets were 
Chris Buston (3 for 16), Daniel Eaton (2 for 6), Jim Reid (2 for 8) and Mike Ollis (2 
for 9). Russell Bain (the sea air working wonders on his hangover) was top scorer 
with 50 in the side's unflustered five wicket victory. 
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The next day the tourists returned to their favourite venue, the county 
ground at St. Austell. What followed was a great game. In their forty overs the 
home side reached an impressive 196 for 7 with T. Pellerick hitting an excellent 
49 and Tim Wilkinson and Mike Thomson sharing six wickets. Despite Alex 
Moore scoring an elegant 35 early on, the visitors were soon 65 for 6 until a 102 
run partnership between Tim Wilkinson (63 not out) and Steve Duncan (52) won 
the game with eight balls remaining. The latter was a courageous knock by the 
all-rounder because he batted on after receiving a nasty blow to the face. 

By day the White Hart Inn was a sedate, old-fashioned hotel where 
middle-aged shoppers tended to come for morning or afternoon tea, or where 
quiet visitors sat with their crosswords or read copies of Country Life; by night, 
once the cricketers returned, it became an all-singing, all-dancing, all-vomiting 
hellhole, when pub 'games' lasted into the small hours. Perhaps | exaggerate; 
certainly the owner didn't bat an eyelid. 

Unfortunately, heavy 
rain the next day put paid 
to a much anticipated 
return visit to Gorran and 
the day was spent 
playing darts and cards 
for small sums of money, 
Daniel Eaton revealing 
an obsession with fruit 
machines which was 
truly unhealthy. The next 
day, early morning rain 
should have ruled out 
any chance of playing 
Mike Ollis's old club, 
Bugle. But the weather 
cleared and to their 
eternal credit Bugle allowed the game to go ahead despite risking permanent 
damage to their now soggy wicket. As ever in this fixture the tourists hardly 
covered themselves in glory: Bugle scored a massive 242 for 7 with Gary 
Wheildon smashing 107. Chris Buston's 56 was the only high spot in Banchory's 
113 whose innings came to a rapid end when M. J. K. Hammond bowled a hat- 
trick. 'Boy' Ollis's devious attempts to play a trick on each member of the party 
reached its piéce de résistance during this game : sneaking into the pavilion 
before Alan Chivers was due to bat, Ollis applied liberal portions of Ralgex to 
Chivers' box....the result was that Ollis's brother-in-law spent a very short time at 
the wicket before he ran off to apply cold compresses to his nether regions! 

Disappointingly no game could be played on the last day because of more 
heavy rain but the highlight came with the final dinner when the Fines Committee 
of 'Boy' Ollis and Jim Reid came into their own. So another tour was over, but this 
one, badly affected by the weather, was only a partial success. 
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Tourists relaxing with a rendering of 'Father Abraham’. 
M. Banks, M. Thomson, S. Duncan, J. Reid, R. Murray, A. Chivers 


1994 was to prove a bad year for the1st XI despite the return of Mike Potter 
after a year of reflective rest, and, despite the arrival of useful all-rounders Rick | 
Graves and Chris Pilbeam and fast bowler Steve Thomson (Keith Johnson's | 
son-in-law), the team would struggle all season resulting in another trip to Grade | 
2. Before the season began the club received the sad news of the death of 
Bernard Kenworthy. This endlessly jovial, giggly man was a superb raconteur 
who lit up many an evening in the pub. A botany lecturer, Bernard was also 
instrumental in establishing Aberdeen's hands-on science centre, Satrosphere. 
Many a Tuesday night practice was enlivened by Bernard's infectious laughter 
as well as amusement on our part at his strange habit of saying “Good shot” 
whenever he bowled someone. He is still greatly missed. 

Early defeats against Kintore, Bon-Accord and Ellon set the alarm bells 
ringing but by mid-May things began to change: a tedious draw against Inverurie, 
who took 44 overs to crawl to 65 for 5, was followed by an emphatic win against 
Dunecht. Dunecht scored 161 with Steve Thomson taking 6 for 43, which 
included a hat-trick. Mike Potter's superb 70 helped Banchory to a much-needed 
seven wicket victory. A week later Banchory almost toppled the mighty Cults at 
the Allan Park: Bryan Alexander (92) and Paul Upjohn (56) helped the home side 
to declare on 194 for 5 after 37 overs with Chris Pilbeam taking 3 for 46; but a 
great knock of 60 by Rick Graves ably supported by Lewis Beddie (25), Steve 
Duncan (22) and John Millar (19 not out) brought Banchory to within ten runs of 
victory. More defeats followed: Colin Moir's 91 not out was instrumental in 
ensuring Stoneywood-Dyce's seven wicket win and there were narrow wins for 
St. Ronald and Mannofield. One exciting game against Kintore did result in a rare 
win: Kintore's low total of 92 was mainly due to Steve Duncan's spell of 5 for 35. 
Banchory's reply got off to a woeful start with Andrew Petrie tearing through the 
top order reducing the visitors to 35 for 6. But this was Steve Duncan's day and 
his hard-hitting 38, batting at 8, almost won the game. When he was out to make 
the score 81 for 8 it was left to John Millar and Matthew MacPherson to hit the 
winning runs. 

Towards the end of the season a rare draw against Cults and a win against 
St. Ronald meant that survival in Grade 1 hinged on the final match against 
Mannofield. The home side scored 139 for 9 off 48 overs with Lewis Beddie 
hitting 40 and Malik (later of Bon-Accord) taking 4 for 42. Alan Watkinson's 50 
held the Aberdeen side's innings together, but when he was out, to make the 
score 100 for 7, Banchory's hopes rose. But Malik had other ideas and his 26 not 
out swung the game Mannofeld's way again. Another wicket fell to make the 
score 138 for 9 with only six balls left. Steve Duncan bowled four consecutive dot 
balls and with one agonising ball left Stephen Seligman hit a single to condemn 
Banchory to Grade 2. 

That year Banchory had better success in the various cups. A Turriff Cup 
defeat of Ellon meant an end of season semi-final showdown with Cults. Cults 
scored 197 for 8 in their 40 overs with David Alexander contributing 48 and the 
unlikely figure of Russell Bain taking 3 for 12. Banchory's valiant reply fell five 
runs short, Lewis Beddie's courageous 75 almost winning the game. However, 
success did come eventually in the shape of the Rhu-na-Haven Shield. 
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. Early in the season Crathie's Renwick Elder took an astonishing 8 for 33 but 
even this bowling feat couldn't prevent Banchory scoring 153 with Mike Potter yet 
again building a patient innings, this time of 72 not out. Crathie fell nineteen runs 
short. In the final Dunecht scored 121 but in reply Russell Bain (57 not out) and 
Tim Wilkinson (41 not out) were in commanding form and the home side won by 
eight wickets. 

The always innovative Ollises, helped by Jim Reid, produced a remarkable 
fanzine throughout the year called 'Buffzene' ('Buffs' was Steve Duncan's 
nickname). This weekly publication was genuinely witty and scurrilous because it 
served as a 2™ XI satire on the first team, the President and the Selection 
Committee. It was written very much in the style of ‘Private Eye’. Here is a 
sample: 


IST XIKNACKERS STUFFED AT WOODSIDE 


Can't bat, can't bowl and can't field, just a bunch of knackers is the definition of 
Banchory 1° X1 in the latest edition of the Concise Oxford Dictionary and after last 
Sundays [sic] performance at Woodside they will have to add CAN'T WIN to the 
next edition. Banchory 1° XI chasing a very ordinary St. Ronald total of 176 (the 
reader will have to remember that the 2™ XI scored over 200 in their match) failed 
miserably and were knocked out of yet another cup competition. Such glorious 
names as Pilbean [sic], Little Timmy and the Blade gave performances with the 
bat that a nursery school team would have been ashamed of, (they amassed the 
grand total of 14 runs between them, real 1° XI material). On the plus side 
Grandad Potter broke the fifty mark again and BUFFS turned in a brilliant 29, but 
it's not difficult to see where the 1° XI go from here, 


DOWN. 


Of course, the writers had their favourites and any perceived ‘establishment’ 
figure got it in the neck. Here is an interpretation of a selection committee 
meeting, which appeared in Issue 8: 


B.C.C. ADEMOCRACY OR DICTATORSHIP? 


Banchory 2” XI skipper Mike Ollis was furious after Tuesday night's selection 
committee meeting when he once again came up against the establishment 
dinosaurs. With a vital cup semi-final match against St. Ronald looming he made 
the perfectly reasonable request for a player with the ability to score quick runs to 
be made available....!t appears he was supported by Ken Campbell but Little 
Timmy Hitler who claims only to be the 1° XI vice captain said he wasn't getting 
any of HIS players and the subject was closed to debate. ‘Blade’ [Lewis Beddie] 
the 1° XI captain gave his usual impression of a puppet regime with his vice 
captain pulling the strings. This is not anew phenomenon for 2” XI skippers, for 
years their ambitions have been thwarted by an ‘establishment with the mentality 
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that B.C.C. is the 1° XI and any chance the 2” XI have of winning anything is 
totally inconsequential and embarrassing to the ‘establishment’. For the future 
good being of B.C.C. the ‘establishment’ must rid themselves of this 'THEM' and 
'US' attitude before 'THEM' and 'US' rid themselves of the ‘Establishment. 


Seditious revolution or petulant paranoia? Of course the writers wouldn't 
realise that within a few years the 2” XI would be gracing Grade 2 and this 
(obviously) was achieved with no help from the so-called ‘establishment’! 

1995 and another twitch of the yo-yo meant another season in Grade 2. 
This year new players began to make their mark: Chris Pilbeam was made 1° X! 
captain, and the arrival of New Zealander Lionel Andrews, co-owner with his 
brother of the Stag Hotel, meant a change of hostelry for the club. Dave Astle 
began to emerge as a fine all-rounder and there were other newcomers in the 
form of stylish batsman Angus Milligan and quick bowler Duncan Elder. This was 
to be aseason where Banchory remained undefeated in the league to emerge as 
champions. 

However, as usual, Banchory began the season very tentatively. lan 
Cumming's 100 not out was the high point of Artisans’ total of 201 for 6. 
Banchory crawled their way to 75 for 9 with Mike Potter not out on 39 and 
some Banchory wag wrote in the scorebook under 'General Remarks’: 'We 
didn't play cricket. We played a new game called B****CKS !!!!' Another draw 
followed up at Banff but the first of many wins was against Grammar FP's 
where the visitors scored 122 Banchory won by eight wickets thanks to a 70 
run partnership between Mike Potter (58 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (42 not 
out). 

Victories then came with satisfying regularity, against Academy, Crathie 
and Inverurie. In this last match Inverurie were all out for 116 with Dave Astle 
taking 4 for 4. Again, it was Mike Potter (59 not out) who steered his side to a 
seven wicket victory and the left-hander scored fifties in the next two games. This 
was to be a vintage season for Mike because by the end of it he was to break the 
club record he'd already set in 1995, in his penultimate season, he was to score 
a massive 747 runs and win the Grade 2 averages. Victories continued after the 
Cornwall tour and it was a feature of Banchory's cricket that everyone was 
contributing to the team's success against Grammar at Rubislaw Banchory 
were in trouble at 48 for 4 until Potter (44), Duncan Elder (40) and Dave Astle (31 
not out) led the counter-attack. After tea the home side were decimated by the 
two-prong attack of Steve Thomson (6 for 11) and Duncan Elder (3 for 30). An 
even better rearguard action took place against Academy a week later: reduced 
to 81 for 6, it took a great 84 run partnership between skipper Pilbeam (34) and 
Steve Duncan (77 not out) to turn the match around. It took another partnership 
with John Millar (11) to reach the 200 mark. All this was vital since Academy came 
within a whisker of an upset, finishing on 191. 

Another face-saving partnership occurred against Crathie in mid-August. 
Crathie batted first and Bill Craigie (66) helped his side reach 171 for 7 off 48 
overs. Banchory were in serious trouble on 72 for 7 but Duncan Camilleri (47 not 
out), who went on to captain St Ronald, and skipper Chris Pilbeam (36 not out) 
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put on 81 together to save the game. The following week Lewis Beddie's 72 not 
out helped steer his side to a convincing seven wicket victory against Inverurie 
and this crushing victory meant Banchory were champions. That year 
Banchory's best ever wicket-keeper Alex Moore topped a successful season by 
winning the Grades Trophy for all keepers. 

One potentially controversial incident occurred half-way through this 
season: the team travelled by mini-bus to Glasgow to play Vale of Leven in the 
Small Clubs Cup. It was a close defeat on a scorchingly hot day and much drink 
was consumed. On the way back there was a request for a ‘comfort stop’ at a lay- 
by and it was here that the 'accident' happened: one of the eldest members of the 
party pushed another senior member down a slope so that he fell into a barbed- 
wire fence causing multiple lacerations to his chest. The injured party, once he'd 
returned home, began the process of suing the perpetrator, but thankfully it all fell 
through once the two parties mutually agreed to end proceedings with the victim 
accepting a slap-up dinner at the Raemoir Hotel. 
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CORNWALL TOUR NO. 3 (1995) 


The third and final tour to Cornwall is often regarded as the best. Again the superb 
organisation was in the hands of Mike Ollis but much credit must be given to Chris 
Pilbeam who was a tremendous chorus master and, along with Rick Graves, an 
excellent chairman of the Fines Committee. 


Beach cricket with Steve Duncan batting. 


Some arrived a day early to acclimatise, and on the first night Mike Ollis 
became somewhat inebriated and managed to lock himself out of his room. 
Consequently he slept on the floor of the present writer's room but neither of them 
could get to sleep because some agitated soul was pacing up and down, up and 
down, in the room above, the old beams of the White Hart creaking with every 
step. That room above was supposed to be Bob Murray's and they assumed Bob 
had arrived and couldn't sleep. Anyway, sleep eventually came to the drunken 
pair. Next morning the owner was asked who was in the room above the reply 
took them aback...there was no-one in that room at all since Bob had not arrived 
yet! The owner also attested to the fact that ghostly phenomena had been 
frequently experienced by other staff and guests over the years. 

The first game was at Camborne. This was a picturesque ground with a 
hard, dusty wicket and a huge, lightning-fast outfield. Batting first, Banchory 
recovered from being 14 for 3 thanks to useful partnerships between Rick Graves 
(53) and, first, Jim Reid (21) and then Mike Ollis (39) and the final score of 196 
was a very competitive total. In a similar fashion, the home side recovered from 
also being 14 for 3 thanks to 50 from M. Pryor, but a spell of 4 for 18 by Chris 
Pilbeam reduced the home side to 168 for 9. However the Banchory bowlers 
could not winkle out the remaining pair and Camborne sneaked home with one 
ball left. 
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The 1995 Touring Party at Camborne 
Back Row: R. Murray, C. Buston, C. Pilbeam, A. Moore, F. Bain, A. Milligan. 
Front Row: A. Murray, S. Duncan, T. Wilkinson, M. Ollis, 'Boy' Ollis, J. Reid, S. Rawson, R. Graves. 


Next day, at a baking St. Austell, Banchory batted first and lost Bob Murray and 
Fraser Bain in S. Ellison's first over- he was probably the fastest bowler ever 
faced by any Banchory player and it was a great relief when he was kindly 
removed from the attack. The tourists raced to a staggering 228 for 9 in 39 overs 
with most players contributing: Tim Wilkinson (45), Steve Rawson (42), Chris 
Buston (39) and Steve Duncan (22) all revelled in conditions where even a 
forward defensive sailed away majestically for four. 

St Austell's opening bat was J. Grigg who played for the English 
Universities' team : not surprisingly, the home side raced to 116 for 4 off only 13 
overs with Fraser Bain taking 3 for 40 in four overs! Howeveronce Grigg was out 
for 92 (twelve fours, five sixes), caught behind by Jim Reid off Chris Pilbeam's 
bowling, St. Austell collapsed to 195 all out. After the match the winning skipper, 
Tim Wilkinson, was the victim of an elaborate ‘sting’, which involved a game 
called 'Bombardier', lots of beer, lots of water and an embarrassing reduction in 
clothing. Later, in the St. Austell clubhouse, a wonderful game of 'Spoof' was 
played on the unsuspecting Fraser Bain, which involved exchanging blows with 
Chris Pilbeam, the instrument of attack being a spoon in the mouth of each 
opponent. Fraser was non-plussed by Pilbeam's blows, which were in fact dealt 
by Rick Graves, standing behind him and hitting him on the head with a ladle! 
This tour was characterised by the community singing which went on, 
orchestrated by Chris Pilbeam. Chris Buston had created an endless chant (a bit 
like a marching chant by American soldiers), which began with the inspiring 
words,' We're from Banchory C.C.' every opposing team was regaled/bored with 
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this monotonous ditty, as well as numerous renditions of that old favourite 'Father 
Abraham’. These became the signature tunes of the tour. 

Next day the tourists attempted to do what no other touring side had done 
before, defeat Bugle. Things were looking hopeful at 96 for 7, but P. Tucker (64) 
and Adrian Thomas junior (41) lifted the home score to a challenging 193 for 8 off 
40 overs. Rick Graves (4 for 26) and 'Boy' Ollis (2 for 28) were Banchory's best 
bowlers. Banchory's disappointing final total of 140 was only held together by 27 
from Graves and 24 from Angus Milligan, although a stunning 13 not out from 
Andrew 'Moosie' Murray batting at 11 lifted the spirits. 
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Mike Ollis and Jim Reid at Bugle C.C. 


The following day the tourists embarked on the long trip to Penzance, taking 
in the beauty of Newlyn harbour on the way. This was a thumping victory over a 
fairly shambolic side: Chris Pilbeam (59 not out), Rick Graves (50) and Tim 
Wilkinson (38) were the top scorers in a total of 195. Penzance were all out for 145 
with Fraser Bain bowling steadily (2 for 34) along with Angus Milligan (3 for 14). 
These two had reduced Penzance to 115 for 9. Bob Murray then came on to bowl 
and his amazing nine-ball spell went as follows: dot, dot, four, six, six, dot, six, six, 
wicket. Whata spell! 

The final game of the tour was against Tregony whose pitch was 
inconveniently placed on the side of a hill. They only had nine men, so Chris 
Pilbeam and Angus Milligan were drafted in to play for them. And in a move of 
sheer genius, skipper Mike Ollis made Tim Wilkinson wicket-keeper: the latter had 
failed to take a wicket all tour and this was a cunning ploy to keep his record intact. 
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There also seemed to be some bad feeling between Messrs Duncan and 
Milligan, and this added some zest to the game since they were on opposite 
sides. As it happened Milligan had the last laugh, running out his friend for a duck 
and then top-scoring for Tregony with 47. The tourists eventually ran out winners 
by 12 runs. 

The final dinner was a memorable affair and a suitable end to a very 
successful tour. One abiding memory involved Bob Murray: all the players were 
kept awake one night by a T.V. left blaring away in someone's room. There was 
Bob fast asleep on his bed, stark naked, with the volume on full. A few ingenious 
individuals then crept out of the hotel to raid the nearby cemetery. Picture the next 
scene: Bob, completely oblivious, draped across his bed like an alabaster statue, 
or a recently deceased corpse, festooned with graveyard flowers. It was such a 
moving tableau it seemed a shame to spoil it. It is impossible to do justice to the 
humour of a cricket tour, and what is written here only skims the surface, but 
those putting themselves forward for the tour in 2004 had better watch out! 
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The 1996 season got off to its usual bad start with a defeat against Artisans but | 
the following week two fine spells of bowling from Steve Thomson (5 for 19) and 
Dave Astle (3 for 11) helped skittle Queen's Cross for 100 and Banchory duly won | 
by six wickets. Defeats then followed at the hands of Kintore, St Ronald, | 
Stoneywood-Dyce, Bon-Accord and Cults and the Deeside team were © 
plummeting down the league. The rot was temporarily halted by a tense draw | 
with Ellon but a fine 52 from Chris Pilbeam couldn't prevent another defeat, this 
time at the hands of Stonehaven. Desperate for a win, the side travelled to 
Harlaw and, batting first, reached 138 mainly due to a 47 from Mike Potter. | 
Thankfully Artisans were easily skittled out for 108 with Duncan Elder, Dave Astle | 
and Tim Wilkinson all taking three wickets each. Banchory were now fighting for | 
every point but some spirit was shown against Stoneywood-Dyce at the end of 
July: Stoneywood batted first and scored a daunting 219 for 2 in 41 overs. The 
main architects of this huge score were John Fraser (111 not out) and Bruce | 
Lockie (61). But Banchory held on for a well-deserved draw thanks to Mike Potter | 
(51), Lewis Beddie (51) and at the death Malcolm Elder (32 not out). The visitors 
finished on acreditable 179 for 6. | 


April 1996 1° game on the newly laid artificial wicket. 
Back Row: D. Astle, M. Potter, S. Duncan, C. Pilbeam, R. Graves, L. Andrews, J. Reid. Front 
Row: T. Wilkinson, P. Wilkinson, R. Murray, M. Ollis, |. Pennington. 


Some kind of record was established in a vital win at Ellon. Ken 
Montgomery opened the batting for his side at 1.50 p.m. and actually faced 71 
balls before he scored his first run, timed in the scorebook at 3.10 p.m.! Ken's 
total of 19 took two hours and seven minutes. Ironically, the left-hander was top 
scorer in his side's total of 114. Banchory had less of a problem putting bat to ball 
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with Mike Potter (47) and skipper Pilbeam (33 not out) ensuring a seven wicket 
victory. At the very end of the season massacres at the hands of Stonehaven and 
Cults were not enough to send the team down to Grade 2 though five points was 
the final margin. 

1996 seemed to be a rather drab and uneventful season except for the 
further emergence of such future stars as Dave Astle and the Elder brothers. Also 
fading out of the picture were Steve Thomson and Mike Potter, the latter retiring 
gracefully after a tremendous spell with the Club. 

1997 was an unmitigated disaster. Struggling for players all season, the 
club even resorted to advertising for players in the local paper. However, despite 
the usual opening defeat (on this occasion at the hands of Artisans), Banchory 
came very close to defeating Cults in the next game. A fine 60 from Tim Wilkinson 
ably supported by 44 from Alex Moore helped the home side reach 136 for 6 only 
for the remaining wickets to fall with no addition to the score. Cults eventually 
scraped home on 139 for 8 with ten balls left with Bryan Alexander (83) holding 
his side together with a superb knock. Draws against Bon-Accord and Banff were 
followed by an absolute mauling by Andrew Petrie of Kintore. Chasing 
Banchory's total of 148 for 9, Petrie had a prior engagement which meant he had 
to leave early so he set about the bowling like a man possessed. Kintore finished 
on 149 for 1 in only 26.2 overs with Petrie hitting a phenomenal 106 not out. A 
week later J. Coward of Stoneywood-Dyce took 6 for 13 and the home side could 
only reach 46. After their nine wicket defeat the Banchory players were ordered to 
stay behind for an additional, compulsory practice! 

Draws were tonics to a struggling side but simply underlined the bowlers' 
inability to winkle sides out. One such example was against Banff: a record 100- 
run fifth-wicket partnership between Tim Wilkinson (64) and Rick Graves (55 not 
out) allowed the home side to declare on 164 for 5 but stubborn resistance from 
the Banff batsmen meant that they crawled to 95 for 7 in 44 overs. Paltry scores 
against Bon-Accord and Ellon (76 and 55) were followed by a narrower defeat 
against Stoneywood-Dyce in which Matthew MacPherson starred with 56. Luck 
wasn't on our side either: earlier in the season rain prevented a surefire win 
against Banff; later, against Kintore, a fine bowling spell by Dave Astle (6 for 25) in 
tandem with 'Boy' Ollis (3 for 38) reduced the visitors to 105. After tea Banchory 
were relatively comfortable on 51 for 2 when heavy drizzle brought a premature 
end to the match. 

Dave Astle (64 not out) batted throughout the match against Artisans but 
the inevitable draw ensued, and even a rare 50 from John Millar at the end of the 
innings against St Ronald had little effect on a nine-wicket defeat. Still Banchory 
hadn't won a game and they had to wait till their very last league game at the end 
of August for the miracle to happen: at Duthie Park Academy were all out for 163 
with Dave Astle again catching the eye with 5 for 30. For once Banchory won 
easily thanks to valuable knocks from Tim Wilkinson (42) and Rick Graves (59 
not out)...and for once the Banchory batsmen batted with an aggression that 
they had lacked all season. 

Amongst the dross there was some good to come out of this disastrous 
season: in the batting Matthew MacPherson and Tim Wilkinson had good 


101 


seasons while Rick Graves had an average of 45.7 in the nine games he played 
in. Dave Astle performed well in all aspects of the game. 

As ever when the 1° XI have been relegated they bounce back with a 
vengeance. 1998 was to be no exception. Unusually there were to be joint 
captains, the idea being that Rick Graves and Dave Astle would each captain 
when the other was offshore. Banchory would only lose three league games all 
season but two of these were predictably in the first two matches why should the 
team change the habit of most previous seasons? A narrow defeat by Mannofield 
was followed by a trip to Inverurie. lan Pennington's 4 for 29 was the main reason 
why Inverurie were all out for 85. However, despite Fraser Bain's 32 not out nine 
men Banchory were shot out for 76. Aweek later the side kick-started their league 
campaign with a crushing win over Gordonians at Countesswells. Batting first, 
Banchory lost opener Stephen Tierney for a duck in the second over and then 
Matthew MacPherson (4) was caught to make the score 19 for 2. What followed 
next was the highest partnership in the history of the club: 185 between Dave 
Astle (90 not out) and Alex Moore (101 not out), the latter scoring the club's first 
century for seventeen years. It was a great pity that there just wasn't time for Astle 
to do the same. In reply, Malcolm Elder's first four overs went for 4 for 8 and 
Gordonians capitulated. They were eventually all out for 81. 

Banchory now got into the winning habit, and it would be a feature of the 
season that individuals would put in match-winning performances, unlike the 
previous year. For example, Dave Astle's 7 for 50 single-handedly destroyed 
Queen's Cross but a fortnight later he even excelled this fine achievement by 
taking an astonishing 8 for 9 in 10.1 overs against Stoneywood-Dyce to record the 
club's first ever win against that club. Up at Turriff in mid-June another bowler put 
in a great performance: Steve Duncan's 7 for 21 in thirteen overs (along with 
Matthew MacPherson's 3 for 13) reduced the home side to 61 all out chasing 
Banchory's 148 for 7. And not to be outdone, Johnny Millar's 5 for 16 destroyed 
Huntly. Banchory's euphoria was temporarily halted by an upset against Kemnay: 
a poor batting display meant the home side were all out for 95, with the visitors 
winning narrowly by one wicket. 

Gordonians were again at the end of a trouncing. Some wag wrote in the 
scorebook that the weather consisted of 'sunny periods in a sea of azure blue' but 
it was hardly a sunny day for the Aberdeen side. Despite Adrian Woodman's 8 for 
46 Banchory reached 131. After the tea interval Gordonians lasted precisely 18 
overs they were all out for 31 with only two bowlers being used: lan Pennington (3 
for 16) and Steve Duncan (7 for 15). Amemorable match then followed at Crathie. 
Despite being 90 for 1 Crathie fell away dramatically and finished their innings on 
137 for 9. In the course of his 4 for 31 Tim Wilkinson took his 1000" wicket for the 
club. Despite a sound start from Angus Milligan (22) and Dave Astle (32) the 
Banchory innings collapsed to a worrying 82 for 8 but for sixteen overs Fraser 
Bain (19) and John Millar (34 not out) inched nearer and nearer. Bain was out with 
just four balls left to make the score 136 for 9. A single from Millar tied the score 
leaving Malcolm Elder three balls to hit the winning run. Two dot balls followed, but 
with the very last ball he struck the winning four. In that game Renwick Elder (2 for 
67) and the late lamented Gary Murray (7 for 60) bowled throughout. 
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Later in the season Stoneywood-Dyce took 44 overs to score 60 with Astle 
taking 5 for 19 and Tim Wilkinson an unusually mean 3 for 4 in 11 overs. Batsmen 
were also having their say: Lewis Beddie's 69 not out ensured a good win against 
Inverurie as did Alex Moore's 60 not out versus Huntly. Beddie had one of his 
most consistent seasons, averaging an impressive 63.7, and he and Wilkinson 
were respective winners of the Grade 2 batting and bowling cups. 

Banchory also had some good cup runs in 1998. Wins against Cramond 
and Fauldhouse in the Small Clubs Cup resulted in a quarter-final massacre by 
Cults for whom Bryan Alexander scored 96 and Richard Sharman took 5 for 27. 
We were to fare better in the Bon-Accord Cup: a seven wicket defeat of 
Mannofield was followed by a six wicket hammering of Crathie in the semi-final. 
An attempt was made to play the final at Woodside but rain intervened after eight 
overs, SO Queen's Cross ceded any home advantage and the final was played at 
the more salubrious Burnett Park. This was a nervy affair: Queen's Cross took 
38.3 overs to reach 95 with skipper Rob Buchanan scoring a patient 36 and Dave 
Astle taking 4 for 18 and Malcolm Elder 3 for 21. Banchory's reply crumbled to 17 
for 4 until a match-saving partnership between Alex Moore (36) and Lewis Beddie 
(34 not out) won the cup for a cock-a-hoop Banchory. 

One footnote to a very successful season was the part stand-in wicket- 
keeper Stephen Tierney played, taking an impressive twenty catches and five 
stumpings. 

The 1999 season got under way uncharacteristically with a fighting draw 
rather than the usual defeat. At Kellands Park Inverurie's opening pair of 
overseas amateur D. Woods (107) and Malcolm Strachan (101 not out) 
pulverised the Banchory bowlers allowing them to declare on 218 for 1 in only 36 
overs. Woods' whirlwind innings consisted of thirteen fours and four sixes. What 
followed was a feat of endurance, particularly by opener Dave Astle, who batted 
for the whole innings (54 overs) and only scored 43 not out: he, along with 
Matthew MacPherson (30) and Duncan Elder (27), frustrated the home side to 
such an extent that all eleven players had a bowl in an attempt to prise out the 
Banchory molluscs. The visitors finished on 148 for 5. 

Humiliating defeats followed at the hands of Stonehaven, Cults and 
Kintore, although in the last match a rearguard 42 by Lionel Andrews almost 
saved the day. Against Bon-Accord in early June Banchory batted first on a soft 
Links wicket and were in real trouble at 55 for 7, but a backs-to-the-wall 36 not out 
by Duncan Elder helped, ably supported by brother Malcolm (10) and lan 
Pennington (7). This raised the score to a respectable 121. The reliable Andy 
Meres (48) cemented the Bon-Accord innings together, but when he was out the 
home side collapsed to 116 with Duncan Elder, Dave Astle and Rick Graves 
sharing the wickets. This was a morale-boosting win and was followed by a good 
draw against Stoneywood-Dyce. The next match witnessed the arrival of Neil 
Gourlay on the Banchory scene, but even his 49 couldn't prevent a six wicket 
defeat by St Ronald who did the double a fortnight later. 

Hopes were high against Cults when, after being 91 for 2, Tim Wilkinson's 7 
for 36 sparked an alarming collapse so that they were ail out for 128. However, 
the home side were soon toiling at 33 for 7 and were finally all out for 72 despite 
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18 from Lionel Andrews and 16 from lan Pennington. David Meres (6 for 45) and 
Russell Balsillie (4 for 23) did the damage. In the next game against Ellon 
Banchory reached 161 for 5 with Malcolm Elder (60) making his mark, supported 
by Tim Wilkinson (45 not out), but lain Duncan's 88 not out proved too much for 
the home side. Banchory were now deep in relegation territory and confidence 
was dribbling away. However, a remarkable turnaround took place at Kintore at 
the end of July. Banchory batted first and only lasted 26 overs, Malcolm Elder 
(23) being the only batsman to reach double figures. In reply, the lethal 
combination of the pace of Duncan Elder (4 for 31) and the guile of Dave Astle (5 
for 18) plunged Kintore to a humiliating 10 for 6,then 19 for 7,and only a fighting 
last wicket partnership between Malcolm Singer and lan Smith brought the home 
side within range: when Dave Astle finally bowled Smith Kintore were 56. 
Banchory had scraped home by just nine runs. 

This was followed by an important win against fellow strugglers, Academy. 
Academy scored 165 for 4 with Kevin McGee (63) and Jerry Donaldson (44 not 
out) topscoring. Banchory won comfortably, however, with willowy left-hander 
Neil Gourlay impressing with an unbeaten 83. The match was interrupted early 
on by a potentially serious injury to Tim Wilkinson. Moved by Dave Astle to silly 
mid-off, McGee then drove a half volley with tremendous power straight at the 
fielder's forehead. Alarge wound opened up between his eyebrows followed by a 
great deal of blood (sawdust had to be used to mop up the pool to allow play to 
continue). Much was made in the local press of the ensuing delay between the 
accident and the arrival of the ambulance (over an hour) but eventually the player 
was taken to hospital where he received twelve stitches. Wilkinson, not fielding 
with a helmet, was in fact very lucky not to have seriously damaged his eyes. 

The next three games saw a narrow defeat against Bon-Accord with one 
over to go, a draw against Academy and an impressive ten wicket mauling of 
Inverurie with Dave Astle (43 not out) and Neil Gourlay (58 not out) completing 
the victory in 25 overs. In the final league game Ellon inflicted a seven-wicket 
victory on Banchory with Brett Howard taking 4 for 52 against his future club. This 
left Banchory's future determined by the following week's game between 
Academy and Ellon ifAcademy won Banchory would be relegated: they did, and 
we were. 

The final salt was rubbed in Banchory's wound at Crathie in the Rhu-Na- 
Haven final. Banchory, treating the game far too lightly, allowed the home side to 
reach 239 for 5 in 40 overs with Gary Murray (141 not out) hitting the then highest 
ever individual score in the club's history. Rhod McEwan also weighed in with 50. 
Banchory's reply slumped to 75 for 8 until heartening knocks from John Millar 
(27), Dave Astle (40 not out) and son Sean (26) brought a degree of respectability 
to a self-inflicted humiliation. Banchory reached 151. 

At the end of that year, with the Millennium celebrations only a week away, 
Stanley Wilkinson, one of the club's finest servants, passed away. His 
contribution to the history of the club cannot be under-estimated: totally 
dedicated to local cricket, he took the club by the scruff of the neck in the late 60's 
and was pro-active in creating the new pavilion and score-box, and ensuring that 
the club's voice was heard in the local community. Club president for nearly two 
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decades, he was also Professor at the Scott Sutherland School of Architecture at 
Garthdee, but he took his role in his favourite club very seriously. 

The 2000 season got under way with the appointment of Neil Gourlay as 1° 
XI skipper. This was a sensible move, since Neil was both an outstanding 
cricketer as well as having an air of quiet authority about him. And with the very 
first league encounter in Grade 2 the side completely overturned the Banchory 
tradition of beginning the new season in a half-hearted and uncommitted fashion 
by dismissing Mannofield for a pathetic total of 30. Philip Potter's unbeaten 26 
helped the visitors to a ten wicket victory. In the next game Inverurie proved 
sterner opposition, but Matthew MacPherson's 64 and lan Pennington's 4 for 19 
proved match-winning performances. 

There would be fewer easier wins than the next, against a team of eight 
Gordonians players. Nevertheless it took the Aberdeen side 27 painstaking overs 
to reach a total of 40 with the unusual combination of Jerry Donaldson, who had 
moved to the club from Academy, (3 for 10) and Richard Brown (3 for 1) causing 
the most problems. In the next match, at sunny Boddam, Dave Astle (85) and 
Chris Buston (56) smashed a record-breaking 2” wicket partnership of 118 as the 
visitors stormed to 209 for 4 in only 39 overs. Boddam fell away to 73 for 6 after 27 
overs, but J. Buchan (31 not out) and B Park (39 not out) hung on... 
and hung on for a further 24 overs to deny Banchory victory for the first time this 
season. The season's best individual batting performance came in a league 
match against Grammar FP's with Jerry Donaldson smashing a wonderful 
century (101 not out). Skipper Gourlay declared on 210 for 8 as soon as Jerry 
reached his milestone, allowing the bowlers to skittle the Aberdeen side for 77. 
Craig Mason (4 for 34) was now beginning to turn in some consistently good 
performances Craig would be the first to admit that his temperament can be a 
touch unpredictable, but it was good to see a junior coming up through the ranks 
and performing well on the bigger stage. 

Another frustrating draw against Boddam on a tricky wicket (Banchory 98, 
Boddam 72 for 9) was followed by convincing victories over Inverurie, 
Mannofield, Dunecht and Queen's Cross. The Deeside club was now marching 
relentlessly towards the Grade 2 title but they received a temporary setback with 
a defeat at the hands of mid-table Gordonians. Banchory's total of 175 for 4 
included a fine unbeaten 57 from Lewis Beddie and 46 from Angus Milligan and 
should have been enough, but a brilliant 114 not out from Adrian Woodman 
ensured a surprise victory for the Aberdeen side by six wickets. The Grade 2 
championship was secured a week later when closest rivals Dunecht lost to 
Gordonians. 

The year 2000 also proved relatively successful in cup competitions. 
Despite early exits from the Bon-Accord Cup and the Small Clubs Cup, the Turriff 
Cup was to serve up a classic encounter, while victory in the Rhu-na-Haven 
Shield would be marred by tragedy. The Turriff Cup match encapsulated all that's 
wonderful about the game of cricket. Bon Accord batted first and were kept 
reasonably well in check until the 29" over when Jerry Donaldson, normally frugal 
and expected to bow! out his remaining overs, pulled up with a hamstring injury in 
his fourth over. With few options remaining, skipper Gourlay called on the 
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services of Tim Wilkinson and Lionel Andrews to bowl the remaining ten overs: 


they coped quite well, especially with Mirza (71) at the wicket, but the ten overs | 


cost 67 runs. The Aberdeen side finished on 184 for 9. One unsubstantiated | 
record must have fallen in the course of that innings when one memorable over | 


by Matthew MacPherson lasted an incredible 14 balls! 
Some silly run outs reduced the home side to 56 for 4 and they needed 129 


runs off 23 overs. Along partnership was vital and Jerry Donaldson (eventually | 
requiring a runner) and Angus Milligan duly obliged, hitting 63 in 14 overs. | 


Milligan (26) also managed to run himself out and poor Craig Mason (2) was 
forced to retire with a pulled muscle. With Lionel Andrews at the crease Banchory 
required 56 to win off 9 overs and by careful manipulation of the bowling this was 
reduced to 20 needed off the last two overs, and then 12 off lan Jamieson's last 
over. Unfortunately Donaldson was at the wrong end, and in attempting to give 
the strike back to his senior partner Andrews was bowled. Chris Buston then did 
the sensible thing and pushed a single off his first ball. Now Donaldson was at the 


striker's end and had four balls to score 11 runs. Two dot balls then followed and | 
only two 'maximums' would do. The fifth ball was promptly despatched into the 


trees by the tennis courts...could Jerry do the same with the final ball? The 
tension was unbearable. The delivery came down, nearly identical to its 
predecessor, with an identical result and Donaldson (73 not out) had achieved 
the impossible. 

Anything that followed this match was bound to be an anticlimax and soit 
proved. Banchory brushed past Ellon in the semi-final (Banchory 139 for 4; Ellon 
108), but the final was never played. 

In the last game of the season Banchory won the Rhu-na-Haven Shield at 

Crathie. The home side scored 140 with Rhod McEwan hitting 41 and Bob McAra 
32. Banchory's best bowlers were lan Pennington (3 for 4) and promising junior 
Graham Burt (2 for 11). The visitors were in little difficulty and won by eight 
wickets, lan Pennington completing an effective all-round performance with 40 
not out. Dave Astle also hit an unruffled 44. But this match can only be 
remembered for the tragedy that followed: on his way home after the match, 
Crathie's Gary Murray and his girlfriend Claire Haddon were killed in a car 
accident near Potarch. Gary was everything a cricketer should be competitive 
on the field of play, yet polite and gentlemanly at the same time. Rhod McEwan's 
thoughtful and poignant words in 'The Piper’ draw a moving veil over the 2000 
season: 
“With a tragic symbolism, Gary, with his last throw of the match, broke a stump in 
half ; we joked that it would be a suitable trophy for most dropped matches in the 
season, the Gary Murray trophy now it will live on as a poignant reminder of an 
endearing character, friend and cricketer’. 

Initially, life was to prove difficult in 2001 for the 1“ XI in Grade 1. Crushing 
defeats by Kintore and Cults, and an agonising five run loss to Dunecht, meant 
that their first league encounter with fellow strugglers, Artisans, was vital for both 
sides. This was also a bad-tempered affair. Despite racing to 77 off the first 
twelve overs, Artisans collapsed to a disappointing 127 with Dave Astle taking an 
impressive 6 for 28. The home side's victory was built around an 89-run fourth 
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wicket partnership between Alex Moore (64) and Philip Potter (13), the latter 
bearing the brunt of Alan Forsyth's considerable venom for not walking despite 
being given not out by the neutral umpire. Forsyth's attitude became so bad that 
a formal complaint to the league was considered. Thankfully for the Deeside 
team a defeat by Bon Accord the following week would mark a remarkable 
metamorphosis in the team's performances. 

Ata rainy Burnett Park the following week Ellon did well to reach 137 for 9 
on a skiddy wicket. Craig Mason's figures of 6 for 19 were his best return for his 
club. Banchory's response set a kind of productive trend for the next three 
seasons: to bat with stylish but controlled aggression. Malcolm Elder (57), Lionel 
Andrews (39 not out) and Alex Moore (27 not out) batted with such panache that 
they were able to ignore the quirks of the pitch and reach the target with just one 
wicket down and 17 overs remaining. Emphatic victories then followed against 
St. Ronald and Dunecht in the latter game Stevie Milne hit 108 not out in his 
side's total of 166, but the home side ran out comfortable winners with skipper 
Gourlay unbeaten on 56. The same player was dropped when he was in single 
figures against St Ronald the following week and made the most of his ‘life’ by 
scoring an unbeaten 86 in his side's total of 182 for 5. Jerry Donaldson (6 for 13) 
then helped to skittle the opposition for 97. This was the fourth consecutive win 
for Banchory's premier side and they were now storming up the league. 

Comprehensive defeats by Cults and Kintore brought life in Grade 1 back 
into perspective, but one of Neil Gourlay's finest hours came in the next match 
against Bon Accord. His 7 for 19 in 11.1 overs reduced the league leaders to a 
paltry 61 all out. Pumped up by their humiliation, the Aberdeen bowlers came out 
with all guns blazing. There were many stutters along the way (at one point 
Banchory were precariously placed at 34 for 5), but an invaluable 26 not out from 
Gourlay secured a scratchy three wicket victory. Gourlay was to finish the season 
with an amazing run of bowling figures: 6 for 26 against Academy, 5 for 18 against 
Ellon and 6 for 42 against Artisans. Little surprise, therefore, that he had done 
enough to win the Grade 1 bowling cup and his performances were instrumental 
in ensuring that Banchory finished an impressive 4thiin that league. 

The Turriff Cup was also to throw up another memorable game. Having 
disposed of Queen's Cross in the semi-final, Banchory faced Ellon in the final ata 
neutral Allan Park. The Deesiders got off to a dream start when Craig Mason 
blew away the top order with a spell of 3 for 1 in 5 overs. Ellon were 27 for 4 but 
their middle order of Steve Anderson (24), Andy Parks (29) and in particular Scott 
Middleton (49) ensured a fighting total of 164. Banchory's reply was built around 
a captain's innings of 62 by Neil Gourlay. However, when he was out (bowled by 
Parks) the score was 128 for 6 with just over five overs to go. A valiant 19 from 
Lionel Andrews meant another nail-biting climax: Banchory required six to win off 
Steve Anderson's last over. The first two balls were dot balls, and when Andrews 
was caught off the third ball, it was left to Richard Brown and Mike Perry to 
shoulder the responsibility. Brown hit two off the fourth ball followed by a 
scrambled single. Needing just two off the last ball (Banchory had now lost fewer 
wickets) Mike Perry hit a single but was run out going for the second. What a 
finish! 
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One of the most memorable events, which took place in 2001, was that the | 
Burnett Park was the idyllic setting for a Deeside Select XI invitation match | 


against the touring Lord's Taverners side. Club secretary Mike Scotting was very 
keen on promoting the image of the Club to a wider audience, and he was 
instrumental in securing this prestigious fixture for this season, as well as 2002. 
Much background work was carried out for weeks by volunteers, and Bob Murray 
guarded and tended his excellent wicket with all the love and tenderness of a 
slightly psychotic mother. It proved a perfect day in every way. The result was 
immaterial a manufactured tie it was just a pleasure to see ex-professional 


cricketers in action (Mike Denness, former England captain; the majestic 


England opener Chris Broad and the gentlemanly John Shepherd). Other former 
sportsmen took part as well ex-England rugby international John Taylor and 


badminton star Mike Tredgett. The fun came from the theatrical and TV stars: — 


Emmerdale's Frazer Hines, raconteur Bob 'The Cat’ Bevan, comedian Johnny | 
McGhee, film and theatre star Robert Powell and the versatile John Alderton the — 


last won many plaudits both for his unique batting style, which was agriculturally 
effective, and his general air of being a jolly good egg. 


Lord's Taverners 2002 


Neil Gourlay's hopes of building on the success of the previous season 
were to prove somewhat fruitless in 2002. Dave Astle had moved to Glasgow, 
and the likes of Jerry Donaldson, Lionel Andrews, lan Pennington and Alex 
Moore were playing fewer and fewer games. The writing was on the wall during 
the first league match against Stonehaven. “Thistle off to a flying start to new 
season’ was the headline in 'The Mearns Leader’ and the home side certainly got 
off to a flyer scoring 244 for 2 in 42 overs. Ashley Morton smashed an awesome 
132, and even Neil Gourlay was put to the sword, his eight overs costing 70 runs. 
Andrew Long's 6 for 27 did for Banchory who were all out for 131 in the 40" over. 
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But in a season of highs and lows Banchory crushed St Ronald the following 
week. Putin to baton a damp and green wicket, Gourlay (73) and Donaldson (69) 
broke the record for an opening stand with 142 well worked runs in 30 overs. The 
home side finished on 193 for 6. St Ronald were all out for 113, their fortunes 
turning on Craig Mason's running out of Alex Keith (56). 

Draws against Stoneywood-Dyce, Queen's Cross and Bon Accord, and an 
easy win against Ellon gave the players hope of a really successful second half to 
the season but in the wettest season on record (at one point the 2” XI didn't play a 
match for six consecutive weeks) it was difficult to keep up any kind of 
momentum. A dispiriting defeat occurred against Kintore in mid-June. Batting 
first on a wet and muddy Kintore wicket Banchory recovered from being 76 for 6 
to finish on 121. John Millar (4 for 30) and the promising Mike Perry (3 for 25) 
reduced the home side to a staring-defeat-in-the-face 61 for 8 but belligerent 
knocks from Gareth Prosser (39 not out) and Andrew Petrie (18 not out), helped 
by two vital dropped catches, saw the home side grab a very unlikely victory. 

Aweek later the side attained a rare draw with Cults in a rain-interrupted 
match even rarer (areal collector's item, this) was seeing Bryan Alexander being 
out to a second ball duck. Cults inevitably rallied to an impressive 184 for 5 with 
their new recruit from Newtonhill, Peter Winefield, unbeaten on 75. Banchory 
also rallied from a disastrous 34 for 5 with Neil Gourlay (51 not out) and Jerry 
Donaldson (30) resisting everything that was thrown at them, even lob bowling 
towards the end. As the season dribbled to an end Banchory had high hopes of 
progressing beyond the quarter-finals of the Small Clubs Cup. They'd got there 
by virtue of beating St Michael's and then travelling to Gullane, east of Edinburgh, 
with a scratch side and wiping them out thanks largely to a flamboyant 83 from 
Graham Edge. 

The quarter-final was against Fauldhouse at the Burnett Park and the 
match proved a huge disappointment, especially to skipper Gourlay. One 
obvious feature of the opposition was that they were so much more pumped up, 
so much more committed than their opponents. Restricting the visitors to 132 for 
9 in their 42 overs (a brief rain break had reduced the stipulated overs from 45 to 
42) was a decent performance, and instrumental in that was Craig Mason who 
took 5 for 32. Banchory's reply was inept, and that's being kind. They never 
recovered from losing Gourlay and Edge for ducks in the fourth over and the rest 
of the side offered little or no resistance. An embarrassing 47 was the final score. 
Maybe this was the moment which decided Neil Gourlay's future - why should 
such a talented player lead a club that lacked a desire to win? Regrettably his 
future was to lie with Cults, and the last three matches (all defeats) were played 
by aside which had had its stuffing forcibly extracted. 

Philip Potter took over the unenviable reins of 1° XI skipper for the new 
2003 season, and he was to witness the obverse of Neil Gourlay's experience. 
From a position of near crisis, he would see his side transformed utterly and 
unrecognisably. The yo-yo was about to twitch yet again. 

The first league match, at home to BonAccord, gave little indication of the 
crisis to come. Batting first, the home team scored a respectable 168 for 9 in 45 
overs with skipper Potter scoring 63, Brett Howard 42 and Fraser Deeming an 
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unbeaten 33. Bon Accord were pegged back throughout the match and only won | 
with five balls remaining. Brett Howard, the ex-Ellon player, would make a huge 

difference to the side in the coming season: not only would his all-round skills as a | 
left-arm spinner and attacking batsman be called upon much more than they | 
were with his old club, but he would also prove a genial motivator. Spirits then | 
rose with an easy eight wicket win over Artisans but there were ominous signs | 


even in that game with victory being secured partly by the services of 2 XI 
players Mark Herbert taking four wickets and Tim Donald scoring 42 not out. The 


root of the problem was that the 1° XI had too small a pool of players and some of | 
the recognised players were under-performing: Craig Mason, who began the | 
season well, would, sadly, begin to lose all rhythm in his fast bowling; no | 
amount of practice would put this right so that by the end of the season Craig | 
was dropped from the side. Hopefully he will re-find his touch. Lewis Beddie's | 


batting was also going through the doldrums: in his first eight matches he could 


| 


only score eleven runs. Thankfully, Beddie's form would return with a vengeance | 


later in the season, but the 1“ XI just couldn't afford this under-achieving. 

The crisis occurred sooner rather than later with consecutive defeats at 
the hands of Kintore, St Ronald, Stonehaven, Boroughmuir, Academy and Cults. 
The batting totals reflect the dwindling morale: 93, 101, 62, 57, 115 and 50. The 
defeat against fellow-strugglers Academy at Duthie Park was the undoubted low 
point when skipper Potter, by his own admission, was ‘under the weather’ and 
failed to lead by example. The club was now facing relegation and something had 
to be done. Tim Donald had returned to his former club after a gap of thirteen 
years and had been made captain of the 2” XI simply because he was far from 
match-fit - in retrospect this was a pretty daft idea since even an unfit Tim could 
hold his position in most teams, his innate ability would have seen to that. So 
Draconian measures were called for. It was decided that the 2” XI captain and 
vice-captain (Tim Donald and Tim Wilkinson) should now become 1* XI players 
for the foreseeable future, leaving the 2 XI in the capable hands of Ken 
Campbell but inevitably condemning them to relegation to Grade 3. However, 
despite the gloom, there were some notable personal performances of note in 
this catalogue of defeat: Philip Potter hit a fine 50 against Stonehaven, and in the 
humiliating defeat at the hands of Boroughmuir in the Small Clubs Cup Tim 
Wilkinson's 2 for 13 in ten overs (Boroughmuir scored 212) and Richard Perry's 2 
for 26 were jewels in the dross. Against Academy Banchory were facing defeat at 
52 for 8 when Robbie Mott (31) and Mark Herbert (37) put together a partnership 
of 57 of both secure defence and youthful vivacity they showed the commitment 
that their older clubmates lacked. 

The fightback began immediately. Batting first against Queen's Cross, 
Banchory's batsmen at last clicked. A total of 190 for 6 saw useful contributions 
from a range of players: Philip Potter (49), Brett Howard (37 not out), Tim 
Wilkinson (32), Tim Donald (26) and Malcolm Elder (26). Elder, back from his tour 
of Australia, was to prove another vital cog in Banchory's future success. The 
home side held out for a draw on 128 for 8 but Banchory could be well pleased 
with their performance. Unfortunately this match was to prove the beginning of 
Craig Mason's hopefully temporary demise as a fast bowler, the number of wides 
increasing match by match. 
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A close, but morale-boosting win against Methlick in the Turriff Cup was 
followed by an excellent league win against Ellon, the deciding factor being Brett 
Howard's match-winning 34 not out against his former club. Confidence was now 
palpable and the next match, against Bon Accord at the Links, was to prove, 
according to the Aberdeen side's Andy Meres ‘one of the best games in MY living 
memory’. Batting first, Fazal Awan and Meres passed fifty in the thirteenth over. 
Meres (15) was run out by Craig Mason. Mac Ahmed (20) was stumped by 
Malcolm Elder off Tim Wilkinson's bowling but the following partnership between 
Awan (111) and Nawaz Mirza (76) gave a new meaning to the word ‘onslaught’. 
Mirza's innings contained seven of the biggest sixes ever seen. Four consecutive 
sixes off Tim Wilkinson's bowling meant that players on a neighbouring pitch had 
to stop their game during the over since they were in genuine danger of being hit. 
56 off the last four overs allowed Bon Accord to declare on 251 for 3 off 39 overs. 

To win Banchory needed to score the most runs in the history of the club. 
They got off to a sensational start with Tim Donald and Philip Potter scoring at 
seven an over and flustering the home attack. Potter (44) fell first, but after a 
shaky start the elegant Malcolm Elder (48) continued the momentum with Donald 
who had gracefully passed his 50 and was heading for his first century. With the 
score on 188 for 1 and Donald on 99 the big right-hander hit the ball straight to 
silly mid-off and inexplicably called for arun. Inevitably he was run out agonisingly 
short of what would have been a sensational century. With seventeen overs left 
nerves were beginning to creep in: Lewis Beddie (0), Graham Edge (8) and Alex 
Moore (6) all fell cheaply and then Elder himself was caught behind to make the 
score 220 for 6. But in one of his most valuable innings Tim Wilkinson (31 not out) 
used all his experience to fashion a remarkable win with just ten balls remaining. 
Oggy Elder (3), Craig Mason (1) and John Millar (1 not out) all stuck around to 
provide brief but useful support. 

Banchory were now playing their own brand of 'sexy cricket' and even 
though their bowling would continue to lack penetration their batting was 
beginning to be feared. In the next game, against Artisans in the Aberdeenshire 
Cup, Richard Brown's 6 for 28 secured a narrow victory. Inexplicably, though, the 
young leg-spinner was not selected for the next league game...against Artisans! 
This was a draw, with Tim Donald hitting 64, and a week later a close defeat at the 
hands of Kintore all turned on a dropped catch by the big man when Frank 
Summers (44) was in single figures. Lewis Beddie's return to form was evident 
against St Ronald in mid-July: his unbeaten 64 allowed the home side to declare 
on 202 for 5 while the visitors fell for 105, Malcolm Elder taking 5 for 53 and Dave 
Astle, back on Deeside foravisit,3for18. 

Banchory were now storming up the league and relegation was a thing of 
the past. Safety was secured with a solid win against Academy, their earlier 
defeat still smarting. Tim Donald (69) and Philip Potter (55) equalled the club's 
record opening partnership of 142 and Banchory's bowling saw the debut of 13 
year old Alex Starling whose 3 for 31 underlined the huge potential of this future 
star. Weather-wise this was the best summer on record...it also Served up a menu 
of great cricket. The Allan Park was the venue for another cliff-hanger, this time 
the semi-final of the Aberdeenshire Cup. Banchory must have fancied their 
chances after scoring 194 for 6 in their 40 overs. Tim Donald hit a somewhat 
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scratchy 38 but Matthew MacPherson (39 not out) batted very sensibly to allow a 
gem of an innings of 53 from Brett Howard who smashed the bowlers to all parts, 
the last seven overs going for 75 runs. In reply Cults lost Neil Gourlay off the third 
ball with Alex Moore taking an exceptional catch in the deep. Bryan Alexander 
(60) and Graeme Gillanders (72) repaired the damage in their usual unflustered 
manner but when they were both out more or less together more wickets began 
to fall. Cults skipper Paul Upjohn then disgraced himself with an embarrassing 
tantrum in the middle of the wicket: he was caught in the deep by Graham Edge 
off what Upjohn assumed was a ball above waist height. The umpire didn't call it 
and all hell broke loose. Accusations of cheating then followed and once the 
brouhaha was over Banchory's concentration wavered. The whole affair left a 
bad taste in the mouth--a pity, because up till then this was an absorbing game of 
cricket. Ev Lee's 22 not out saw Cults home with four balls and one wicket left. 

Acomprehensive defeat at the hands of a highly motivated Stonehaven 
side was followed by yet another sensational match. In the Turriff Cup semi-final 
at Ellon the home side batted first and their 40 over total of 180 for 9 was built 
around a superb 103 from skipper Stevie Anderson. Mark Herbert, Richard Perry 
and Tim Wilkinson were the pick of the bowlers, each taking two wickets. In a kind 
of mirror image of the Ellon total Banchory's reply was one player's finest hour. 
Tim Donald (115 not out), in an innings of flair and highly concentrated 
determination, secured an amazing win with just two balls remaining. This was 
Tim's finest hour. A variety of short partnerships aided the Banchory cause but 
one shot really secured the win a six over long-on off Steve Reid's bowling 
smashed by lan Pennington eased the pressure just before the end. 

Another big score followed in a frustrating draw with Queen's Cross. The 
home side's total of 233 for 2 came in just 43 overs with Malcolm Elder hitting a 
glorious 88 not out and Philip Potter 53. Earlier in the season the Banchory 
skipper had sustained what appeared to be a fairly innocuous knock in the groin 
area but at times the injury badly affected his flexibility as a batsman and fielder, 
so this was a good comeback. 

Heavy league defeats at the hands of Cults and Ellon were followed by a 
potential cracker of a final game _ the Turriff Cup Final against Bon Accord at the 
Links. This was to prove a disappointing anti-climax. Illness and other 
commitments meant a depleted side faced the might of the Aberdeen side who 
were still smarting from their earlier defeat. Fazal Awan, the first Grades player to 
ever score 1000 runs in the league in a single season, was in devastating touch 
and his awesome knock of 185 not out single-handedly won the game. Twenty- 
eight fours and four sixes had the poor Banchory fielders scuttling to all parts but 
a few dropped catches didn't help their cause. Bon Accord finished on 291 for 4, 
the highest score ever against Banchory, as was Awan's. With nothing to lose the 
visitors made a decent fist of the reply, with Tim Donald (74) and Malcolm Elder 
(61) putting on a record 127 for the second wicket. But this time there was to be 
no fairy-tale ending and Banchory slumped to 186 for 9. 

This was a disappointing end to the season, yes, but considering the 

parlous state the club was in June everyone should be proud of the 1° XI's 

turnaround. In a sense the 2” XI had to be sacrificed, but Grade 2 was always 
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going to be a challenge and hardly the best environment to bring on the club's 
many promising younger players. Tim Donald's 660 runs in the season was a fine 
performance. In retrospect he should never have been made 2” XI skipper but it 
seemed a good idea at the time 

We are near the end now, gentle reader, and all achievements of the past 
have been duly recorded. But what of those players who do not figure at all? The 
name of Gary Wright will not appear in these annals, but he is a player who 
epitomises the club - Gary has played for his club for a number of years 
now, has achieved little as far as individual performance is concerned, and yet is 
willing to turn out, often at the last minute, for any side that requests his presence. 
Without the likes of the Gary Wrights of this world this club would have folded long 
ago....and we salute them. 

And what of the future? For the first time in 150 years covers will soon 
grace the Burnett Park, a female player has already played for the juniors (Toni 
Lines), we have our own website (thanks to Richard Brown, Richard Perry and 
Mark Herbert), and the club may well return to being called Banchory Scott 
Skinner's Cricket Club. Progress will continue to be made because of the forward 
thinking of its administrators, and 2004, the 150” anniversary of the club's 
founding, will see a tour to Shropshire as well as numerous other celebrations. A 
landmark has been achieved: you, gentle reader, have read a singularly 
unillustrious history but it's one that has had to be written because it doesn't 
celebrate 150 years of achievement - it celebrates hundreds of players playing a 
marvellous sport, proud to be part of Banchory Cricket Club's history and being 
part of history themselves. 


Lewis Beddie (1967 - 2004) 


Just as we were putting the book to bed 
we heard of the tragic death of Lewis Beddie in 
February. The relatively early deaths of other 
players, Jim Cocker, Mike Banks, Bernard 
Kenworthy and Jim Reid as well as Lewis, have 
left all who know them, as well as the club, richer 
for their times with us. 

Lewis's batting record speaks for itself- 
over 4000 runs for his club - but it was his overall 
personal contribution which everyone will 
remember. In the words of Sir William Golding, 
he was ' a true, wise friend’ whose quiet yet 
authoritative demeanour earned the respect of 
all those who met him. He was. utterly 
committed to his club and, latterly, proved a very 
effective Match Secretary. He leaves behind a 
void which cannot be filled. 
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BANCHORY CRICKET CLUB 2nd XI 1979-1987 


Prior to 1979, weekend friendly games and for a short time Industrial 


League matches on mid-week evenings provided the only opportunity for 


occasional players to take part in "competitive" cricket. Banchory boys had | 
received winter coaching since the mid-70's and had played a few friendly | 
matches against sides from Ellon and other country clubs, but the now very | 


successful Aberdeenshire youth leagues did not commence until 1983. 


Entry to the Aberdeenshire Cricket Association's Reserve Grade was | 


| 


made in 1979, the intention being to provide truly competitive matches on a | 
regular basis for youths who might mature into 1st XI regulars and for the | 
younger still who needed the encouragement to pursue the summer game | 


seriously, cricket not being among the summer sports taken in local schools. 
In the first three seasons (1979,80,81) the 2nd XI generally consisted of 


two to four senior players, a couple of 16 year olds and the rest juniors, aged 12 | 


and upwards. In these early days the team suffered some crushing defeats from — 
strong, well-established reserve sides, but the experience grew and the young © 


players matured in skills and strength. The upturn was already evident in 1982, 


and in 1983, the addition of newcomers to the Banchory area, fathers and boys, | 


provided a stronger pool from which first and second teams could be selected. 
Banchory 2nd XI finished bottom of the Reserve Grade in 1979, 1980 


| 


| 
| 


and 1981. In 1982 they had moved up to 10th position, in 1983 to 7th and in 1984 © 
to 2nd in the league of 16 clubs. In 1984 they won the 2nd XI cup competition, | 


receiving the Johnston Rose Bowl for the first time in only their 6th season in 
Reserve Grade cricket. Aremarkable transformation had taken place alongside 
that of the 1st XI, which during this period had progressed from being champions 
of Grade IIl in 1981 to being 4th in Grade 1 in 1984. The Banchory 2nd Xl is nowa 
well-established and respected team among the clubs of the Aberdeenshire 
Grades. 

The task of running the 2nd XI in 1979 was given to John Hodgson and Bob 
Laing (formerly of St Ronald). Assisted at times by Dinkar Sabnis and Godfrey 
Thomas and very occasionally by other seniors this pair took a keen group of 
youngsters through a hard season in which only one match was won. The bulk of 
the bowling was carried out by the boys: lan Russell (aged 16), Chris Gill (16), 
Steven Thomas (13) and Neil Laing (12) each bowled in excess of 40 overs in the 
season. Andrew Webster (12) took 11 wickets in 22 overs. Other regular boys 
were Guy Hunter (14) and Stewart Blades (13). In the match that was won, 
against Anchorians (another team at the pioneer stage) Dinkar Sabnis scored 35 
not outand Jon Hodgson (Jnr) took 3 wickets for 4 runs. An all-time low score of 
14 all out was suffered in a match against Westburn but most encouraging signs 
were evident during the last game of the 1979 season on a cold and windy day at 
Stoneywood. The home side spent 50 overs and almost three hours amassing 
150 for 4 wickets. During this time the Banchory youngsters bowled accurately 
and chased everything in the field. When Banchory batted, Sabnis and Simon 
Willetts (aged 15) batted well but the last wicket fell with the score at 65, young 
Steven Thomas being caught at point with only 2 overs left. Banchory had lost 
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but the team had worked hard for almost five hours as an enthusiastic living unit. 
The players had enjoyed their cricket. Other games, which neared successful 
conclusions, included one against Stonehaven where Bob Ralph scored 42 
before seeing his side undergo a remarkable collapse to 62 all out including 5 
ducks. Bob Murray turned out against Ellon and took seven wickets: it might 
have been all 10 if the stand-in wicket-keeper of the day (John Hodgson) had had 
sticky gloves. 

The building phase continued during 1980. The boys had their chance 
to see a master in action early in the season. Gordon Miller was persuaded to 
turn out against the Gordonians in a league game and took 6 wickets for 16 runs. 
In a cup-tie a week later, Gordonians, with no Miller to contend with on this 
occasion, drove quickly to a score of 241 in 40 overs. Banchory could only 
gather 117 for 6 but during that reply John Hodgson and Simon Willetts (just 
turned 16) made 79 for the first wicket. This still stands as a Banchory 2nd XI 
record for a first wicket partnership. Another youngster, lan Ramsay (14) took 5 
wickets for 36 runs and along with Miller (3 for 27) held Balmoral to 119 all out: but 
once more the Banchory batting was not good enough to take the side to a win. 

In 1981 the 2nd XI won no matches. Early on Rosslyn Ladies beat them. 
Hilary Buchan, in 15 overs of accurate, hostile bowling took 6 wickets for 20 runs 
and Banchory were all out for 48. Banchory, without the Gill-Russell partnership 
(the boys had departed to college) could not break the Ladies who made 49 for 5 
wickets and claimed a victory for possibly the only time in their matches against 
Reserve Grade sides. On the benefit side that season, in a close match against 
Mannofield, lan Ramsay helped Bob Ralph to put on 61 for the seventh wicket, 
and Tim Donald (aged 15) was beginning to make his mark with both bat and ball. 
Towards the end of the 1981 season seniors such as Stan Wilkinson, Geoff 
Hadley, Frank Sheridan and Bernard Kenworthy were playing a few games. In 
1982 other seniors joined the pool, the boys were beginning to mature and at last 
matches were being won. Nell Laing was now becoming an accurate quick 
bowler and Alan Taylor appeared as a useful slow left-arm spinner. Andrew 
Webster (now 15) was making his mark as a batsman and was joined by another 
promising 15 year old, Lewis Beddie. Ajit Barot, a first-year pharmacy student 
from RGIT, joined the club at this time and was to prove very useful in Reserve 
Grade cricket, and later in 1st XI cricket for Banchory over the next few seasons. 
In aremarkable game against St Ronald, when the start at Burnett Park had been 
delayed for over an hour because of heavy rain, the visitors declared at 168 for 1 
wicket (with Harry Latchman in full flow on 56 not out). Banchory replied with 172 
for 7, Barot scoring 94, the rest being picked up by Kenworthy, Beddie and 
Webster. 

A week later, at Duthie Park, Balmoral were well beaten. They scored 
173 for 8 (Stan Wilkinson 6 for 54) but then succumbed to an onslaught from 
Simon Willett (76 runs), Steve Jones (40) and Webster (26) as Banchory raced to 
174 for 6 wickets. The partnership of 105 for the second wicket between Willetts 
and Jones is the highest for any wicket in the present 2nd XI records. 

The Reserve XI at last won a cup-tie: against Westburn at the Links, 
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Guy Hunter scored a dashing 19 at a vital time to enable Banchory to win in the 
40th over. 

Banchory were now being recognized as serious opponents by other 
clubs in the Reserve Grade. Cults turned out a side, which included a number of 
regular 1st XI players to put the Banchorians in their place later on in the 1982 
season. Banchory finished 10th in the league: it was the first season that they 
had not finished bottom since joining the grade.Banchory were now being 
recognized as serious opponents by other clubs in the Reserve Grade. Cults 
turned out a side, which included a number of regular 1st XI players to put the | 
Banchorians in their place later on in the 1982 season. Banchory finished 10th in — 
the league: it was the first season that they had not finished bottom since joining 
the grade. 

Alan Taylor took over the captaincy of the 2nd XI in 1983. New arrivals to 
strengthen the pool of Banchory cricketers were Terry Pennington, Ken | 
Campbell and Jim Rawson, and the youngsters Philip Gordon (16) and Steve 
Rawson (15). This season also marked the first of the Under-17 Youth league of © 
the Aberdeen-shire Cricket Association. Banchory were to have available a _ 
number of boys experienced in competitive cricket. They provided the basis of 
the Youth side, which finished 5th in 1983 and 2nd (to Mannofield) in 1984. In — 
1984 and again in 1985 Steve Rawson won the Association's Youth League ~ 
bowling trophy. Several of the boys who formed the youth side played regularly — 
with the Banchory 2nd XI during 1983 and 1984, but good performances were 
produced by seniors also in this 1983 season. Against St Ronald at the Links, — 
Banchory scored 144. This included a fine 35 from Frank Sheridan; Frank also — 
took 5 wickets for 24 in this match, which ended in an exciting draw, with St 
Ronald on 141 for 8 wickets. 

In the match against Cults, Willetts scored 38 and Tim Donald 47 in the 
Banchory total of 156, and as the Cults side held on for a draw at 90 for 9, Jim 
Rawson took 8 wickets for 10 runs! Bernard Kenworthy took 6 for 17 against tads 
Club as they fell to defeat at 38 all out. 

But the most satisfying result in 1983 was that against Inverurie: a win 
that was really the mark of arrival of Banchory 2nd XI as serious challengers in 
seasons to come. Inverurie were dismissed for 54 (Kenworthy 4 for 9, Philip 
Gordon 3 for 9) and Banchory jauntily proceeded to 55 for 4 wickets. At the end of 
season 1983, Banchory had moved to 7th place in the league of 16 clubs. 

Season 1984 was to provide the early peak in the history of the Banchory 
2nd X!. Under the captaincy of Dinkar Sabnis it was to be the most successful of 
seasons. A number of new arrivals at the Club fitted easily into the team, which 
had now become an effective mix of young and old and of batting strength and 
bowling power. The fielding had always been exuberant. The combination 
resulted in Banchory finishing a close second to Inverurie in the league, losing 
only one match during the course of the season, and in Banchory winning the 
Johnston Rose Bowl, the trophy awarded to the winners of the 2nd XI Cup 
competition. 

Early season bowling performances were occasionally dramatic and 
deadly: Vic Coutts took 8 wickets for 16 runs (including a hat-trick) in the 92 run 
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defeat of Cults in a league match. He followed this with 6 for 9 against 
Anchorians, Steve Rawson taking the other 4 for 12 in this demolition. Alan Taylor 
took 5 for 31 against Westburn, Banchory winning a tight game by 3 wickets. 
Seventeen year old newcomers Philip Search and David Heard were to show 
their value: Heard scored 84 in his side's 213 for 7 against St Ronald. Against 
Ellon, Search drove 9 fours as he scored 54; in the same match Steve Rawson 
took 6 wickets for 37 runs. Geoff Henley (68 not out) was dominant in an 
unbroken partnership with Bob Murray, which yielded a record 104 for the fifth 
wicket against Dyce. 

Banchory stumbled to their only defeat of the 1984 season against 
Inverurie, in early June: this was to cost them the league championship. The very 
next day they were to beat Cults in a dramatic (or hilarious) cup-tie, which set them 
on their way to the Rose Bowl. 

ACults side, considerably strengthened over the one Banchory had faced 
earlier in the season, scored 118 in 38.4 overs. The Banchory fielding, usually top 
class, was on this occasion disastrous: five catches were dropped. However, a 
classy 38 from Webster, which included three sixes, put Banchory on the right 
track, only for the side to crumble from 82 for 4 to 88 for 8. Alan Taylor and Philip 
Gordon then pursued a remarkable 9th wicket partnership and with the last ball of 
the 40th over to be bowled 3 runs were required if Banchory were to win. 
Unbelievably, the pair ran 3 byes with the Cults fielders in panic and bewilderment! 


Banchory 2nd XI 1984 
Back row: D. Hardy, P. Search, G. Hadley, K. Campbell, J. Millar, |. Bradbury. 
Front row: T. Morgan, A. Webster, D. Sabnis, S. Jones, A. Taylor. 
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The Cup Final was against Inverurie. Banchory could muster only 109, being 
bowled out in 33.3 overs. It could have been much worse: Lewis Beddie joined | 
opener Vie Coutts with the score at 12 for 4 wickets. Beddie then cracked 53 runs | 
(including ID fours) and the pair put on 67 before Coutts was out for 17. Beddie was — 
removed at 98. Very soon after that, at 56 for 2 wickets, Inverurie looked set to win 
but in a thrilling finish they fell for 103 in the 37th over. Banchory had won the Cup — 
Final by 6 runs. Philip Search took the last Inverurie wicket in his 13th over of — 
accurate bowling; Kenworthy had 5 wickets for 13 runs. | 

Banchory went on to win very convincingly their three remaining league | 
fixtures to finish second to Inverurie in the 1984 Reserve Grade.After the heady © 
days of the 1984 summer during which Banchory 2nd XI had become _ 
established as a strong side to be respected by all, the problem was to remain | 
consistently good, to maintain the challenge against the longer-running — 
successful teams. A flow-through of players was to be expected and had to be | 
utilised to provide the best blend. During the season of 1985, Banchory found it - 
difficult to win matches. The Reserve Grade was now divided into two smaller - 
sections. Banchory were in the upper section along with the other stronger sides, | 
which they now had to play twice in league fixtures. The 2nd XI won only 4 | 
league matches and drew seven, finishing 3rd in their section of 8 teams. 

In the first round of the cup Banchory were drawn against Inverurie, and 
when they beat that side by seven wickets (Philip Search 45 not out) it seemed as 
though nothing could stop them from retaining the Rose Bowl. However, they | 
got no further than the semi-final. In the league they were well-beaten by 
Inverurie in one game and the weather ensured a draw as the outcome in the - 
return fixture. | 

There continued to be some first-rate individual performances. Ken 
Campbell (70) and Terry Pennington (31) had a record third wicket partnership 
against Kintore. Geoff Hadley emerged as a consistent and durable opening 
batsman as well as being a most efficient wicket-keeper. Terry Morgan took 5 
wickets for 19 runs against Balmoral, but the match was lost; Jim Rawson took 5 
for 24 against Stonehaven in one of the drawn games. John Millar, a medium 
paced left-arm bowler, took 4 for 34 in a match won against Stoneywood. Geoff 
McQuillan scored 62 against Stonehaven. But overall the team performance was 
never as dynamic as it had been the season before. 

In 1986, Banchory 2nd XI continued the struggle to find the best mixture. 
Alistair Cameron joined the squad and put in some steady batting performances. 
With both Cameron and Webster scoring 46 not out, the partnership yielded aa 
record 100 for the fourth wicket, against Stonehaven. Earlier in the season 
Beddie (26 not out) joined Cameron (46 not out) in an undefeated partnership of 
61 against Westburn, a record for the 6th wicket. 

Cameron took 6 wickets for 31 against Dyce; Keith Search took 3 for 43 
in the same match. John Millar impressed with a 7 for 32 in the perennial battle 
against Inverurie. In that game Inverurie were dismissed for 154 and Banchory 
had a goad win, making 155 for 9 wickets: Bob Murray scored 76 not out and had 
an important match-winning partnership with Kenworthy (33). In the return 
match Inverurie won by 8 wickets, having put out Banchory for a paltry 42. 
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Geoff Hadley continued to perform steadily and towards the end of the season 
‘oungsters from the Banchory Junior squad were being added to the 
xperienced seniors mentioned. Chris Lanigan (15), Michael Thomson (15), 
\listair Barthwick (15), Matthew McPherson (14), Chris Buston (14) and Oinu 
sabnis (12) are amongst the youngsters who are likely to gain regular games, 
ind so add alittle bounce to the teams of 1987 and beyond. 

For 1987, Bob Murray has replaced Dinkar Sabnis as Captain, and has 
\listair Cameron as his second-in-comman4d. This pair, with continued support of 
he regular mature players and with a judicious admixture of the boys from the 
unior pool will have every opportunity to take the Banchory 2nd XI on an upswing 
ynce more. The year 1987 will be only Banchory's ninth in Reserve Grade 
ricket. They have had considerable success in the most recent of those years 
yut throughout the nine, there has been enjoyment for all who have played 
ricket for Banchory. 


John Hodgson 
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BANCHORY CRICKET CLUB 2” XI 1987 - 2003 


The period 1979 - 1986 was commonly known as the “ Hodgson Era *. John, 
being ably assisted in the embryonic years by Bob Laing and Dinkar Sabnis, 
retired from playing in 1986. For season 1987 (100 years on from the opening of 
the Burnett Park) Bob Murray replaced Dinkar as the second's captain, with 
Alistair Cameron as vice-captain. 

The new skipper had immediate success with a fine win in the first game 
of the season away to Ellon. Banchory scored 158 for 7 in 43 overs with 
newcomer Tony Lyn (46) and Bob Murray (31) the main scorers. In reply Ellon 
had no answer to the speed of Philip Search (6 for 17) and the swing of John 
Millar (3 for 15). A stubborn last wicket partnership together with black 
overhanging clouds gave the Banchory skipper some cause for concern. But, 
newcomer Upally Ekanayake from Sri Lanka claimed the final wicket. The top 
“scorer “ for the home side was extras with 19 runs! 

At Banchory the following week against Balmoral the home side were 
soon in trouble with both openers back in the pavilion with no runs on the board. 
However, Bob Murray (51) and Tony Lyn (50) were again in fine form and allowed 
the home skipper to declare the innings with the score 157 for 7 in 39 overs. For 
Balmoral, the veteran Joe Scott (3-27) bowled economically. The challenge to 
win the game was never taken up by Balmoral who had only 9 players. On a good 
batting wicket the visitors scored 103 for 5 in 51 overs. Six bowlers were used to 
pierce the Balmoral shield, the most successful being Philip Search (2 for 37 in 
20 overs). 

In the return game at a windy Sheddocksley Banchory gained revenge 
by bowling the home side out for 38. Keith Search (3 for 17) and Upally 
Ekanayake (4 for 19) were the Banchory bowlers who inflicted the damage on the 
visitors. Banchory passed the meagre total for the loss of only two wickets. 

Other league games of note were two drawn games against Inverurie: at 
Banchory the home side were 149 for 8, with Philip Gordon (52) and Lewis 
Beddie (48) replying to Inverurie’s 110 for 8. In the return fixture the home side 
were all out for 128.The Banchory reply was cautious, 102 for 6, with a solid 
batting display from skipper Bob Murray (43not out). 

Individual performances stood out in the next two games: John Millar's 
all-round display (6 for 29 and 25 not out) ensured a ten-wicket drubbing of Dyce 
while Alistair Cameron's spin (5 for 10) put paid to Stonehaven. The final league 
game of the season at the Burnett Park is one that Cults batsman Ramsay Mowat 
will not forget. He gave up his normal pursuit of hill walking to play cricket and to 
his delight he scored an undefeated century (6 sixes, 5 fours). Ramsay was ably 
assisted by Paul Upjohn (47) in a Cults total of 194 for 3. The Banchory reply was 
a worthless 68 all out. How Banchory wished that Ramsay had gone hill walking 
that day!The highlight of this season was Banchory’s progress to the final of the 
Rose Bowl Cup. Banchory played AGSFP'S in the first round and recorded an 
easy win with Sri Lankan Ekanayake (67not out), John Millar (65) and Bob Ralph 
(39) the main contributors to the total of 211 for 6. Grammar crumbled to a 
meagre 63 all out. 
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In the second round home game against Cults Banchory batted first and 

made a total of 128 all out. At one stage the home side were 76 for 7 in 30 overs 
with Alistair Cameron (34) and Bob Murray (20) both back in the pavilion. The two 
Tims, Wilkinson (22) and Donald (31), gave some respectability to the final total 
with a 46 run partnership in 8 overs. 
In reply the Cults openers Donnie Smith (45) and lan Sutherland (16) gave their 
side a match winning start with 67 runs without loss in 21 overs. There then 
followed one of the most dramatic collapses ever seen at the Burnett Park, Cults 
losing ten wickets for the addition of only 17 runs in 15 overs! The player 
responsible for this collapse was Alistair Cameron whose superb 6 for 22 in 13 
overs included a hat trick. 

Now forthe semi final! 

This was against county rivals Stonehaven with the temperature at the 
Burnett Park in the 80's. The feature of this game was a fine knock from Donald 
Hodgson (53) in the Stonehaven total of 125. Banchory passed this total for the 
loss of 6 wickets with Terry Pennington (29 not out) and Ekanayake (24) the main 
scorers. 

Unfortunately the Johnston Rose Bowl Final, played at the unfashionable 
Sheddocksley, turned out to be an anti climax for Banchory. Banchory won the 
toss and bowled Westburn out for 66 with an impressive bowling display from 
John Millar (7 for 27). The target of 67 runs was one that Banchory should have 
reached. But a fired up Mike Philip (7 for 20) and the miserly Les Aldus (3 for 14) 
blew away the Banchory batsmen. Any hope the Deesiders had of winning this 
game were gone when the resistance from Bob Murray ended when he was 
adjudged LBW with the score on 30 for 6. Bob was the only batsman to be in 
double figures. Only five more runs were added. Needless to say the Banchory 
captain was bitterly disappointed at the outcome of the final. Despite this blow the 
2™ XI finished a respectable fourth in the league. 


Season 1988 was the year that Mike Ollis, an ex-policeman from 
Cornwall, was to join the Club. Mike had his own unique batting style whereby he 
seemed to crouch at the wicket, but it proved singularly effective. And it did not 
take long for him to make his presence known. In the first league game of the 
season, a defeat against Ellon, he had the audacity to run out his skipper! Mike 
then went on to score a useful 44 runs in the Banchory total of 151 for 9in a drawn 
game with Stoneywood. The visitors, with 43 overs to score the required runs for 
victory, never took up the challenge and at the close their total was 43 for 8. 
Alistair Cameron (5 for 11 in 20 overs) and Bob Murray (3 for 9 in 11 overs) tried all 
they knew to penetrate the defensive wall but to no avail. However, victory came 
in the return game at The People's Park with Mike Ollis (86 not out) and Alistair 
Cameron (6 for 47) the main contributors. 

In the next league game Alistair Cameron (6 for 5) was again in fine form 
with the ball against Westburn who were all out for 30 runs. Banchory easily 
passed this total. The batting order was reversed and young Kenny Clubb (21 not 
out) grabbed this opportunity to impress and give Banchory their first win of the 
season. 
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The Deeside team completed the double in the game at the Burnett Park. 
Once again Alistair Cameron was among the wickets with 5 for 13 in the 
Westburn total of 30 all out chasing a Banchory score of 145 for 7. Alistair 
Cameron (31not out) and Bob Murray (26not out) featured in an undefeated 55 
run partnership in 9 overs. 

The beginning of June was a bad weekend with defeats from Dyce and 
Cults. But despite the two defeats Steve Jones (56) gave a good batting 


performance against Dyce in the Banchory total of 115 runs. An undefeated half 


century from David Lamb and David Gibb (42not out) were the batsman who 
destroyed Banchory. 

A good win the following week against St. Ronald lifted our spirits: on a lively 
Burnett Park track the visitors batted first and scored 104 runs with Steve 
Thompson taking 5 for 40 and Alistair Cameron 4 for 28. Victory for Banchory 
came in the 30th over with a solid captain's innings from Bob Murray (42). In the 
return game, played in a steady drizzle at the Links, Banchory completed the 
double with a 7-wicket victory. St. Ronald were all out for 69 with Alistair Cameron 
and Keith Search each taking 4 wickets. With heavy rain imminent it was 
essential that Banchory scored quickly. This was done thanks to a “Botham* 
innings from Mike Smith (27). Victory was claimed in the 14th over. 

Against Balmoral, a record first wicket partnership of 127 between 
Welshman Mervyn Jenkins (69) and Colin Chapman (53), was the highlight of a 
home win. The visitors' chances of winning this game diminished when they 
arrived with only ten players. Someone forgot to pick up veteran opening bat Des 
Nelson who had a reputation for lengthy painstaking stays at the wicket. 

Nine players made the long journey to play Ellon and, although beaten, a 
gritty performance was given by all. Special mention must go to Alistair Cameron 
who bowled continuously for 25 overs with figures of 7 for 36. Any hope Banchory 
had of winning this game, or at least gaining a draw disappeared with two bad 
decisions given by an inexperienced umpire. Firstly he gave a “catch” behind, 
the ball coming off the batsman's pads, and a run out when the batsman had 
clearly made his ground. At the end of the game the inexperienced umpire and 
Banchory player was told that he was lucky that he was not walking the long 
journey home! 

The highlight of the ensuing two wickets win against Stonehaven in the 
Kincardineshire derby was a hattrick by Bob Murray (4 for 13) destroying the 
Stonehaven middle order. 

A young Matthew MacPherson (5 for 46) was the only player to shine ina 
defeat by Dyce who completed the double against Banchory as did Cults and 
Ellon. 

The final league game of the season at the Burnett Park was a re- 
arranged fixture against Balmoral, which resulted in a win for the home side. The 
composition of the visitors team was quite unique: - D. Morrice, N. Morrice, G. 
Morrice, GR.Morrice, B. Morrice, K. Morrice, D. Northcroft, J. Northcroft, M. 
Northcroft, S. Walker and A Shinie. Banchory batted first and scored 190 for 7 in 
39 overs. Top scorer was Bob Murray (57not out) who batted with authority, and 
he was well supported by Chris Buston (30). This pair were involved in a 5th 
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wicket partnership of 53 runs. Another partnership of note was the undefeated 
8th wicket partnership of 46 runs between Bob and Tim Wilkinson (25 not out). 
The Balmoral reply (75 all out) was a very painful affair and lasted all of 43 overs. 
Cameron (3 for 19) and Mike Potter (3 for 27) spun the Aberdeen side to 
defeat. 

Banchory finished the season in 3rd place, one place better than the 
previous season, and Alistair Cameron deservedly won the Reserve Grade 
bowling award. 

Season 1989 was the year Tony Giles joined the Club. He impressed as a 
wicket keeper in the pre - season friendlies, but it was as a batsman that he made 
his mark in his debut against reigning champions Cults in the first league game of 
the season. In alow scoring game Tony top scored with 40 runs in the Banchory 
total of 89 runs. The Cults opening bowler Louis Mitchell claimed figures of 6 for 
24. The visitors dismissed the home side for 61 with Alistair Cameron (6 for 30), 
Bob Murray (3 for 19) and youngster Russell Drummond (1 for 11 in ten overs) 
giving the visitors victory by 27 runs. 

The following week Alistair had another six-wicket haul in the eight- 
wicket win over Ellon at the Burnett Park. And in the next match, against 
Balmoral, a bad umpiring decision deprived Mike Ollis of his maiden century. The 
Balmoral team appealed even though the ball hit the batsman's pads while he 
was a third of the way down the wicket. However, the umpire responded in the 
affirmative when his finger was agonisingly raised. Poor Mike, two runs short of 
this maiden milestone, trotted off the field muttering in his native Cornish! 

As to the game itself Banchory, with a total of 202 for 5, won easily, 
dismissing Balmoral for 33 with the wickets shared between Alistair Cameron, 
Keith Johnson and lan Pennington. 

Banchory’s good start to the season of four straight wins came to an 
abrupt end at the Woodside Sports Complex for the game with St. Ronald 
seconds. On the adjacent ground the Grade one match between Lads Club and 
St. Ronald was cancelled at 1pm. It transpired that Lads Club had scratched the 
game, thereby giving their opposition a walkover. St. Ronald then reselected the 
team to play Banchory and the St. Ronald team now included five regular first 
team players. Banchory batted first on a hard fast wicket and were all out for 84. 
Only Bob Murray (27) offered any resistance to the reinforced bowling attack. 
The next top scorer was “extras” with 17! 1“ team regular Dave Miller took 6 for 32 
and Alex Keith 1 for 5. The home side easily passed the Banchory score for the 
loss of 5 wickets with a blistering 32 from first team and Grades Select player Alex 
Keith. 

There then followed a pleasing weekend with two wins against Inverurie. 
On the Saturday at Kellands Park Banchory declared their innings after 39 overs 
with the score on 186 for 4. Excellent batting performances came from Mike 
Smith (60), Terry Pennington (46) and Bob Murray (41 not out). Mike Smith and 
Bob Murray were involved in a 96 run 3rd wicket partnership in 13 overs! In reply 
Inverurie were 61 all out, with excellent bowling from Alistair Cameron (3 for 6) 
and lan Pennington (2 for 6). 

On Sunday at the Burnett Park it was the first round of the 
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Johnston Rose Bowl. Banchory batted first and scored 142 all out with Matthew 


“County “ MacPherson (47 - 9 fours and 1 six) batting at number 9 the star | 


performer. Bowling for Inverurie were Barry Roebuck (5 for 71) and Alex. 
Houlgate (3 for 66). At the end of the allotted overs the Inverurie score was 115 
for7. 


Banchory, earlier in the season at the Duthie Park, had an easy 8-wicket | 
victory over Westburn in a low scoring game. In the return game at the Burnett | 


Park it was it was more of a contest with Banchory winning this time by 7 wickets. 
Westburn batted first and were all out for 133 with ex Stonehaven player Bill 
Barclay (67) back playing after he had broken his leg. At one point in the game 
Westburn were 121 for 3 and heading for a big score but Alistair Cameron with 3 
wickets in one over changed the pattern of the game. He finished up with bowling 
figures of 7 for 32 in 22 overs. The Banchory reply got off to a disastrous start (10 


for 2) but a record-breaking 3rd wicket partnership of 105 runs in 23 overs | 


between Mike Ollis (33) and Bob Murray (50 not out) gave Banchory victory. 

The following day at Sheddocksley in the first round of the Johnston 
Rose Bowl Cup Banchory progressed by defeating Gordonians in a close and 
exciting game. Banchory were in trouble at 17 for 2 but once again it was the 
pairing of Mike Ollis (33) and Bob Murray (23) who came to the rescue. They 
were involved in a 57 run 3rd wicket partnership to give some respectability to the 
Banchory score of 113 all out. lan Brown (5 for 47) bowled with all his guile and 
experience for Gordonians. The home side finished just ten runs short of the 
Banchory score but could not cope with the hostile bowling of Steve Rawson (8 
for 64). 

The next game, against Dyce at Duthie Park, will always remembered as 
Kevin Mavor's match. The tall Dyce all-rounder had bowling figures of 7 for 62 in 
the Banchory totai of 160 in 43 overs. Banchory recovered from a disastrous start 
of 16 for 3 thanks to a good innings from Bob Murray (60). Bob was given solid 
support from Mike Smith (29) and, batting at number nine, Colin Williamson (20) 
had his highest score for the club. The Banchory score of 160 at the Duthie Park 
was perhaps 20 to 30 runs short. The Dyce reply was an explosive affair with 47 
runs on the board with only six overs bowled and one wicket lost. This set the 
pattern for the next 16 overs. The depleted Banchory bowling attack had no 
answer to the big hitting from Kevin Mavor and were thrashed to all parts of the 
ground. Kevin scored 90 runs (8 sixes and 7 fours) during his 22 over occupation 
of the crease before he was trapped LBW with the score on 155 for 5. Dyce 
scored the required runs for victory and Banchory left the ground feeling they had 
been defeateAt the Burnett Park Banchory went in to the final game of the 
season knowing that there was an outside chance of winning the league. They 
had to beat Balmoral and were looking for Westburn to beat Cults, d in a one - 
man show - 

However, Banchory did gain some revenge in the return league by 
beating the same side by 7 wickets in a low-scoring game, Banchory scoring 
the required 69 runs in only 10 overs. 

Rising star Matthew MacPherson shone in a late season re-match 
versus St. Ronald. St. Ronald, now with their regular second team, crashed to a 
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humiliating 17 all out with Matthew taking 5 for 5 and Alistair Cameron 5 for 10. 
Banchory passed the required total for the loss of two wickets. 

At the Burnett Park Banchory went in to the final game of the season 
knowing that there was an outside chance of winning the league. They had to 
beat Balmoral and were looking for Westburn to beat Cults, the league leaders. 
The visitors batted first and were all out 140 with Mike Clark (78) their top scorer. 
The Banchory bowling attack performed well and Alistair Cameron, Bernard 
Kenworthy and Matthew MacPherson each claimed three wickets. The home 
side passed the required runs for victory with the loss of seven wickets the 
highlight of the Banchory innings being a flamboyant 62 not out from Matthew 
MacPherson, ably supported by Chris Buston (20) and Bob Murray (19). Despite 
this forceful win, Cults scraped home by one wicket at the Allan Park and 
Banchory had to be content with second place - again an improvement on the 
previous season. Alistair Cameron once again won the Reserve Grade bowling 
award taking an impressive fifty wickets in all. 


Season 1990 started badly with a defeat from Ellon but a much improved 
performance did come in the next game, a home win over Lads Club. In the score 
of 142 for 6 Mike Ollis (47), Terry Pennington (34) and Bob Murray (25 not out) 
were the players who set up the win. Lads Club replied with 134 all out with good 
bowling from Matthew MacPherson (6 for 31). In the return game the only 
outstanding event in an unexciting draw was the bowling of Robert Ollis (6 for 57). 
‘Boy’ Ollis, son of Mike, was another rising star that could swing the ball a mile. 
But he was someone who suffered from demons whenever he stepped on grass, 
as we will see. 

The highlights of a fairly indifferent season included a top knock of 71 by 
Mike Ollis in a drawn match against Westburn at dear old Sheddocksley. For 
Westburn M. Honey's 4 for 38 included a hattrick. Bob Murray is unlikely to forget 
this game as Bernard Kenworthy ran him out without even facing a ball - probably 
the worst of all possible ways to be out! 

For the third game running Banchory could only field a team consisting of 
nine players for the away game with Balmoral. This match will be remembered for 
a number of things. The make-up of the team included three father and son 
combinations (the Ollis, Giles and Murray families.) Two undefeated centuries 
figured in the opposition's total of 271 for 7, the highest ever score against the 
seconds. Banchory reply was 172 for 6. The batting heroes in this rearguard 
action were Mike Ollis (79), young Daniel Eaton (47 not out) and Bob Murray (25) 
who all displayed great tenacity. But special mention must go to an even younger 
William Giles for his defiant innings surviving a number of overs and being not out 
atthe end. 

In the return game later on in the season at the Burnett Park an excellent 
all round performance from Bernard Kenworthy gave the home side a convincing 
victory. Banchory, batting first, were 175 for 5 with Bernard (38) and Bob Murray 
(37 not out) the main contributors. The visitors were bowled out for 118 with 
Bernard Kenworthy (6 for 23) outstanding. 

Terry Pennington’s 60 not out against Gordonians ensured that his side 
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progressed into the next round of the Johnstone Rose Bowl but the semifinal 
against Stoneywood at the People's Park was a big disappointment. 

The Stoneywood total of 94 (with tight bowling from Matthew 
MacPherson (4 for 19), Alistair Cameron (3 for 8) and Michael Thomson (2 for 8) 
was a total that should have easily have been passed. A bad batting display, with 
the exception of Bob Murray (22) and Michael Thomson (19) and 19 extras, saw 
Banchory all out for a pathetic 76. The fast bowling of John Bayman (6 for 20) 
caused all sorts of bother to the visiting batsman. 

The following week at the Burnett Park Banchory gained revenge for a 
defeat earlier in the season from Inverurie. The visitors batted first and were 142 
all out with good knocks from Kenny Gibb (40) and John Ogston (35). The 
Banchory reply was a family affair with a masterly display from Mike Ollis (92) 
with son Robert playing the junior role in an opening partnership of 114.A 
fascinating end of season return match with St Ronald had many talking points. 
Batting first, Banchory scored 105 with a gritty innings from C Wilson (33) - this 
was a player who was holidaying in Banchory, who briefly played for the Club in 
the past but had emigrated to New Zealand. Arthur Newton's steady 5 for 32 was 
the pick of the bowling. At 57 for 1 the visitors were coasting to victory until Robert 
Ollis produced one of the best bowling displays ever seen at the Burnett Park. 
The visitors lost the remaining 9 wickets for the addition of only 31 runs. Robert 
‘Boy’ Ollis returned bowling figures of 8 for 12 in 8 overs that included a hattrick. 
What a memorable way to end what was a pretty disappointing season with the 
team finishing fourth. 

For season 1991 Terry Pennington and Colin Chapman were appointed 
captain and vice-captain respectively and this awesome duo started the season 
by winning the first game at the Stewart Park against Westburn. As one 
anticipated the wicket was very soft and also it had not been cut. Banchory, 
batting first, made 114 runs with debutant Paul Kirkman scoring what turned out 
to be his highest ever score for the Club (33). In reply Westburn had no answer to 
the pace of Dave Steele (6 for 24) or the spin of Daniel Eaton (4 for 34) and were 
all out for 59 runs. 

The following week at the Burnett Park, despite good knocks from 
Bernard Kenworthy (50) and Mike Potter (36), St. Ronald won by 6 wickets with 
an undefeated half century from Denis Emslie. In the next game Banchory’s 
backbone showed strongly in a draw against a particularly strong Stoneywood 
side. The home side amassed a total of 245 for 4 in 36 overs with David Lamb 
(72), Steve Reid (61) and Mike Bruce (56) all in excellent form. Banchory, with 54 
overs to win this game, or more realistically draw, stuck to the task and came 
away with a credible draw. The Banchory final score was a respectable 176 for 7 
with Dave Steele (43) the top scorer. 

However, a distinct lack of backbone was shown in the Johnston Rose 
Bowl when the Deesiders suffered an embarrassing defeat from Reserve Grade 
2 side Dunecht. Chasing a modest 59 runs, we were all out for 38 with Dunecht's 
Russell Milne in fine form with 6 for 21. 

Skipper for the day Tony Giles could not stop the losing habit in the next 
game at Woodside against St. Ronald. The home team batted first and were 102 
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all out with Michael Thomson returning his best ever bowling figures for 
Banchory (6 for 43). Banchory were all out for 89 with only a rapid innings from 
Jonathan Russell (28) worthy of note. 

A depleted bowling attack and Dave Steele stranded offshore were 
responsible for the 8-wicket defeat from Westburn that followed. Chris Buston 
(78) played extremely well in the Banchory total of 146 all out... 
but a string of six defeats was becoming worrying. It finally took a captain's 
innings by Terry Pennington to break the sequence. At home to Ellon Banchory 
batted first and scored 130 all out. Terry (50), leading from the front, laid the 
foundations for this excellent win. Ellon were all out for 86 runs with lan 
Pennington, no doubt inspired by his dad, (4 for 23) and Dave Steele (3 for 21) 
the best of the Banchory bowlers. 

| must break the flow here by saying a word about Mr Pennington: 
cricket needs characters and Terry is certainly that. His sayings will go down in 
Banchory folklore: “It swung like a banana’, “Ooh | felt good out there” 
(usually pronounced after getting out cheaply), “If I'd hit that it would have gone 
for twelve” and the inevitable comment while fielding in the slips...”’Just a touch 
of flatulence” are imprinted on everyone's mind. Occasionally, though, he 
would trip over his own catch phrases: once he was heard to remark that a 
certain ball “swung like a bee”! 

Meanwhile back to the action. The side's win against Ellon proved a 
false dawn because the following week Alex Houlgate, probably the only 
seventy year old playing in the grades, and certainly the only one to wear a 
neckerchief, dashed any hopes of a revival in the 7-wicket defeat from Inverurie 
by taking 4 for 10. 

The penultimate game of the season was a long and fruitless journey to 
Ellon with Alistair Cameron (5 for 51), Bernard Kenworthy (3 for 19) and Keith 
Johnson (2 for 2) being let down by a terrible batting display. 

The long season came to an end at the Allan Park for the final league 
game of the season. Cults batted first and closed on 147 for 9 with openers 
Ramsay Mowat (57) and Joe Turnbull (29), who was later to play for Banchory, 
involved in a 77 run partnership. Alistair Cameron's 6 for 64 in 23 overs was the 
best of a limited bowling attack. Banchory’s reply finished on 148 for 8 with two 
overs to spare. It was a gritty performance by all the batsmen but special 
mention must go to Colin Chapman (38) who had had a very unproductive 
season, and Keith Johnson (32). 

Banchory ended the season in a lowly 7th position. 


The same pairing of Terry Pennington as captain and Colin Chapman as 
vice-captain continued for season 1992 but would they halt their side's recent 
slide? League restructuring meant that Reserve Grades 1 and 2 were replaced 
by the new Grades 4 and 5 thus allowing a club's second or third team to move 
through the new league set up. By finishing second bottom in Reserve Grade 1 


ler 


in the previous season Banchory seconds were now competing in Grade 5. The 
matches were of 70 overs' duration with the side batting first having a maximum 
of 37 overs. 

Draws against Mannofield and Kintore were followed by a first win of the 
season in the home game with a three-wicket win over Ellon. Banchory then 
advanced into the next round of the cup in an exciting game with Kintore at the 
Burnett Park. The visitors batted first and scored 139 with G. Lobley impressing 
with 75 not out. Banchory scored the required runs with one over to spare, Colin 
Chapman (69not out) and Terry Pennington (37) the batting heroes. 

Then it was back to league business at the Burnett Park and a 
comprehensive victory over Gordonians. The Aberdeen side folded like a pack of 
cards and were all out for 28.The bowlers who inflicted the damage were lan 
Pennington (7 for 8) and Alistair Cameron (3 for 17). The Deeside Piper described 
lan's performance memorably: “ lan sung (sic) the ball skilfully.” Banchory 
passed the required total for the loss of only two wickets. 

This game finished mid-afternoon and, because it was a warm sunny 
day, it was decided that a 20 overs each friendly game be played. Banchory 
reselected their side and included some of the home players' wives. For the 
record Gordonians won this game and a certain Bob Murray (4 for 22) reminded | 
the selectors that he could still take wickets! 

There is asad rider to lan's achievement though: at the end of the season 
the Grades Management Committee decided that as Gordonians had not played 
enough games (a number were scratched) all their league games were — 
considered null and void! As a consequence lan's performance is deleted from — 
the record books. 

Aggressive hitting by Mike Ollis (62) against Grammar FP’s, with 
supporting roles from Bob Murray (27) and Steve Jones (23), enabled the 
Banchory skipper to declare their innings after 34 overs with the score 189 for 6. 
The Grammar reply was a paltry affair (66 all out) with the spin of Alistair Cameron 
claiming 7 for 31. 

The following week saw another seven-wicket haul for Alistair in the away 
victory at Newtonhill and an easy 8 wicket win over Dunecht saw Banchory go to 
the top of Grade 5. This match set some kind of record for Cameron - his 7 for 47 
was his third successive seven wicket haul. 

Grammar selected a stronger side in the semifinal of the cup played at 
Rubislaw but this match was remembered for all the wrong reasons. The home 
side batted first and were 195 for 8 with lan Hopkin and Mike Hart both scoring 47 
runs. The Banchory innings fell 65 runs short of the required total with Chris 
Buston (61not out), playing his first game of the season, the only batsman who 
performed well. But maybe concentration wasn't at its best because on the way to 
this match Tony Giles was involved in a car accident when his car skidded on oil 
spilled on the road by a tanker lorry on the South Deeside Road. Fortunately Tony 
and his passengers were all right and all were fit to play. 

A boring draw with Mannofield was followed by a fine win at Ellon, the 
home side unable to cope with the speed of lan Pennington (6 for 22) and the spin 
of Alistair Cameron (4 for 14). As a consequence they were all out for 36. 
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Banchory passed the low score for the loss of two wickets. 

The next match was at the Burnett Park against Kintore, who were still in 
contention for winning the league. The visitors, batting first, were all out in 38 
overs for 118 with Ken Morrison (37) and Colin Laird (26) top scorers. The 
Banchory reply was a real team effort with good contributions from all batsmen, 
but at 68 for 5 the game could have gone either way. However, a winning 
undefeated sixth wicket partnership of 51 by lan Pennington (27 not out) and 
David Steele (26 not out) gave Banchory victory with two overs to spare. 

An easy win against Dunecht was immediately. followed by a draw with 
Grammar and Banchory knew that the championship depended on their final 
match versus a weak Newtonhill side. It was a very soft and wet Burnett Park 
wicket and it was no surprise that when Terry lost the toss Banchory would be 
batting first. Banchory scored 111 in 31 overs with a very patient and important 
innings from Bob Murray (25) together with great support from lan Pennington 
(21) that gave the home side a respectable score on a wicket not conducive to 
stroke play. Newtonhill could not cope with the Banchory bowling attack and were 
all out for 25 runs in 20 overs. Once again it was the bowling attack of Alistair 
Cameron (7 for 10) and lan Pennington (2 for 14) which gave Banchory victory. 

Banchory had pipped Mannofield by two points to become Grade 5 
champions. And to cap a fantastic season Alistair Cameron won the grade 5 
bowling award with 51 wickets in all. Not to be outdone, a young lan Pennington 
finished in 3rd place with 25 wickets for the season. In the wicket-keeping award 
Alex Moore was joint winner and Tony Giles joint runner-up. 

It is a custom at Banchory that if a player scores a half century, a century 
or takes 5 or more wickets or any other outstanding feat during a game he is 
required to buy the drinks. As Alistair had not done this during the entire season, 
he decided that he would meet his debts after this last game. According to Alistair 
his billwas in excess of £60! 


Developments were afoot for the 1993 season. Banchory were to be 
known as Banchory Scott Skinners and Mike Ollis took over the captaincy with 
Terry Pennington as his vice-captain. 

The first game of the season saw Mike in a belligerent mood against 
Cults scoring 72 in a six-wicket win at the Allan Park. 

The following week Mannofield came to Banchory and recorded a big 
score of 173 for 6 in 44 overs with C. Burnett (44), A. Watkinson (36) and R. Field 
(31) their top scorers. Any hope of a victory for the home side diminished when 
Mike Potter and Terry Pennington were dismissed in the space of three balls with 
the Banchory score 7 for 2 after 8 overs. When Mike Banks (12) departed with the 
score on 46 for 3 the visitors sensed an easy victory. This was reinforced when 
the home side lost 3 more wickets for the addition of 8 runs with the score now 56 
for 6 after 26 overs. When Robert Ollis joined Bob Murray this pair batted with 
great determination for the remaining 20 overs frustrating the Mannofield 
bowling attack. At the close Banchory were 102 for 6 with Robert Ollis (2 not out) 
and Bob Murray (66 not out) the latter carrying his bat for the entire innings. This 
worthy draw was then followed by two resounding defeats. 
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On the Sunday at Boddam M. Harrop was the top man in RAF Buchan’s 
74 run win. He scored 67 out of a total of 125 runs then proceeded to take 6 for 23 
in the Banchory total of 51. Robert Ollis’s 6 for 30 was the only pleasing aspect of 
a bad weekend. 

But the gloom of the previous weekend was lifted slightly with a drawn 
game at Woodside against St Ronald. The home team batted first and were 146 
all out with Jim Stephen 84 not out. For Banchory Steven Monk (5 for 25) returned 
his best ever bowling figures for the Club. Banchory scored 100 for 8 with Dave 
Steele (31) and Jim Reid (16 not out) securing a fighting draw. 

Andrew Johnstone, a prominent player for Banchory in the mid 
seventies to the early eighties, made a brief return to cricket. He played in the 
drawn game with Mannofield at the Duthie Park. Andrew showed that he had 
lost none of his cricketing skills having a fine all round performance scoring 35 
runs with the bat and 3 for 51 with the ball. 

Adefeat by Stoneywood-Dyce was followed by the long trip to Huntly but 
it proved a worthwhile trek. Huntly, all out for 105, could not cope with the swing of 
Jim Reid (6 for 43). Banchory passed this total for the loss of 4 wickets. A steady 
opening partnership of 40 runs by Bob Murray (13) and Mike Potter (48 not out) 
set Banchory on the winning trail. This win eased any increasing relegation — 
worries. 

Two drawn games then followed this important win, against St Ronald 
and Cults. The final game, at home against RAF Buchan, was only the third win of 
the season. The visitors batted first and were all out for 80 with P. Bell (S3not out) 
carrying his bat for the entire RAF innings. Banchory were in some trouble at 22 
for 3 but responsible batting from Bob Murray (33 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (27 
not out) gave the home side a deserved and important victory by 7 wickets. 

Banchory finished the season 7th in Grade 4. 

The Club were saddened to hear of the sudden death of Bernard 
Kenworthy who died on 30" March 1994. Bernard joined the Club in 1981 and 
was a medium fast bowler who played most of his cricket for the seconds. For the 
seconds he had taken 175 wickets with 6 for 17 his best bowling figures. His 
bowling average of 5.82 for the season in 1983 is still a record. A whole-hearted 
player, Bernard was also a useful bat having scored 861 runs with a top score of 
50. The jovial Bernard was very good company and never short of a tale to tell the 
ever interested listeners, especially in the pub after a match. Bernard was a 
botany lecturer at Aberdeen University. His interests included marriage guidance 
counselling, serving on the children's panel and being instrumental in setting up 
the Aberdeen's handson science centre Satrosphere. He relaxed by writing 
poetry and it was appropriate that the poem “Remember” by Christina Rossetti 
was on the praise sheet at Bernard's funeral service. 


The first game of season 1994 was away to Ellon where newcomers 
Chris Pilbeam and Callum Wilson were making their debut. As a mark of respect 
for Bernard, the Ellon captain requested that a one-minute silence be observed 
prior to the start of the match. The visitors batted first and were all out for 128 with 
good inning from both Pilbeam (62) and Wilson (30). The home side were all out 
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for 111 runs with Wilson (4 for 20) and Pilbeam (3 for 36) also excelling with the 
ball. The following week at the Burnett Park Mannofield were the visitors and 
Banchory recorded a second win. The home side batted first and were reduced to 
15 for 4 but a good middle order recovery by Tony Giles (28), Mike Potter (25) and 
Steve Monk (18) gave the score of 118 for 9 in 44 overs respectability. Mannofield 
were all out for 99 with good bowling from Robert Ollis (6 for 54) and Chris 
Ramsey (3 for 25). Chris was attending Banchory Academy on a school 
exchange visit from New Zealand. 

Adefeat on Boddam's newly laid artificial wicket was followed by a boring 
draw against Grammar, the only feature being Matthew MacPherson's sparkling 
82. 

In the first round of the Duncan Cup at the Burnett Park the home side 
thrashed Ellon by 155 runs. Banchory batted first and scored 210 for 6 with good 
knocks from Steve Jones (57), Bob Murray (52 not out), Matthew MacPherson 
(43) and Jim Reid (24). Ellon, all out for 55, could not cope with the bowling of Rob 
Ollis (5 for 15) and Daniel Eaton (4 for 9). Jim Reid kept wicket for this game and 
had two stumpings and two catches. 

Aheavy defeat by Crescent was followed by a tenacious draw against St 
Ronald, Callum Wilson returning to form after a barren spell with figures of 6 for 
65. 

An improved performance the following week at the Burnett Park gave 
the home side an excellent win over Cults. Banchory batted first and declared at 
191 for 5. Arecord third wicket partnership of 113 by Steve Rawson (69) and Jim 
Reid (64) laid the victory foundations and lan Pennington (34) was also amongst 
the runs. Cults were all out for 145 with 3 wickets each for Daniel Eaton, Callum 
Wilson and DaveAstle. 

The next week was the cup semi - final against St. Ronald played at 
Sheddocksley. The wicket was a total disgrace. Fortunately Banchory won the 
toss and, needless to say, invited St Ronald to bat first and they scored 97 all out. 
All the Banchory bowlers made good use of the wicket with Callum Wilson (4 for 
30), lan Pennington (3 for 44) and Robert Ollis (2 for 7) the most successful. 
Banchory passed the required total with one over to spare with a gritty innings 
from Daniel Eaton (27). 

Banchory completed the double when they beat Ellon by 118 runs at home 
in the return game. Banchory scored 198 for 6 with Mike Ollis (40), Steve Jones 
(36), Daniel Eaton (36) and Chris Ramsey (31not out) the main scorers. The 
Ellon reply was a poor 80 all out. Good bowling from Rob Ollis (5 for 34) and three 
excellent catches behind the stumps from Tony Giles secured victory for 
Banchory. One interesting feature of this game was an unusual run out. Bob 
Murray (17), batting well, pulled a muscle in the leg and called for a runner. While 
at the non-striking end Bob unwittingly strayed out of his crease although his 
runner was in. The wicket keeper knocked off the bails and appealed. Verdict? 
Out! 

The next two games saw two Banchory batsmen getting out in the 
agonising nineties. In the match with Mannofield an excellent innings from Steve 
Jones (97) figured in the Banchory score of 195 for 6. Steve was involved ina 101 
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run 2nd wicket partnership with Mike Ollis (40). Ten men Mannofield were bowled 
out for 148 with a good innings from Alan Inglis (62 not out). The following week at 
the Burnett Park it was the turn of Jim Reid (93) who batted extremely well in the 
drawn game with RAF Buchan. Sweet revenge against Crescent followed 
immediately. Crescent batted first and, after a generous declaration after 44 
overs, scored 146 for 4 with Mike Shearer (66 not out) again showing that he can 
be a prolific scorer. Banchory passed the required total with 3 overs to spare with 
a particularly responsible innings from Mike Ollis (58 not out) and Bob Murray 
(29). 

Ahammering by promotion candidates St. Ronald (for whom Mike Philip 
took 7 for 39) was hardly the ideal preparation for a forthcoming cup 
final - this was the Duncan Cup Final against RAF Buchan. The RAF side 
sportingly agreed for the game to be played at the Burnett Park rather than a 
neutral ground. Banchory batted first and were in serious trouble when the score 
was 27 for 6. Opening bat and skipper Mike Ollis, was still at the crease and he 
witnessed first hand this debacle. Robert Ollis joined his father at the wicket and 
this pair grafted to take the score to 54 for 7 when Boy's important stay at the 
wicket came to an end. What happened next was a remarkable batting recovery 
with Mike Ollis at the helm and ably supported by the lower order batsman. Firstly 
a 48 run 8th wicket partnership took place with lan Pennington (25), then a 34 run 
9th wicket partnership with Callum Wilson. At this point, with the score 136 for 9, 
the priceless innings of Mike Ollis (69) came to an end. The final pair of Callum 
Wilson (16) and Dave Astle (15 not out) added a useful 17 runs to make the score 
at the close of the innings 153 all out. The best of the RAF bowlers were 
Thompson (5 for 33) and D. Edwards (3 for 20). 

The RAF reply was similar to the home side in that they lost early wickets. 
But this time there was to be no recovery by the middle and lower order batsman. 
The visitors could not cope with the pace of Matthew MacPherson (5 for 18) with 
good support from Robert Ollis (2 for 7), Callum Wilson (2 for 8) and lan 
Pennington (1 for 18) and were 59 all out. The Grades Association deservedly 
awarded Mike Ollis the man of the match for his batting display but Matthew 
MacPherson must have been very close to the award for his excellent bowling. 

As well as securing the cup the second team capped a successful 
season by finishing third in the league. 


The Stag Hotel became the Club's sponsor in 1995, whilst Mike Ollis 
continued as captain with Bob Murray as vice-captain. 

The first game of the season was at Kaimhill (remember this lovely spot 
behind Asda at the Bridge of Dee?) against Crescent and it was hardly more 
exciting. The home side batted first and scored 194 for 6 with R. Buchanan (84 
not out) and Mike Shearer (79) the outstanding batsmen. Banchory (195 for 5) 
won this game with one over to spare. A fine innings from Mike Ollis (82) was 
given good support from Chris Buston (29), lan Pennington (28) and Steve Jones 
(20). 

The following week the opposition were RAF Buchan and this is one 
game that Ken Campbell will never forget. Batting first, Banchory scored 151 for 
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3 with a maiden century from Ken Campbell (103 not out) including fourteen 
fours. Ken batted extremely well and had good support from Bob Murray (19 not 
out) and Chris Buston (16). Chris had the misfortune to duck under a full toss and 
was bowled. The RAF side got off to a flying start (45 for 0) then crashed to 86 all 
out. lan Pennington (7 for 23) and Callum Wilson (3 for 56) were the bowlers 
inflicting the damage. 

Banchory then made it three wins in succession when they had a 

comprehensive five wickets win at Ellon. Unfortunately the winning run came to 
an abrupt end at the Allan Park. Cults batted first and were 163 all out with a fine 
innings from J. Fuller (76). Banchory replied with 120 all out, but only Ken 
Campbell (43) batted with any application. 
After a two week break because of bad weather Queen's Cross were the visitors 
to the Burnett Park. It turned out to be a bad tempered game. The visitors lost the 
toss and batted first on a very soft wicket and were all out for 85. On a wicket 
favouring the bowlers Rob Ollis (4 for 30), Matthew MacPherson (3 for 27) and 
lan Pennington (2 for 24) all bowled well. The Banchory innings was played in 
constant drizzle and scoring was difficult. When the score was 77 for 5 and 
Banchory were in sight of victory the Queen's Cross captain, lan Jamieson, came 
on to bowl and slipped while running up to the wicket. A discussion took place 
between the captains as to whether the game should continue or not. As the 
captains' views differed the status quo prevailed. Banchory scored the required 9 
runs and won by 5 wickets. According to the Press and Journal this was the only 
game in the grades to survive the weather! 

Awin against Mannofield rocketed the Deesiders to the top of the league 
and their place was cemented further by a good win versus Inverurie at a wet 
Stewart Park. Despite a Duncan Cup defeat by Cults league success was 
resumed against Crescent. Banchory batted first and were all out for 167 witha 
steady innings from Ken Campbell (77) who was involved in a record last wicket 
partnership of 28 with Lionel Andrews. The Crescent reply was going well at 55 
for 3 then enter lan Pennington who had not taken a wicket in 59 balls and had 
conceded 29 runs. In the space of 17 balls he had 6 wickets for one run! A 
tremendous feat that gave Banchory a comfortable win. 

The second's fixture against Mannofield scheduled while the Club were 
touring in Cornwall could not be rearranged and the composition of the team was 
made up of the players who did not go on tour. Ken Campbell was stand-in 
skipper and the team on paper was strong with several first team players. 
Mannofield batted first and scored 164 for 7. For Banchory Russell Bain (5 for 14) 
had his best bowling figures for the Club. Banchory were all out for 118 with John 
Millar (37) and Dave Astle (20) the only batsmen to perform. 

The first game after the Cornwall tour was at home against Ellon. On a 
lively wicket Ellon declared at 154 for 7 with 3 wickets each for lan Pennington, 
Rob Ollis and Malcolm Elder. Banchory passed the required total for the loss of 4 
wickets with Ken Campbell (63 not out) playing the anchor role and good support 
was provided by Malcolm Elder (28 not out) and Fraser Bain (20). 

Honours were even in a drawn game with Cults at the Burnett Park but if 
Banchory were to remain championship contenders it was essential that they win 
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the game at the Duthie Park with Queen's Cross. The home team batted first and 
scored 119 with Athol Garden hitting 31. lan Pennington (5 for 61) and Callum 
Wilson (3 for 9) were the best of the Banchory bowlers. It was a steady reply from 
Banchory with Joe Turnbull (33) playing the anchor role and getting good support 
from Russell Bain (34) and Chris Buston (16). The winning run came courtesy of 
a5! Itwas a nervous Banchory that won this game by two wickets. 

The game against RAF Buchan was the penultimate league game of the 
season and to be Grade 4 champions 11 points were required from the last two 
games. Banchory needn't have worried as they breezed past their opponents by 
eight wickets. Pick of the visitors batting was man of the match Malcolm Elder(83 
not out including 14 fours) who gave one of the best ever batting displays by a 
Banchory player, hitting the ball to all parts of the ground. Celebrations followed as 
Banchory were uncrowned champions of Grade 4 

At the Burnett Park Inverurie were the visitors in the final league game of 
the season but there was nothing at stake as Banchory had already won the 
league. Mike Ollis's unusually subdued 72 was the best performance in a 
convincing win. Ken Campbell capped a fine season for this successful side by 
winning the Grade's batting award and lan Pennington the Grade's bowling 
award. 

Season 1996 saw the seconds in Grade 3 for the first time and the Burnett 
Park saw the installation of an artificial wicket. 

The first game in their new league was at Kaimhill against Anchorians. 
The home side batted first and were all out for 89 with excellent bowling from lan 
Pennington (6 for 48). The Banchory innings started badly, losing the first two 
wickets with only 10 runs on the board. However, a 50 run partnership between | 
Ken Campbell (19) and Bob Murray (33) retrieved the situation. Both batsmen 
were out with the score on 61 but Lionel Andrews (14) and lan Pennington (9 not 
out) gave Banchory their first well-earned win in Grade 3. 

The next game with Grammar gave a fair indication how hard life was 
going to be in this grade. Grammar batted first and scored 153 for 6 with Rob Fryer | 
impressing with 72 not out. Banchory found scoring very difficult, and were all out 
for 71 with Ken Campbell (31) the only batsman of note. 

The long journey to Boddam, the place where the sun does not shine, was 
an eye-opener for some of the Banchory players who had never played there. 
They kept asking for the whereabouts of the square! The home side were all out 
for 75 with Rob Ollis taking 5 for 32. Unfortunately the Banchory batsmen could 
not follow the good work of the bowlers and were all out for 39 with G. Stephen and 
B. Park sharing the wickets. Along journey home! 

Batting again proved vulnerable the following week when Huntly were the 
visitors and were all out for 90 with Jim Reid (5 for 29) bowling very well. But 
Banchory could only muster 68 all out, with only extras (18) and Bob Murray (10) 
in double figures. 

After three successive league defeats it was a welcome change to play in 
a cup match. This was at home against Boddam in the first round of the Reid Cup. | 
Boddam were all out for 40 with excellent bowling from lan Pennington (6 for 22) | 
and Robert Ollis (3 for 7). The Banchory reply was 44 for 3 with James Mortley | 
(23) the top scorer. This was an unexpected win bearing in mind the | 
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result of the earlier game. 

It was then back to the league and an away fixture with Kemnay. The 
home side batted first and declared on 165 for 9: at one stage they were at 96 for 7 
but a number of lusty blows from Bill Slee (57 not out) batting at number ten 
completely changed the complexion of the game. The Banchory reply was a pitiful 
affair: they crawled to 57 for 7 in 44 overs and the result a draw. Callum Wilson (4 
not out in 28 overs) and Robert Ollis (0 not out in 10 overs) were the batsman 
responsible for the negative tactics which, needless to say, did not go down too 
well with the opposition. 

A long fruitless journey to Fraserburgh was followed by the Reid Cup 
semi-final with Anchorians at the Burnett Park. Could Banchory reach another 
final? Banchory batted first and were all out 109 with Lionel Andrews (32), now in 
the role as an opening bat, the main scorer. Anchorians easily passed the 
required score for the loss of 6 wickets with Alan Forbes scoring an impressive 
half-century. The Deesiders had the chance of immediate revenge the following 
week in the league, but again they disappointed. On a lively batting track 
Banchory were skittled out for 29, one of the second's lowest ever scores. D 
Howie (7 for 15) caused all sorts of trouble to the Banchory batsmen. Anchorians 
passed this score for the loss of only three wickets. 

Successive humiliating defeats by Kemnay, Grammar, Huntly and 
Stoneywood-Dyce meant relegation was staring us in the face. Banchory then 
had a home match with Fraserburgh. Banchory batted first and were all out for 
132 with good knocks from Tim Wilkinson (41) and Rick Graves (32). 
Fraserburgh never made any effort to win this game and held out easily for the 
draw. For Fraserburgh Mike Watson scored only 8 runs in 39 overs. One wonders 
what school of negative batting he went to! 

The next game at the Burnett Park was proved a real nail-biter against 
Stoneywood-Dyce. The home side scored 63 with Fraser Bain (21) and Joe 
Turnbull (15) the only players in double figures. The visitors struggled against the 
excellent bowling of Rob Ollis (5 for 21) and Callum Wilson (3 for 15) and were all 
out for 62 runs. This was Banchory’s second league win of the season but other 
results were conspiring against them. 

The last game of the season was at home against Boddam and resulted 
in a win for the home side. Banchory batted first and scored 144 for 9 with patient 
batting from Joe Turnbull (49) and Ken Campbell (27). This pair were involved ina 
64 run partnership. The Boddam batsmen had no answer to the bowling exploits 
of Robert Ollis (8 for 21) and were bowled out for 69 runs. This now brought 
Robert's bowling victims to 50 for the season. 

Despite these end of season heroics Banchory were unable to stave off 
relegation in their first season in Grade 3. 


1997 saw Ken Campbell take over the unenviable reins of captaincy with 
Robert Ollis as second in command. Could this new duo ensure a rapid return to 
Grade 3? 
The first game of the season was a good omen with an easy eight wicket 
home win against RAF Buchan. The visitors batted first and were all out for 82 
runs. The Banchory bowlers Robert Ollis (6 for 30) and Callum Wilson (4 for 35) 
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were in excellent form. Ken Campbell (53 not out) and Bob Murray (20 not out) 
batted cautiously to give the home side a comfortable win. 

The next game against Portcullis was a memorable one for promising 
and elegant Alex Moore who scored an undefeated century. Banchory batted first 
and scored 174 for 3 with star man Alex 104 not out (11 fours and 2 sixes). The 
Portcullis reply was a modest one of 70 all out in 34 overs. Effective bowling from 
John Millar (6 for 14), and two wickets each for budding quickie Craig Mason and 
Callum Wilson gave the home side an impressive victory. 

This winning run continued at the Allan Park with a comprehensive 
nine wicket trouncing of their old rivals Cults, but Ellon put a spoke in their 
wheel in their next encounter. Banchory batted first and scored 141 for 5 with 
Alex Moore (61) and Mike Ollis (55) building an excellent 91 run partnership. 
Ellon, with 47 overs to score the necessary runs, never looked as if they 
wanted to win and were quite happy to play for the draw and at the close were 
92 fors8. 

A quick exit in the Duncan Cup and it was back to the league and a visit 
from Inverurie. The visitors batted first and were all out for 84 with a fine 
bowling display from Robert Ollis (6 for 18 in 23 overs). Banchory found 
scoring difficult and the patient innings from Bob Murray (22) came to an end 
with the score on 80 for 9 with 5 runs required from 4 overs. The home side 
looked to be heading for victory with the scores level and 2 overs to score the 
winning run. The last pair at the crease, Robert Ollis and Craig Mason, were 
more than capable of scoring the winning run but Craig called for a suicidal 
run and the result was arare tie. 

The next game was a draw with Queen's Cross at the Duthie Park. | 
Banchory batted first and were soon in trouble at 22 for 3 after 8 overs with | 
Campbell, Ollis and Jones, all back in the pavilion. However, a good 67 run | 
recovery by Bob Murray and Richard Hopkins (23) ended when the latter was | 
out LBW. Owen Moore (21) and Rob Ollis (14 not out) gave Bob good | 
support. When the innings was declared with the score 161 for 5 in 44 overs | 
Bob was 66 not out. Queen's Cross scored 143 for 8 in 46 overs. Although | 
Banchory got the better of the draw, the win was there for the taking but for a | 
number of dropped catches. 

An easy win against Portcullis was followed by a visit to Inverurie, a) 
side who, despite fielding two under-16 Indian tourists, were all out for 93. | 
Boy Ollis (5 for 38) and Craig Mason (3 for 15) did the damage. 
Notwithstanding a few jitters, Inverurie ran home by five wickets. | 

At the Burnett Park a dramatic collapse from Queen's Cross helped | 
the home side to a comprehensive victory. From being 45 for 3 the remaining | 
players weren't to add a single run! The main bowler responsible for this | 
debacle was Robert Ollis (6 for 19 in 17 overs) including three wickets in one | 
over (not a hat trick). Craig Mason also took 3 for 11. Banchory had no} 
difficulty in scoring the required runs with William Giles (25 not out) top scorer 
in the 8-wicket victory. 

Bowlers were again to the fore when Banchory visited Ellon, or to be 
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more precise one bowler was to the fore. The eight-man Ellon side batted first 
and were all out for 23 runs in 25 overs with a devastating bowling spell from 
Rob Ollis (7 for 7 in 12.2 overs). With his abbreviated, trademark flailing run- 
up, on his day no one could swing a ball more prodigiously. Bob Murray (12 
not out) and Fraser Bain (10 not out) scored the required runs in 4.3 overs to 
give Banchory an emphatic 10-wicket victory. 

The next game at the Burnett Park against Cults was an important 
one for a Banchory side now with aspirations for promotion. Cults batted first and 
scored 119 all out in 43 overs with S. Locket (32) and Neil Gillanders (19) the top 
scorers. The four Banchory bowlers all bowled well with Rob Ollis (3 for 15) again 
the most effective. Banchory had only ten players and two of the ten players were 
Stag Hotel “imports”. The Cults score was one that the home side should have 
been able to achieve under normal situations and at 39 for 4 victory was no longer 
an option. Banchory played out for the draw and closed on 75 for 5 with a spirited 
innings from Steve Monk (29) and dogged defence from Bob Murray (14 not out). 

Banchory made the long journey to Boddam to play RAF Buchan on the 
artificial wicket. Unfortunately, promotion-chasing Banchory chose this day to 
give their worst batting display of the season. They were 47 all out with fast bowler 
Lee (6 for 17) doing the damage. RAF won this game at a canter by 10 wickets. 

Kintore were the visitors to the Burnett Park for the penultimate league 
game of the season and this fixture will be remembered for all the wrong reasons. 
Ten men Banchory batted first and were 65 all out with a rapid innings from Steve 
Monk (24) the only batting of note. Kintore had no difficulty in scoring the required 
runs and won by 7 wickets. What was witnessed during this match is something 
that is not part of the game of cricket. In the fourth over of the Kintore innings the 
visitor's opening bat was hit on the collarbone by a beamer bowled by Robert 
Ollis. This resulted in a fracas between the batsman, bowler and the umpire. As a 
result of this the home captain sent the bowler off the field for foul and abusive 
language. Fellow opening bowler Craig Mason ran half the length of the outfield to 
give the umpire his opinion on the proceedings. He too was sent off the field. This 
now left Banchory to complete the game, thankfully played in good spirits, with 
only 8 players. At a Banchory Management Committee meeting later in the 
season both players were given lengthy suspensions with Robert Ollis forfeiting 
the bowling award. 

Coincidentally the remaining fixture was also against Kintore, a game re- 
arranged because of bad weather earlier in the season, and was one Banchory 
had to win to be champions of Grade 4. The composition of the team differed 
considerably from the previous week. Bob Murray was away on holiday in 
Tenerife, Craig Mason and Rob Ollis were-:not considered for selection for obvious 
reasons. Banchory batted first and were soon in trouble losing the first two wickets 
with only one run on the board. Opening bat Ken Campbell was joined by Fraser 
Bain (26) and this pair had a good third wicket partnership of 48 runs. John Millar 
(12) helped his captain to take the score to 74 for 4. With the score on 91 for 8 the 
priceless and patient innings from Ken Campbell (44) came to an end when he 
was bowled by Alan Petrie. Banchory were all out for 96 in the 36th over. 
Banchory were in complete control of the game when the score was 34 for 6 after 
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14 overs. The dangerous Alan Petrie (30) gave the visitors a few scares with some 
lofty blows but there was great relief when Callum Wilson had him bowled to leave 
Kintore 70.all out. 

So, despite some hiccups along the way, Banchory were again Grade 4 
champions with Bob Murray stale the Grade 4 batting award. The 2” XI yo-yo 
was fully operational! 

The 1998 season started badly with a home defeat by Anchorians. 
Anchorians easily passed the meagre Banchory total of 65, losing one wicket in 
the process to young Andrew Murray. This defeat set the pattern for the rest of the 
season. Welcome back to Grade 3! 

Newtonhill were the next side to crush Banchory whose batting was 
becoming more and more fragile. At Woodside a depleted Banchory side were 
again defeated. Banchory started well with a good opening partnership of 64 runs 
between Ken Campbell (32) and Bob Murray (23). Adramatic collapse then saw 
the visitors 102 all out, which included 32 extras and 6 ducks. For St. Ronald a 
fiery lan Johnston (5 for 16) was far too quick for most of the Banchory batsman. 

Cults then had their turn for victory as did Grammar despite a valiant 43 
from William Giles. Caledonian followed suit but Banchory did run Boddam close 
at Duthie Park. Boddam batted first and scored 201 with a fine half century from 
M. Oldham. Callum Wilson and Craig Mason with three wickets each were the 
best of the visitor's bowlers. Banchory replied with 191 all out. At one point the 
score was 20 for 3 but an excellent fourth wicket partnership of 94 between 
Angus Milligan and Bob Murray (19) gave the score some respectability. Angus 
went on to make an excellent 77 and good contributions came from Callum 
Wilson (35) and Craig Mason (25). Bob Murray, the Banchory stand-in wicket | 
keeper, held four catches to equal the second's wicket keeping record. 

The misery gained pace. Apredictably early Reid Cup exit by Newtonhill 
was followed by a drubbing by Cults. Newtonhill was the venue for the next 
league match and the visitors batted first and started off well with the score 
reaching 60 for 1. Then a dramatic collapse ensued, the team losing nine wickets. 
for the addition of only 27 runs. Ken Campbell's running out of Bob Murray did not. 
help matters (Bob blotting his copybook by throwing his bat against the pavilion 
door!). Duncan Elder (32) and Ken Campbell (19) were the top scorers. 
Newtonhill passed the required runs for the loss of 4 wickets. An interesting 
feature of this game was the sight of Terry Pennington having to be carried off the 
field with a muscle strain. So immoveable was he that at one point a car was even 
considered to transport him off the field. It perhaps reveals how dire this season 
was that the only talking points were injuries to players. | 

The fixture against Caledonian went the way of the rest and a gutsy 62. 
not out from Ken Campbell was the only meritorious point in a defeat by 
Anchorians. 

But don't despair, gentle reader, victory eventually arrived scala 
Boddam at a soft Burnett Park. Bob Murray (36 not out), dropped before he 
scored, was a model of patience and the only batsman to cope with the difficult 
wicket. Boddam also found the wicket difficult to bat on and were bowled out for 
62. The Banchory bowlers used the conditions to their advantage with Craig 
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Mason (4 for 21), Callum Wilson (3 for 7) and Alistair Cameron (2 for 5) giving the 
home side victory. This was Banchory’s first win after thirteen attempts and time 
to celebrate, but a power cut in the Stag Hotel curtailed the celebrations! 

After the euphoria of the first win it was back to the losing trend with an 
eight-wicket defeat by St. Ronald. The final league game of the season was 
against Grammar and both teams were to be leaving Grade 3, Grammar 
promoted to Grade 2 and Banchory relegated to Grade 4. Grammar batted first 
and declared at 176 for 6 with half centuries from John Lord and Mike Hart. 
Banchory held out for the draw at 102 for 7 with Ken Campbell (30) and Steve 
Monk (21) the main run scorers. Notably this was the last game Mike Ollis played 
for Banchory as he was returning to his native Cornwall. The Ollises had made 
an enormous impact on the club: Mike and Judy's hospitality at the Raemoir was 
fulsome and generous, and Banchory would be poorer without them. 


Banchory travelled to Fraserburgh for the first league game of season 
1999 in their return to Grade 4. Banchory batted first and scored 106 for 9. Ken 
Campbell (49) was the backbone of the Banchory innings. Fraserburgh were all 
out for 83 with Alistair Cameron (5 for 25) the best of the Banchory bowlers. 
Alistair, not for the last time, was drafted into the team on the Saturday morning, 
as we were one man short. 

The next game was an away fixture at Ellon and perhaps for the first time 
the intensive junior training was starting to reap rewards. The home side batted 
first and scored 132 for 9 with Gary Aitken (37) and Alex Campbell (33) top 
scorers. At 47 for 9, and staring defeat in the face, two juniors (James Fish and 
Graeme Burt) were batting at ten and eleven. This pair played like veterans for 
the remaining ten overs and at the close Banchory was 58 for 9. Suddenly the 
older players were glancing behind them at the next generation of cricketers - 
and very promising they seemed. 

Defeat at Kintore was followed by a long break till mid-June because of 
bad weather. The match against Ellon was only the fourth of the season. Ellon 
batted first and scored 122 for 9 with newcomer Welshman John Broderick (3 for 
36) the best of the bowlers. The Banchory reply started badly at 39 for 4 but a 56 
run 5th wicket partnership between Bob Murray and Chris Bell (21) retrieved the 
situation. This set the home side on course to win the game and did so by 4 
wickets with 2 overs to spare leaving Bob Murray on 42 not out. 

Banchory then had an easy win over Portcullis in the first round of the 
Duncan Cup at the Duthie Park. The visitors batted first and scored 159 for 4 with 
controlled batting from both Ken Campbell (73 not out) and John Broderick (25 
not out). Portcullis were batting well with the score at 98 for 4 but then collapsed 
to 131 all out. The Banchory wickets were shared between Alistair Cameron (4 
for 20), Craig Mason (3 for 36) and John Broderick (3 for 46). 

Banchory were knocked out in the next round when they were defeated 
by Queen's Cross at the Duthie Park. Queen's Cross batted first and scored 155 
for 8 with J Hume 57 not out. The Banchory top order, apart from Ken Campbell 
(23), never got going and with the score on 52 for 7 after 20 overs it was left to 
Bob Murray and the lower order batsmen to score 104 runs for victory. There was 
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an 8th wicket partnership of 41 runs between father and son Bob and Andrew 
Murray (19) and a 9th wicket partnership of 31 runs between Bob and Alistair 
Cameron (13). Number eleven batsman Paul Deacon lasted 2 balls and 
Banchory were all out for a disappointing 124 runs in the 36th over. It was a 
valiant effort from Bob who ran out of partners and was left undefeated on 37. 

The following week Banchory exacted revenge in an easy win when Kintore 
were the visitors to the Burnett Park for a top-of-the-table encounter. Banchory 
batted first and lost the wickets of Campbell, Pennington and Mason with the 
score on 20 for 3 after 7 overs. What followed was one of the best recoveries 
made in the history of the seconds. The batsmen at the crease, Lewis Beddie and 
Bob Murray, had a record 4th wicket partnership of 164 runs, which will take 
some beating. Highlight of the partnership was without doubt the maiden 
undefeated century by Lewis Beddie (5 sixes and 10 fours). After a slow start 
Lewis thrashed the ball to all parts of the ground. Playing the anchor role, Bob 
(43) was out in the final over with the score on 184 for 6. The visitors were totally 
demoralised and were bowled out for 82. The wicket takers were Alistair 
Cameron (4 for 32), Callum Wilson (2 for 20), Craig Mason (2 for 23) and 
promising junior, young Sean Astle (2 for 0 in 8 balls). All bowlers were given 
good support from the fielders with Andrew Murray having three fine catches. 

The next game was away to Dunecht where some of the team had 
difficulty finding the ground! Banchory batted first on a pitch of varying bounce 
and did very well to score 152 for 5 in 40 overs. The highlight of the Banchory 
innings was a half-century in 11 overs from lan Pennington. Craig Mason (33) 
and Bob Murray (28 not out) were the other main run contributors. Dunecht were > 
bowled out for 84 in the 46th over and could not cope with the pace of Pennington - 
(5 for 11). 

The penultimate fixture of the season was at the Burnett Park against | 
Queen's Cross, a game both teams needed to win if they had promotion 
aspirations. Banchory batted first and declared after 46 overs with the score an _ 
impressive 251 for 9. lan Pennington (66) and Tim Wilkinson (53) batted very well 
and were involved in a 75 run 6th wicket partnership in only 8 overs. With 44 
overs to score the required runs Queen's Cross never took up the challenge and 
were quite content to play for the draw. At the close the visitors had scored 105 for 
1 with Atholl Garden (41 not out) and Tariq Butt (39). | 

The final league played at the Burnett Park against Portcullis was a game | 
that Banchory had to win to be Grade 4 champions. Portcullis batted first and 
scored 201 for 5 in 48 overs with good batting from Andy Prentice (80 not out) and | 
B. Fourie (66). The Banchory bowlers lacked penetration and were unable to get 
any pace from the placid wicket. On this easy paced wicket the home side should 
have been able to score the required runs for victory. At the end of the allotted” 
overs Banchory were 144 for 8 with good knocks from lan Pennington (56 not 
out) and Ken Campbell (30). This was lan Pennington's third successive half 
century. As a consequence of the last two drawn games, Banchory finished 
runners-up in Grade 4 and hence gained promotion to Grade 3....again! 

For Season 2000 Tim Wilkinson was made captain with Chris Bell as vice- 
captain. 
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The first game of the season was at the Burnett Park against Crescent. 
Banchory batted first and scored 137 for 6 in 46 overs. A good opening 
partnership of 56 runs between Ken Campbell (20) and Terry Pennington (35) set 
tne foundations for a good score. Bob Murray (32), who was run out in the last ball 
of the Banchory of the Banchory innings, and Chris Bell (18 not out) continued 
the good work set by the openers. The Banchory attack bowled well and had 
Crescent all out in the 24th over for 80. The wickets were shared between Tim 
Wilkinson (4 for 16), Callum Wilson (3 for 26) and Sean Astle (2 for 18). This could 
hardly have been a better start to the Grade 3 campaign. 

The next match proved a setback at the Duthie Park against fellow 
promotees Queen's Cross. Banchory batted first and could not cope with the 
pace of Duncan (6 for 24) and Fenwick (3 for 39) and were all out for 82 in 40 
overs. Queen's Cross easily passed the required score for the loss of 2 wickets. 

lt was back to the Duthie Park the following week to play against a 
depleted Anchorians. The home side lost their first two wickets in the first over to 
Terry Pennington with no runs on the board. Further wickets fell, and with the 
score 60 for 7 and the last pair at the crease, one thought that it would not take 
long to claim the final wicket. But Stuart Reid had other ideas as he and young S. 
Crighton had a 68 run partnership in 13 overs taking the score to 128 with the 
unorthodox hard-hitting Stuart Reid finishing on 75 not out. The Banchory reply 
got off to an excellent start with a 52 run partnership in 11 overs from Ken 
Campbell (30) and Terry Pennington (39). When the openers departed good 
support came from Bob Murray (20), Tim Wilkinson (13), Chris Bell (12 not out) 
and Sean Astle (12 not out), his first scoring shot a six. Victory came to the visitors 
inthe 29th over. 

lt was defeat at the Burnett Park from Stoneywood-Dyce in the first round 
of the Reid Cup. Banchory batted first and scored 166 for 4 in 40 overs with a 
flawless innings from Ken Campbell (74) who with Bob Murray (25 not out) hada 
64 run partnership in 12 overs. Good batting support also came from Tim 
Wilkinson (20). The Stoneywood-Dyce reply started slowly but with the departure 
of Danny Cohen, retired hurt, the scoring accelerated. An exhibition of how to bat 
was given by Billy McDermott (87) and Chris Lawson (60 not out) who were 
involved in a 137 run 3rd wicket partnership in 25 overs. Both batsmen a class 
above! 

The following week, Stoneywood-Dyce were again the visitors for the 
league match. The result was the same as the previous week but this time it was 
the turn of the bowlers to dominate. Stoneywood-Dyce batted first and were all 
out for 68 with Matthew Cohen (36) the top scorer. Sean Astle (5 for 24) and Tim 
Wilkinson (5 for 32) inflicted the damage. The Banchory reply of 56 all out only 
revealed one player, Lewis Beddie (16), in double figures. Kevin Mavor's 5 for 17 
and Peter Campbell's 3 for 1 destroyed Banchory’s resistance. 

A close game with Caledonian at the Burnett Park saw the home side 
defeated by 3 wickets with 7 balls of the game left. Banchory batted first and 
scored 144 for 6 in 46 overs with Bob Murray (37 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (34) 
the top scorers. Caledonian made 145 for 7 with |. Piercey (35) and V. Taylor (33) 
top scorers. 
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At Woodside the game with St. Ronald was one which could have 
gone either way but ended in a draw. St. Ronald batted first and were in 
trouble at 18 for 3 with all the wickets falling to Terry Pennington, but Denis 
Emslie (31) and Kevin Reid (17) staged a good recovery taking the score to 72 
for 5. Three quick wickets were lost for the addition of 3 runs. Enter John Playford 
to give an exhibition of big hitting with an undefeated innings of 75 in 8 overs. He 
was particularly hard on both Tim Wilkinson and Callum Wilson taking 68 runs of 
6 overs. The Banchory reply got off to the worst possible start losing both openers 
with only 9 runs on the board. The remaining batsmen played their part with 
Callum Wilson (22), Bob Murray (20) and debutant lan Stirling (20 not out) 
ensuring that a draw was a just result. 

A poor defeat by Newtonhill was followed by a tetchy match against 
Crescent who complained that the composition of the Banchory side included 
“first team players like newcomer Mike Scotting and lan Pennington. Never has it 
been Banchory policy to do this, unlike some other notable sides - in fact, the 
reverse is more often true with the Deeside team giving youth more of a chance 
than any other club, particularly recently. Anyway, to the game....Crescent, 
batting first on a soggy wicket, were at one point 31 for 3 but at the close of their 
innings were 154 for 9 in 46 overs with a good innings from C. Watson (91). 
Banchory got off to the best possible start with a 50 run opening partnership from 


Ken Campbell (24) and Terry Pennington (26) in 10 overs. The momentum was _ 


kept going with Bob Murray (27) and son Andrew (23). There was a bit of a panic 
before Callum Wilson (24 not out) hit the winning run. Banchory won this game by 


2 wickets. This win boosted the second's league position and it was beginning to | 
look as if the side would actually stay up in their new league for more than the | 


customary year. 

The next game was at the Burnett Park against Anchorians and ended in 
a high scoring draw. Anchorians scored 241 for 3 in 44 overs with excellent 
batting displays from Duncan Fail (112) and Alan Forbes (80 not out). This pair 
had a 152 run 2nd wicket partnership in 24 overs. The Banchory reply got off toa 


disastrous start losing Terry Pennington bowled first ball of the game. Bob Murray — 
joined Matthew MacPherson and this pair were involved in a 136 run record 2nd — 
wicket partnership in 32 overs. The end of the partnership came when Bob © 


Murray (33) was run out. Tim Wilkinson (32) joined Matthew and the run chase 


continued. Unfortunately with both batsmen going well they were out within 2 — 
runs of each other with the score on 180 for 4. Matthew scored a brilliant maiden | 
century which included 15 fours and 3 sixes. The lower batting order kept going | 
for the win but ran out of overs and at the close the Banchory score was 219 for 7. — 


The wicket, as it would increasingly become, was a batsman's paradise. 

The next game, again at the Burnett Park, was against top of the table 
Queen's Cross and there was another century maker making it three in two 
weeks. The scenario was similar to the previous week: Banchory batted first and 
again lost the early wicket of Terry Pennington. Bob Murray (15) joined opener 
Alex Moore and this pair had a 72 run 2nd wicket partnership. Tim Wilkinson 
joined Alex Moore and they took the score to 171 for 3 when the former was out 
caught behind. Alex (3 sixes and 18 fours) had scored an excellent century, his 

142 


second for the 2” XI.. The declaration came in the 42nd over with the score 240 
for 5. Tim Wilkinson (64 not out) batted extremely well. The Queen's Cross 
innings was in tatters at 5 for 5 with a devastating spell of fast bowling from Craig 
Mason. The lower order batsmen played better than the recognised batsmen and 
with the score on 68 for 9 after 37 overs a stubborn last wicket partnership 
developed, but, with only 10 balls left, Terry Pennington had a brilliant close catch 
to give Banchory a fine victory. Queen's Cross were all out for 90. For Banchory 
Craig Mason (5 for 35) bowled extremely well with good support from Callum 
Wilson (3 for 17). 

The following week at Woodside Banchory were soundly thrashed by St. 
Ronald mainly due to an awesome 93 from Kenny Reid, a young player of great 
promise. Arthur Newton also achieved a hat-trick. 

Next, at Duthie Park, Banchory had an emphatic win over Caledonian by 
10 wickets. Caledonian were all out for 29 with 5 wickets each for Callum Wilson 
and Tim Wilkinson. Openers Ken Campbell (6 not out) and Terry Pennington (22 
not out) knocked off the required runs in 10 overs. 
In the penultimate game of the season at Newtonhill the visitors gained an 
honourable draw. Newtonhill batted first and scored 213 for 5 with good knocks 
from A. Degabriele (70 not out) and P. Winefield (73 no out). The Banchory reply 
started badly with the first batsman out with only 10 runs on the board. A good 
recovery by Tim Wilkinson and Bob Murray with a partnership of 40 runs ended 
when Tim decided to run out Bob. A good 50 run partnership then developed 
between Tim and young SeanAstle. With the score on 109 for 5 the good innings 
from Tim Wilkinson (52) came to an end. Three runs later the cameo innings from 
Sean Astle (28) also ended. The lower order batsmen had no difficulty in holding 
out for the draw. As a result of this match Newtonhill were promoted to Grade 2. 

The final league of the season was at The People's Park against 
Stoneywood-Dyce. The home side batted first and scored 183 runs in 45 overs 
with an excellent batting display from 16 year old Chris Thompson (92) who took 
a liking to lan Pennington's bowling. The leg spin bowling of Richard Brown (4 for 
54) and Graeme Burt (3 for 29) was the pick of the Banchory attack. The 
Banchory reply started badly and was 54 for 5 after 22 overs with only Terry 
Pennington (23) in double figures. Banchory were staring at defeat when Bob 
Murray came in to bat. Bob had other ideas: he wanted to avoid defeat by staying 
at the crease for the next 23 overs. He did so with the help of the lower order 
batsmen. The Banchory score at the close was 93 for 9 with Bob Murray 24 not 
out. 

Banchory’s final league position was an immensely creditable 4th and 
for the first time Banchory were able to stay in Grade 3 for more than one season. 


For Season 2001 Tim Wilkinson and Chris Bell continued their good work 
as captain and vice-captain. And for a season that would end triumphantly it 
- began very inauspiciously. 

The first league game of the season in Grade 3 at the Duthie Park was a 

- disappointing defeat from Anchorians. Banchory batted first and were all out for 

125 with a patient innings from Ken Campbell (62 not out), batting the entire 
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Banchory 2” XI 2001 
Back Row: C. Bell, A. Cameron, R. Brown, C. Wilson, |. Stirling, R. Mott, K. Campbell. 
Front Row: T. Pennington, G. Burt, T. Wilkinson (Captain), R. Murray. 


Banchory innings, and Tim Wilkinson (27) the only batsmen to escape criticism 
for this bad batting display. Anchorians passed the required total for the loss of 3 
wickets with Alan Forbes (43). Mike Lambley (39) and Duncan Fail (37 not out) 
the top scorers. 


At the Burnett Park the home side recorded a rare five wicket win over | 
Stoneywood-Dyce. The visitors scored 152 all out with Martin Reid finishing on | 
35. Bowling for Banchory was dominated by Callum Wilson (4 for 25) and Tim | 


Wilkinson (4 for 30). The Banchory innings was dominated by newcomer John | 


Lee and Tim Wilkinson both having excellent halfcenturies and were involved ina 
77 run 2nd wicket partnership. 


The following week at the Burnett Park the home side recorded an easy | 


10-wicket victory over Fraserburgh and again John Lee (77 not out) continued 


where he left off the previous week with Ken Campbell (34 not out) giving him | 


good support. Victory came to the home team in the 24th over. 


There then followed three successive draws: Crescent’s 209 for 8 was | 


matched by the visitors' 172 for 4. The pick of this score was undoubtedly Tim 


Wilkinson's 83 not out that included 10 fours and 4 sixes in rapid time. A maiden | 


half-century by lan Stirling was another knock of note. 

Next up were Kintore at the Burnett Park. The home side batted first and 
were 171 for 8 after 44 overs with effective knocks from Tim Wilkinson (54) and 
lan Pennington (27). Kintore were up with the asking rate but a good spell of tight 
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bowling from Tim Wilkinson with two wickets in one over slowed up the run chase. 
Atthe end of their allotted overs the Kintore score was 151 for 4. 

The next game at the Duthie Park against Queen's Cross was the third 
draw. Banchory batted first and scored 189 for 5. lan Stirling (39) and Terry 
Pennington (38) gave the visitors an excellent 72 run opening partnership. This 
was followed by a fine half-century from Tim Wilkinson, his third in succession. 
Queen's Cross initially went for the win but when leading players Atholl Garden 
(60) and Tariq Butt (23) were out they held out for the draw with their score on 124 
for 8. Banchory employed six bowlers to force the win with Richard Brown (3 for 
13) the most successful. 

The following game with Mannofield at the Burnett Park is one that 
fourteen-year-old Richard Perry will not forget in a hurry....the visitors batted first 
and scored 130 with the swing bowling of Richard Perry (6 for 37 in 6.4 overs) 
destroying the middle and lower order batting of Mannofield. The Banchory reply 
did not look as if they would win this game when the score was 37 for 4 but Tim 
Wilkinson (47) and Abhinav Khera (29 not out) batted well to give the home side a 
well earned 3 wicket victory. And this win made Banchory one of the more 
surprising promotion candidates according to the press. 

The following week at a very poor Sheddocksley wicket Banchory 
continued the winning vein with a six-wicket win over Stoneywood-Dyce. The 
home side were all out for 100 with Martin Reid (29) top scorer. Bowling for 
Banchory Callum Wilson was virtually unplayable with figures of 8 for 12. With 
the score on 43 for 4 victory did not seem possible but an undefeated 58 run 
partnership between Graeme Burt (22 not out) and Bob Murray (25 not out) 
secured the win for the visitors. This win put Banchory top of Grade 3....the 
dream was coming true! 

The following day at the Burnett Park saw a bad-tempered Reid Cup 
game with Inverurie. The visitors batted first and scored 192 for 3 in the allotted 
40 overs with George Hadden (60 not out), P. Bunton (47) and John Jessiman 
(46) the main scorers. The Banchory reply was a timid affair - all out for 71 in 17 
overs. The only batsman to offer any resistance was Mike Scotting (25 not out). 
Bunton, Inverurie's Australian overseas amateur, bowled faster and more 
dangerously than most Banchory batsmen had ever experienced, and had 
figures of 4 for 14 to complete a fine all round performance. Ken Campbell will not 
forget this Australian in a hurry - one of his faster balls split his chin requiring 
stitches and Ken had to retire hurt! Ken now bats securely in a helmet. 

Acold, wet, dreich Links was the setting for the next league game with 
Mannofield. The visitors lost the toss and Banchory were soon in trouble ona 
sponge of a wicket, losing the first three wickets with only 15 runs on the 
board. Tim Wilkinson (10), lan Stirling (16) and Bob Murray (20) made a brief 
recovery but a total of 67 runs was never enough. Tim Wilkinson (3 for 43) and 
Callum Wilson (2 for 23) gave the visitors some hope of victory when the 
score was 27 for 5 but the turning point in the game was when Dale de Neef 
was dropped before he got off the mark. The ex-Scotland player then went on 
to score an undefeated 35 to give the home side victory by 5 wickets. 

For the long journey to Fraserburgh the visitors had only 10 players 
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because of holidays and late call offs. Fraserburgh batted first and scored 
111 for 8 in 45 overs with Mike Watson (46) their top scorer. The spin kings 
Alistair Cameron (4 for 41) and Tim Wilkinson (2 for 16) were the best of the 
Banchory bowlers. This was a score that should have been well within the 
the reach of Banchory but losing opener Ken Campbell and Mike Scotting to first 
balls did not help the cause. The visitors were all out for 83 runs with only Tim 
Wilkinson (54) the batsman on form but he rapidly ran out of partners. At the tea 
break it was calculated that the average age of the Banchory team that day was 
approximately forty-six. All agreed it was on the high side! 

After a break of three weeks because of bad weather the next game was 
at a very wet Burnett Park against Queen's Cross. The visitors batted first and 
were all out for 85 runs with Tariq Butt (25) the top scorer. Tim Wilkinson (6 for 24) 
and Craig Mason (2 for 19) were the pick of the Banchory bowlers. The 
Banchory reply stuttered from 13 for 2 to 41 for 4, but a 47 run 5th wicket 
partnership between veterans Ken Campbell (26 not out) and Bob Murray (22 
not out), using all their experience, gave the home side a well-deserved victory. 
This was a vital win for Banchory that saw them climb back to the top of Grade 3. 

The penultimate game of the season was at the Burnett Park against 
Crescent. The visitors scored 115 all out in 44 overs with David Gibson (39) the 
top scorer. Tim Wilkinson (4 for 38), Callum Wilson (3 for 24) and Alistair 
Cameron (2 for 34) all bowled well. Banchory scored the required runs for victory 
by 7 wickets with another fine half century from Tim Wilkinson and good 
supporting roles from Ken Campbell (24) and Richard Brown (14 not out). 

The climax of theme season came in the final game of the season at the 
Burnett Park against Caledonian - it was one that Banchory simply had to win to — 
be Grade 3 champions. Caledonian batted first and scored 98 for 7 in 46 overs 
with Dave Green (37) their top scorer. All the bowlers bowled well but special - 
mention must go to Callum Wilson whose 4 for 26 included a hattrick. The | 
Banchory reply started well with a patient opening partnership of 39 runs 
between Ken Campbell (25) and sixteen year old Graeme Burt. Tim Wilkinson | 
(20) joined Graeme Burt (20) and this pair continued the good progress. | 
Unfortunately both departed with the score on 74 for 3 after 33 overs. The 
situation was now very tense and matters were made worse when Bob Murray 
needlessly ran out Richard Brown (2). Craig Mason joined Bob and departed in 
the 41” over after scoring a quick and very important nine runs in the context of 
the game. There were three overs of the game left and the home side still 
required 9 runs for victory when Callum Wilson joined the outwardly cool Bob 
Murray. This pair finally achieved this historic win scoring 5 runs in the final over | 
with one ball to spare. The seconds were now champions of Grade 3 and had 
emulated the first team who won the Grade 3 championship in 1981. This was a 
truly wonderful achievement. | 


The first game of the new season in the dizzy reaches of Grade 2 was at 
the Burnett Park against Kemnay. The visitors had an excellent start scoring 183 
before losing their first wicket - hard-hitting Steve Barron (92) and patient 
George Mathew (67) taking a liking to the wicket and the bowlers. Kemnay then 
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suffered an implosion, losing 6 wickets for the addition of only 27 runs. The 
declaration came in the 42nd over with the score on 210 for 7. All hope of 
Banchory winning this game was gone with the loss of early wickets. The home 
side had to battle to avoid defeat and this they did with Bob Murray (38) who was 
in defiant form. Bob was given good support, firstly by Steve Jones (20) and then 
Callum Wilson (13 not out). This pair were involved in a 57 run 6th wicket 
partnership. At the close the Banchory score was 109 for 7. 

The following week at Woodside Banchory had an easy 104 run win 
against St. Ronald. Banchory batted first and declared with the score on 170 for 7 
with Bob Murray (32 not out) and six other batsmen in double figures. The St. 
Ronald innings was a paltry affair (66 all out) with Jim Stephen (38) the only 
batsman of note. All the Banchory bowlers bowled well but special mention must 
be made of the Perry brothers. The St. Ronald batsmen had no answer to the 
swing of Richard (3 for 13) and the pace of Michael (2 for 12). 

Academy, relegated from Grade 1, were the next visitors to the Burnett 
Park and, on winning the toss decided to bat first on a perfect batting wicket. They 
declared their innings after 40 overs with the score on 229 for 6. Top batsmen for 
the visitors were Sachin (67), L Borslap (56) and Ken McGee (47). Best of the 
Banchory bowlers was Tim Wilkinson (4 for 30). With 50 overs to score the 
necessary runs, Banchory were immediately in trouble with the score a measly 
28 for 2. However, an excellent undefeated 129 run record 3rd wicket partnership 
between 16 year-old Graeme Burt (51 not out), his maiden half-century, and Tim 
Wilkinson (78 not out) secured a well-earned draw for the home side. The visitors 
were unhappy with the tactics employed by the home side and were of the 
opinion that Banchory never went for the win. The truth was that Academy did not 
have the bowling strength to bowl Banchory out! 

The next game was at Rubislaw against Grammar with the weather cold, 
wet and dreich. Banchory were asked to bat first on a wicket that turned out to be 
lively and dangerous. The visitors had no answer to the bowling of G. Miller (5 for 
32) and E. Matheson (4 for 18) and were bowled out for 61. Grammar easily 
passed the required total for the loss of one wicket with a streaky innings from J. 
Youles (47 not out) giving the home side a comfortable victory. This game saw the 
return of Tim Donald after a number of years away from playing cricket. 

Artisans, who along with Academy were relegated from Grade 1, were the 
next visitors to the Burnett Park. The Aberdeen side batted first and scored 170 
for 8. The best of a depleted bowling attack was Mike Perry (4 for 42). The 
Banchory reply was an uninspiring affair and at 53 for 6, with 17 overs still to bat, 
they were deep trouble with no hope of victory. The only option open was to hold 
out and play for the draw. This was done thanks to an excellent 7th wicket 
partnership between Douglas “Oggie” Elder (20 not out) and Chris Bell (8 not 
out). The pick of the Artisans bowlers was Alan Forsyth (3 for 14). Once again the 
opposition were unhappy with the Banchory tactics with skipper Graeme Golder 
spending most of the last over lying on a bench by the boundary. This was 
boorish behaviour. 

Gordonians were the next visitors to the Burnett Park and this turned out 
to be a topsy-turvy game that ended in a draw, Banchory’s fourth in 6 games. The 
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visitors batted first and at 91 for 3 were on course for a big score but dramatically 
lost 7 wickets for the addition of 31 runs. The Banchory bowlers responsible for 
this collapse were Tim Wilkinson (4 for 30) and Mike Perry (4 for 33). Chasing 123 
for victory, Banchory were 112 for 9 at the close of play.The long journey was 
made to Turriff with both sides languishing at the bottom of the league table and 
both teams needing the win. Turriff batted first and generously declared after 42 
overs with the score on 140 for 6. lan Smart's excellent innings of 93 came to an 
end when he was caught behind off the bowling of Tim Donald. Tim Wilkinson (4 
for 43) was the pick of the Banchory bowlers. The Banchory reply was dominated 
by the batting of Tim Donald (93 not out) whose controlled aggression punished 
the home bowling attack hitting the ball to all parts of the ground. It was fitting that 
Tim, the man of the match, hit the winning runs in the 40th over to give Banchory a 
well-deserved 8 wicket win. 

The pleasant surroundings of Balmoral Castle was the next venue for the 
game with Crathie, which resulted in a home win. Banchory scored a pedestrian 
77 for 4 in 46 overs with a patient innings from opening bat Ken Campbell (48). 
Victory by 8 wickets came to Crathie in the 20th over with an aggressive innings 
from Rhod McEwan (48). Banchory’s young Mark Herbert had a good bowling 
spell of 2 for 7 in 4 overs. 

At a drab, wet and misty Links Banchory were defeated by 5 wickets by 
Mannofield. Highlight of the Banchory innings of 137 for 7 was again the 
excellent contribution from Tim Donald (77). Mannofield easily passed the 
required score with Dale De Neef (54) and Duncan Elliott (46) involved in a 95 run 
partnership that effectively gave the home side an easy 5-wicket victory. 

The penultimate game of the season was at Harlaw against Artisans who were 
already promoted and set to return to Grade1 after one season in Grade 2. 
Banchory batted first and scored 122 for 6 with a fine innings from Tim Wilkinson 
(55) who was given good support from Steve Jones (20). Artisans easily passed | 
the required score and won by 4 wickets in the 29th over. Sixteen-year old Mark. 
Herbert was the best of the Banchory bowlers with 4 for 19. | 

The final game of the season was at the Burnett Park against fellow. 
league strugglers Turriff. Once again the scenario was exactly the same as 
earlier in the season - a win was essential for both teams. Banchory batted first 
and lost their first 3 wickets with only 43 runs on the board. Tim Donald, late in 
arriving for the game, joined Tim Wilkinson at the crease and this pair had an 
excellent match winning undefeated 145 run 4th wicket partnership. When the 
declaration came in the 44th over Tim Donald (82 not out) and Tim Wilkinson (58 
not out) were the batting heroes. On reflection Tim Donald's two knocks against 
Turriff probably secured another season in Grade 2 for his side. 


For season 2003 Tim Donald was the seconds captain with the. 
experienced Tim Wilkinson as vice-captain. | 
In the first game of the season at the Links against Mannofield Banchory | 
batted first and were bowled out for 91 in 46 overs on a dreadful batting wicket. 
The only pleasing aspect of this game was a 29 run partnership between 
youngsters Alex Starling (13 not out) and Mark Herbert (12 not out). Mannofield 
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scored the required runs for victory in 18 overs with Peter Campbell (46 not out) 
scorning any gremlins in the pitch. 

The following week at Countesswells, against Gordonians who played in 
the Strathmore League the previous season, it was another defeat. Banchory 
batted first and were all out for 85 with Tim Wilkinson (35) the only scorer of note. 
The visitors could not cope with the speed of Donald Milne who had the 
astonishing figures of 6 for 2 in 11 overs. Gordonians easily passed the required 
score in 18 overs with an explosive innings from Adrian Woodman (48 not out). 
He scored 24 runs (2 sixes and 3 fours) in what turned out to be the last over of 
the match off the bowling of Tim Wilkinson. 

Inverurie then came to the Burnett Park and trounced the home side. 
Inverurie scored 213 for 2 with George Hadden (102 not out), Stuart Murison (56) 
and Jerry Bishop (37) on fire. The Banchory reply was 148 all out (at one stage 
138 for 5) with only Tim Donald (64) and Ken Campbell (45) escaping criticism for 
this inept batting performance from the home side. 

The following week at the Duthie Park against Queen's Cross another 
defeat was inflicted on us - and the trend was becoming worrying. Queen's Cross 
batted first and were all out for 141 runs with a fine innings from C. Arkless (55). 
The under-rated Chris Bell (5 for 30) achieved his first 5-wicket haul for the Club. 
The Banchory reply started badly losing both openers with only 4 runs on the 
board. Steve Jones (13), Tim Donald (20) and Tim Wilkinson (15) made a brief 
recovery but with the score on 54 for 5 Bob Murray was the only recognised 
batsman left. Bob (39) went on to play a gritty innings but ran out of partners and 
when he was last out the Banchory score was a very poor 110 runs. The 
Banchory batsman, Bob excluded, could not cope with the pace of Alex Swan (4 
for 47) and the swing of Aussie M. McLean (5 for 18). 

Acup defeat at the hands of Mannofield was followed by a home league 
game with Stoneywood-Dyce and Ken Campbell took over the reigns as captain 
as both Tim Donald and Tim Wilkinson were required for first team duty. 
Stoneywood-/Dyce batted first and scored 195 for 2 with an excellent innings 
from young Martin Reid (111 not out). Banchory were bowled out for 44 with old 
war-horse lan Leask taking 4 for 1. Banchory’s enthusiasm for this game ceased 
when Robin Hiseman broke his wrist in four places while diving and landing 
awkwardly on his arm to stop the ball going over the boundary when the home 
side were fielding. Alistair Cameron, who came’ to watch the game, spent the 
afternoon transporting Robin to the hospital and then making arrangements for 
his car to be taken to his home in Auchenblae. 

After six successive defeats a win eventually came against Kemnay at 
Shedddocksley. Kemnay scored 161 for 8 in 43 overs. It was probably the 
youngest ever Banchory bowling attack consisting of Mark Herbert (4 for 51), 
Robbie Mott (2 for 30) and Richard Brown (2 for 31). The Banchory reply started 
steadily with veteran opener Ken Campbell (38) leading the way. It was then left 
to the youngsters to continue the good start and this they did: firstly with Richard 
Brown (18) and Mark Herbert (14) (three lusty blows). Then secondly an 
excellent undefeated 5th wicket batting partnership of 66 between Douglas 
“Oggie” Elder (39 not out) and Richard Perry (22 not out) giving the visitors a 
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deserved 5 wicket victory in the 46th over. The day the Banchory youngsters came 
of age! 

Unfortunately it was back to earth the following week when Mannofield 
were the visitors to the Burnett Park. Mannofield batted first and mauled the 
Banchory bowling attack by scoring 235 for 2 in 41 overs. This is one of the highest 
scores against the seconds. The batsmen responsible for the onslaught were Dale 
De Neef (70 not out) and Peter Campbell (68), both dropped before they were in 
double figures, and a sedate innings from opener David Lawson (50 not out). 
Banchory had 49 overs to score the required runs for victory, or, more realistically, 
save the game. This was nearly achieved with Banchory all out for 143 runs in the 
47th over with Ken Campbell (39) the top scorer. Four other batsmen were in 
double figures including debutant Karl Counsell. 

Defeat at Crathie was followed by a home defeat by Gordonians, despite a 
valiant 61 from Ken Campbell. 

The following week a defeat at Dunecht confirmed that Banchory would be 
relegated and for season 2004 would be back playing in Grade 3. Dunecht batted 
first and scored 156 for 8 with an excellent undefeated century from Steve 
Poppleton. No other Dunecht batsman was in double figures. The Banchory reply 
was an admirable 138 all out with three batsmen in the twenties but none of them 
able to progress. 

The highlight of the visit to Kellands Park was the bowling performance 
from Inverurie’s thirteen year old Richard Lamb (5 for 33). Banchory batted first 
and were all out for 89 runs. Inverurie easily passed this score with Sinclair Lamb 
(34 not out) their top scorer. In the course of the win the home side lost both their 
openers to the slow bowling of Dave Abbott. The outgoing batsmen left the crease 
embarrassed and bemused at the outcome. 


Defeats by Grammar and Queen's Cross were more nails inthe Banchory | 


coffin. 

The penultimate game of the season was against Stoneywood-Dyce at the 
Duthie Park. The feature of this game was the outstanding all round performance 
from Andre du Plessis. Banchory batted first and were all out for 133 runs normally 
not enough runs at the Duthie Park. The score at one stage was 30 for 4 but two 
good partnerships between Richard Brown (32) and Alex Starling of 45 runs then 
Alex Starling (20) and Bob Murray (20) of 37 runs gave the visitors' score some 


respectability. Stoneywood-Dyce passed the victory target for the loss of four | 


wickets with Andre du Plessis unbeaten on 75. 

The final league encounter.of the season was at the Burnett Park against 
Kemnay and again another resounding defeat for Banchory. Kemnay batted first 
and scored 209 for 6 with an outstanding batting display from Steve Barron (91). 
The Banchory reply was a paltry affair, finishing on 123 all out. The only highlight 
was the fine innings from Karl Counsell (66) who had shown plenty of promise 
during his first season for the Club. 


Perhaps there were no real surprises that Banchory ended bottom of the | 


league - and a disappointing way to end this part of the book. But the “promotion” of 


Tim Wilkinson, and especially Tim Donald, to a desperate 1“ XI was always bound | 
to have a detrimental effect on the team’s morale. Can we please have them back | 


next year? 


Bob Murray 


Junior Cricket at Banchory 


Keith Astle was the coaching phenomenon who transformed, more or 
less single-handedly, junior cricket at Banchory. In 1997 he took over junior 
coaching from his son Dave and Matthew MacPherson. So keen was he that in 
December of that year he took a coaching exam and became a Grade 1 coach. 
Previously Keith had had no coaching experience whatsoever but relied on his 
own cricketing knowledge gleaned from years of playing for Ormskirk C.C. which 
is just outside Liverpool. In his capacity as coach Keith visited local schools and 
instantly became a favourite, his bluff grandfatherly approach attracting parents 
and youngsters alike. In fact Keith says that one of his proudest moments was 
‘seeing close on 40 kids running around the Burnett Park’. 


Coaching Team 2000 
Back Row: M. Scotting, |. Pennington, K. Astle, C. Bell, C. Mason. 
Front Row: T. Wilkinson, R. Perry (Junior Section), N. Gourlay 


As aresult of this intensive coaching Banchory was able to enter sides in 
the various junior leagues, and even though there were no great successes 
Keith's happiest memory is of beating Stoneywood-Dyce at Banchory. His 
coaching manner was centred around strong discipline - this didn't mean he was 
like a mini-Hitler, it simply meant that he was firm but fair. And everyone 
respected him for this, treating him with great respect and affection. Future stars 
that Keith particularly nurtured were Richard Brown, Mike and Richard Perry, 
Mark Herbert, Oliver Washington, Robbie Mott and Ben, Peter and Chris 
Pawlett. 

Unfortunately, ill-health dogged Keith in 2002 resulting in a move back 
down to Lancashire. This was a cruel blow to the club but Andrew Brown took 
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over Keith's mantle with great success. As a final word on his lamentably brief 
stay at the club, Keith says: “I would like to thank everyone for some of the 
happiest years of my life.” 

One of the problems of running a cricket club and maintaining a core of 
players is competing with the attractions of other sports. In just the two most 
recent years we have lost good young players who have been attracted by rugby, 
judo, tennis and, of course, football. At the last count (2003) the football season 
ended in mid-June and training started again in August! 

Of course, the only way to react is to keep on recruiting, selling the 
advantages of this great game and making the coaching experiences enjoyable 
and varied without losing focus. Our ability to do this is indicated by the total 
numbers of children we see year on year: 


Total number who | Total number who 
practised played in a team 


49 25 
40 24 


41 28 


In recent times Banchory has regularly turned out an U13 side, and > 
been 'twinned' with Stonehaven Thistle at U15 level. U13 matches have been | 
played on Monday nights (20 overs) and U15s on Wednesday (25 overs). | 

Success in terms of wins has been limited, though most of our opponents | 
have been beaten at least once. However, success can be measured in other 
ways and our coaches would argue that their aim is to help the youngster develop 
and practise their skills often from complete beginner level and turn them out at 
16+ ready and confident to play in adult cricket. This is in fact what has happened > 
with several ex- and existing juniors playing regularly in the senior teams at the 
weekends. 

Those worth special mention include Richard Brown, Mark Herbert, 
Robbie Mott, Richard and Mike Perry, Alex Starling and Olly Washington. 
Banchory is one of the few clubs in the Aberdeenshire Grades Association that 
runs a Junior Section. Excluding the two local National League clubs there is only ' 
Stonehaven Thistle, Ellon, Cults and Inverurie. Crathie are still trying, we) 
understand. 

The presence of a junior section, as in any sport, means that there can, in) 
the long run, be a regular supply of players for the senior teams, but it aiso places } 
obligations on the club and its senior players to train coaches and give up time to) 
coach respectively. It is considered that the Level 1 coaching course is essential| 
for all who come into contact with the children and that at least one coach should! 
be qualified to Level 2 standard. 
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The club is still working towards 
this, though 2003 saw the development 
of the best and most committed team 
yet, with Tim Wilkinson, Tim Donald, 
Chris Bell and Andrew Brown doing 
most of the work, ably supported by the 
willing Dave Abbott, Mark Herbert and 
Richard Perry. 

Parental support is also vital 
and we have been very lucky with this in 
recent years. Several have lent a hand 
with coaching, match supervision, 
umpiring and scoring; many have 
shared transport duties and nearly all 
make some wonderful noises around 
the boundary when cheering on their 
team. The U13 matches invariably get 
more spectators than the 1° XI. 


2003 saw the season 
culminate in a Parents' Match in which 
a junior side took on the 'Dads'. Many 
runs were scored and much fun was had by all - including those who made some 
excellent cakes for the tea. The Club intends to continue this in future years - one 
of the side-benefits being the regular unearthing of cricket talents among the 
parents! 


Indoor Coaching 2004 


Key players over the last three years (2001- 2003) i.e. the 37 that have 
represented the club at least three times in a season. 


Jack Parkes 
Robbie Mott 
Edmund Davies 
Tom Feist-Wilson 
Simon Feist-Wilson 
Mark Herbert 


Robbie Finch 
Tom Taggart 
William Bond 
Oliver Washington 
James Stirling 
Alex Starling 


Dan Van Amelsvoort 
Harry Salter 

Robin Dawson 
Patrick Murphy 
Alistair Murphy 
Joshua Crawley 


Richard Perry 
Michael Perry 
Richard Brown 
Edward Fish 

Jamie Morrish 
Calum Dickenson 
Mark Everard 


Zach Crawley 
Ben Pawlett 
Peter Pawlett 
Chris Pawlett 
William Moody 
George Moody 
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Graham Burt 
Luke Hill 
Douglas Elder 
Chris Trimble 
William Trimble 
Tom Robertson 


In running a Junior Section it is vital that a club take account of the 
finances involved. Subscription levels invariably do not cover essential costs, 
which include coaching courses, specialist coaching, the provision of teas, and 
equipment such as bats, balls and pads. Fund raising is therefore necessary and, 
in recent times we have carried out bag packing at the local supermarket as well 
as having received generous donations from both individuals and private 
companies. 

This will need to continue if we want to maintain the standard of coaching 
at the Club, improve the quality of play and the results achieved in the matches. 
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Statistics 


ABERDEENSHIRE GRADES ASSOCIATION INDIVIDUAL WINNERS 


2001 N Gourlay Grade 1 Bowling 

1998 L Beddie Grade 2 Batting 

1998 T Wilkinson Grade 2 Bowling 
1997 R Murray Grade 4 Batting 

1995 M Potter Grade 2 Batting 

1995 K Campbell Grade 4 Batting 

1995 | Pennington Grade 4 Bowling 

1995 A Moore Grades Wicket Keeping 
1994 A Moore U/18 Duncan Watson Award 
1993 S Monk U/18 Duncan Watson Award 
1993 S Monk U/18 Bowling 

1992 A Cameron Grade 5 Bowling 

1992 A Moore Grades Wicket Keeping = 
1991 K Campbell Grade 2 Batting 

1989 A Cameron RG1 Bowling 

1988 A Cameron RG1 Bowling 

1988 M MacPherson U/18 Bowling 

1987 T Donald Grade 2 Batting 

1987 C Buston W115 Bowling 

1986 A Cameron RG1 Batting 

1985 S Rawson U/ 17 Bowling 

1984 S Rawson Youth Bowling 

1983 A Fish Grade 2 Bowling 

1981 A Johnston Grade 3 Bowling 

1978 J Cocker Grades Wicket Keeping 
1977 J Cocker Grades Wicket Keeping = 
1972 J Cocker Grades Wicket Keeping 
1970 P Wilkinson Grade 3 Batting 

1969 G Miller Grade 3 Bowling 

1969 J Cocker Grades Wicket Keeping = 
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1*' XI - RECORD BATTING PARTNERSHIPS 


1st Wicket 


2nd Wicket 
3rd Wicket ‘ 
4th Wicket 5 
5th Wicket 
6th Wicket 
7th Wicket S 
8th Wicket 
9th Wicket 
10th Wicket : 


T.Donald/P.Potter 


127 T.Donald/M.Elder 
185 D.Astle/A.Moore 
113 J.Cocker/G.Paterson 
100 R.Graves/T.Wilkinson 


96 T.Wilkinson/L.Beddie 


142 N.Gourlay/J.Donaldson 


85 T.Wilkinson/P.Wilkinson 


81 C.Pilbeam/D.Camilleri 
60 T.Wilkinson/L.Beddie 
38 J.Millar/T.Pennington 


v St Ronald 
v Academy 
Vv Bon Accord 

Vv Gordonians 

Vv A.G.S.F.P's 

v_ Banff 

v Stoneywood-Dyce 
v Windsor 

v_ Crathie 

v Stoneywood-Dyce 


v Stonehaven 


1° Xl - TOTAL NUMBER OF RUNS SCORED 


8772 
4308 
3670 
3665 
3507 
2568 
2346 
2253 
2072 
2015 
1794 
1715 
1668 
1653 
1601 
1508 
1390 
{TA 
1341 
1326 
1252 


TIM WILKINSON 
LEWIS BEDDIE 
MIKE POTTER 
JIM COCKER 
MIKE BANKS 
BILLY DOUGLAS 


MATTHEW MacPHERSON 


JIMMY ABEL 

BOB MURRAY 
JOHN HODGSON 
ALEX MOORE 

TIM DONALD 

DAVE ASTLE 

KEN CAMPBELL 
PETER WILKINSON 
KEITH JOHNSON 
NEIL GOURLAY 
STEVE RAWSON 
MALCOLM ELDER 
GEORGE PATERSON 
STEVE DUNCAN 


539 
537 
502 
488 
482 
481 
480 
473 
455 
452 
422 
420 
408 
408 
374 
370 
369 
339 
335 
333 
325 
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HAROLD DAVIDSON 
K.H.PATTERSON 
Dr. LAWSON 
GORDON MILLER 
MALCOLM PHILLIPS 
STEVE JONES 
GRAHAM DIXON 
GORDON MENNIE 
RICHARD GROVE 
JOHN MILNE 
NORMAN LESLIE 
DUNCAN ELDER 
NICK DONALD 
PHILIP GORDON 
CHARLIE ADAMS 
GEORGE ANDREW 
FRANK ANDERSON 
JIM HOLMES 

RON PRICE 
ALEXANDER GRAY 
WILLIAM TODD 


4.5.02) 
26.7.03) 
30.8.03) 
9.5.98) 
17.7.76) 
28.6.97) 
13.6.92) 
8.8.70) 
12.8.95) 
2.5.90) 
4.6.86) 


227 
1202 
17 
1072 
1053 
983 
982 
863 
816 
788 
(as 
767 
iho 
735 
714 
663 
659 
649 
625 
613 
585 
572 
559 
548 
546 
540 


LLOYD DURWARD 
BOB HOLMES 
STANLEY WILKINSON 
PHIEIP POTTER 

MIKE GUNTON 
ARTHUR PATERSON 
ALAN FISH 

RICK GRAVES 

BOB RALPH 

JOHN MILLAR 

GUY BENTINCK 
JOHN P. LAMB 

BILL HENDRY 
RUSSELL BAIN 
JIMMY RITCHIE 
ANDREW JOHNSTON 
LIONEL ANDREWS 
JERRY DONALDSON 
CHRIS PILBEAM 
JOHN KING 

JAMES TODD 

CHRIS BUSTON 
DOUGLAS LEAHY 
TERRY PENNINGTON 
ANGUS MILLIGAN 
IAN PENNINGTON 


317 
313 
310 
308 
298 
298 
295 
293 
285 
278 
275 
274 
270 
262 
260 
258 
246 
243 


233 
233 


233 


223 
222 
214 
207 
202 


STEWART BROWN 
GEORGE STRACHAN 
MALCOLM SUE-CHU 
MURRAY STEWART 
MIKE OLLIS 

DAVID RAMSAY 
E.J.CRICHTON 
JOHN LAMB 

NIGEL HUMPHRIES 
JIMMY HIRD 

C.EDIE 

RORY GIBSON 
WILLIAM OGILVIE 
KENNY GILLANDERS 
A.W.RANKIN 
TERRY McGILL 
MIKE THOMSON 
PHIL GREEN 

BRETT HOWARD 
R.HORNE 
J.M.BRIDGEFORD 
WILLY HAY 
GRAHAM EDGE 
KEITH PENNIE 
DAVID HEARD 
CRAIG MASON 


1*' XI — INDIVIDUAL BATTING PERFORMANCES 


126 Billy Douglas 
118* Tim Wilkinson 
115 Tim Donald 
108* Phil Green 
101 * Alex Moore 


* J. Donaldson 


99 Tim Donald 
98 John Milne 


RS a CS a << 


Aboyne 
Gordonians 
Ellon 
Caiedonian 
Gordonians 
AG:S..Ps 
Bon Accord 
Lads'Club 
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(3.8.35) 
(8.8.81) 
(3.8.003) 
(5.6.76) 
(9.5.98) 
(17.6.000) 
(28.6.003) 
(28.6.75) 


97 
96 


90 
89 
88 
86 


85 


83 


82 


80 


79 
77 


75 


74 


13 


72 


71 


* 


* 


ae 


* 


* 


* 


* 


i 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


G.Gunn 
R.Hammersley 
Nick Donald 
Dave Astle 
Mike Banks 
Malcolm Elder 
Bob Holmes 
Neil Gourlay 
Bill Douglas 
Tim Donald 
Ken Campbell 
Dave Astle 
Tim Wilkinson 
Neil Gourlay 
Graham Edge 
Billy Douglas 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Gunton 
Tim Wilkinson 
Jimmy Abel 


George Paterson 


George Paterson 


Tim Wilkinson 
Steve Duncan 
Alan Fish 
Levwvis Beddie 
Tim Wilkinson 
Angus Milligan 
Tim Donald 
Bill Douglas 
Tim Wilkinson 
Tim Wilkinson 
Jerry Donaldson 
Neil Gourlay 
Jim Cocker 
Mike Banks 
Mike Potter 
Lewis Beddie 
Billy Douglas 


a A I A, | a a AR A CC Oa a 


Aboyne 
Strollers 
Crescent 
Gordonians 
Bon Accord 
Queens Cross 
Windsor 

St. Ronald 
Middleton's 
Gordonians 
Banff 
Boddam 
Bon Accord 
Academy 
Gullane 
Aboyne 
AG:S.E-P's 
Stoneywood 
Westburn 
Aboyne 
Crescent 
Bon Accord 
Crescent 
Academy 
Kemnay 
Cults 
A.G.S.F.P's 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Bon Accord 
Mugiemoss 
Queen's Cross 
Gordonians 
Bon Accord 
St. Ronald 
Alford 
Gordonians 
Crathie 
Inverurie 
2nd St.Ronald 
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(29.8.03) 
(17.6.39) 
(22.8.81) 
(19.5.98) 
(19.6.82) 
(16.8.003) 
(5.6.64) 
(14.7.01) 
(16.5.36) 
(8.8.87) 
(29.6.91) 
(3.6.00) 
(12.6.93) 
(31.7.99) 
(16.6.02) 
(9.6.34) 
(24.6.78) 
(26.5.84) 
(11.8.90) 
(14.5.38) 
(7.8.76) 
(8.9.73) 
(6.7.91) 
(22.7.95) 
(5.6.82) 
(14.8.94) 
(20.8.97) 
(12.8.00) 
(30.8.003) 
(10.6.39) 
(27.7.91) 
(5.8.95) 
(16.7.00) 
(4.5.02) 
(11.7.71) 
(8.8.81) 
(15.5.94) 
(19.8.95) 
(26.6.37) 


70 


69 


68 


65 


64 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Bob Ralph 
William Todd 
Jim Holmes 
Lewis Beddie 
Mike Potter 

Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Banks 
Lewis Beddie 
Dave Astle 
Jerry Donaldson 
Tim Donald 
PA.Lumsden 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Banks 
Mike Potter 
Steve Rawson 
Matthew MacPherson 
Alan Fish 

Mike Potter 
John Hodgson 
Tim Donald 
Rick Graves 
Tim Wilkinson 
Billy Douglas 
Lloyd Durward 
Mike Banks 
Mike Potter 

Tim Wilkinson 
Matthew MacPherson 
R.W.Grove 

Billy Douglas 
Jim Cocker 

Ken Campbell 
Lewis Beddie 
Tim Wilkinson 
Dave Astle 
Matthew MacPherson 
Alex Moore 

Tim Donald 
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Caledonian 
Aboyne 
Tullos 
Inverurie 
Dunecht 
Westburn 
Stoneywood 
Inverurie 
Queens Cross 
St. Ronald 
Academy 
Stonehaven 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Kemnay 
Crathie 
Gordonians 
Artisans 
Stoneywood 
Huntly 
Kemnay 
Turriff 
Newtonhill 
Cramond 
Royal Mental Hospital 
Forestry Commission 
St.Ronald 
Inverurie 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Academy 
Ogston's 
Aboyne 
Windsor 

Dyce 

Vale of Leven 
Banff 

Artisans 
Inverurie 
Artisans 
Artisans 
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(5.6.77) 
(26.8.1893) 
(28.5.60) 
(18.7.93) 
(21.5.94) 
(8.5.82) 
(8.6.86) 
(8.8.98) 
(22.7.00) 
(4.5.02) 
(26.7. 03) 
(5.8.1882) 
(26.4.73) 
(5.6.82) 
(26.9.87) 
(13.9.92) 
(25.8.01) 
(12.8.84) 
(29.5.88) 
(6.8.77), 
(15.9.85) 
(11.6.95) 
(7.6.98) 
(21.8.37) 
(12.6.39) 
(31.7.82) 
(22.7.89) 
(13.6.92) 
(11.8.01 
(23.6.1888) 
(27.5.39) 
(27.6.70) 
(10.6.89) 
(25.6.95) 
(28.6.97) 
(16.8.97) 
(13.5.00) 
(26.5.01) 
(5.7.003) 


63 


62 


60 


59 


58 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 
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Lewis Beddie 
Jimmy Abel 
Jimmy Abel 
Simon Noakes 
Philip Potter 
Murray Stewart 
Philip Potter 
Jimmy Abel 
Peter Wilkinson 
Willy Irvine 
Steve Rawson 
Neil Gourlay 
Lloyd Durward 
John Milne 
Steve Rawson 
Tim Donald 
Mike Potter 
Malcolm Elder 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Banks 
Mike Thomson 
Rick Graves 
Tim Wilkinson 
Alex Moore 
Malcom Elder 
Peter Wilkinson 
Tim Wilkinson 
Nigel Humphries 
David Ramsay 
Mike Banks 
Tim Donald 
Mike Potter 
Rick Graves 
Mike Potter 
Rick Graves 
Matthew MacPherson 
Malcolm Elder 
Billy Douglas 
Billy Douglas 


< 
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St Ronald 
Dunecht 

2nd Grammar 
Academy 
Kintore 
Anchorians 
Bon Accord 
Middleton's 


West St.Clement's 


Crescent 
Crathie 
Ellon 

45th Old Boys 
Windsor 
Dunecht 
Gordonians 
Ellon 

Bon Accord 
St.Ronald 
Balmoral 
Inverune 
Cults 

Cults 
Huntly 
Ellon 
Windsor 
Caledonian 
Crescent 
Crathie 
Dyce 
Afford 
Cults 
Crathie 
Inverune 
Academy 
Inverurie 
Artisans 
Barry Henry XI 
Afford 
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(19.7.003) 
(20.8.32) 
(16.6.34) 
(15.5.77) 
(29.7.01) 
18.7.81) 
26.4.003) 
(18.6.38) 
(25.8.68) 
(7.9.69) 
(24.5.92) 
(26.8.0) 
(4.7.36) 
(26.6.76) 
(7.9.86) 
(6.6.92) 
(6.8.95) 
(30.8.003) 
1.7.78) 
23.5.87 


( 
( 


( 
( ) 
(28.7.90) 
(28.5.94) 
(10.5.97) 
(22.8.98) 
(18.7.99) 
(8.7.70) 
(5.6.77) 
(14.7.79) 
(12.9.81) 
(30.6.84) 
(18.9.88) 
(25.6.89) 
(21.5.95) 
(17.6.95) 
(23.8.97) 
(3.8.99) 

(24.6.01) 
(30.5.25) 
(23.6.34) 


of 


56 


55 


54 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Gordon Miller 
John Hodgson 
Alan Fish 

Lewis Beddie 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Potter 

Neil Gourlay 

Phil Green 

Mike Gunton 
Mike Banks 
Mike Banks 

Tim Wilkinson 
Russell Bain 
Mike Potter 
Lewis Beddie 
Malcolm Elder 
Tim Wilkinson 
Matthew MacPherson 
Chris Buston 
Neil Gourlay 
Jimmy Abel 

Billy Douglas 
George Paterson 
Tim Donald 
Lewis Beddie 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Potter 

Rick Graves 
Dave Astle 

Philip Potter 
Stanley Wilkinson 
Alan Fish 
Chaflie Richardson 
Mike Potter 

Mike Potter 

Mike Banks 

Mike Banks 
Keith Johnson 
Mike Potter 
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Windsor 
Caledonian 
Anchorians 
Ellon 
AGS-EP's 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Inverurie 
Windsor 
Anchorians 
Crescent 
Stonehaven 
Ellon 

Dunecht 

Leith Franklin Acads 
Gordonians 
Ellon 

Inverurie 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Boddam 
Dunecht 
Aboyne 

5/7th Gordons 
A-G:S.F.P's 
St.Ronald 
AGS F's 
A'G:S.FF's 
Crathie 

Banff 
Queens Cross 
Queens Cross 
Windsor 
Kemnay 
Artisans 
Kemnay 

Dyce 

Dunecht 
Balmoral 
Crathie 


Anchorians 
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(27.5.67) 
(4.6.77) 
(3.7.83) 
(25.6.88) 
(29.7.89) 
(13.5.95) 
(21.8.99) 
(24.4.76) 
(15.5.83) 
(15.8.87) 
(27.8.88) 
(26.6.93) 
(10.9.94) 
(7.5.95) 
(5.8.00) 
(16.6.01) 
(16.7.94) 
(12.7.97) 
(3.6.00) 
(30.6.01) 
(15.8.36) 
(25.6.38) 
(17.7.76) 
(9.5.87) 
(29.7.89) 
(27.6.93) 
(21.5.95) 
(28.6.97) 
(25.5.002) 
(16.8.003) 
(4.5.68) 
(14.8.82) 
(22.8.87) 
(7.5.89) 
(5.5.90) 
(28.4.91) 
125.5.91) 
(24.5.92) 
(24.6.95) 
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* 


* 


* 


* 
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* 


* 


* 


Sills 


* 


Chris Pilbeam 
Dr.Lawson 
Billy Douglas 
Jimmy Ritchie 
George Paterson 
John Milne 
Jim Cocker 
Malcolm Phillips 
Tim Wilkinson 
Tim Wilkinson 
Alan Fish 

Tim Donald 
Tim Wilkinson 
Brett Howard 
Philip Potter 
R.W.Grove 
Lloyd Durward 
R.Horne 

Terry McGill 
Jim Cocker 
Terry McGill 
Mike Banks 
Alan Fish 
Norman Leslie 
George Paterson 
Mike Banks 
Mike Potter 
Mike Potter 
Tim Wilkinson 
Chris Pilbeam 
Rick Graves 
Tim Wilkinson 
Tim Wilkinson 
J.J.McKenzie 
Billy Douglas 
Lloyd Durward 
Bob Holmes 
John Strachan 
Mike Banks 


a ae ee at aera a) ee a Pe a eee ree ee Mca eS OAS ae ee 
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Academy 
Aboyne 
Anchorians 
St.Andrews 
Crescent 
Mannofield 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Caledonian 
Huntly 
Fraserburgh 
Saracens 
Inverurie 
Methlick 
Cults 


Queen's Cross 


Culter 
Strollers 
Westburn 
Mannofield 
Crescent 
Alford 

Bon Accord 
Mannofield 
Caledonian 
Crescent 
Dunecht 
Cufts 
St.Ronald 
Academy 
Stonehaven 
Bon Accord 
Kemnay 


Mannofield 


2nd St.Ronald 
Royal Mental Hospital 


Fisheries 
Crescent 
Anchorians 
Academy 
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(13.7.97) 
(29.8.03) 
(1.9.34) 
(2.5.64) 
(9.6.73) 
(30.6.75) 
(17.7.76) 
(4.6.77) 
(19.8.78) 
(11.6.79) 
(28.7.84) 
(11.6.89) 
(15.6.03) 
(27.7.03) 
(16.8.03) 
(6.6.1891) 
(2.7.34) 
(1.8.36) 
(27.4.74) 
(12.7.75) 
(31.8.75) 
(24.7.83) 
(1.9.84) 
(2.7.1898) 
(12.6.73) 
(7.9.86) 
(23.7.88) 
(29.5.94) 
(20.5.95) 
(22.6.96) 
(17.5.97) 
(23.5.98) 
(26.6.98) 
(6.7.01) 
(26.7.30) 
(26.9.32) 
(27.7.68) 
(13.6.70) 
(29.5.82) 


50 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Lewis Beddie 
Matthew MacPherson 
Neil Gourlay 
J.Keay 

Billy Douglas 
George Paterson 
Bob Murray 

Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Banks 
Mike Banks 
Mike Banks 
Lewis Beddie 
Ken Campbell 
Lewis Beddie 
Tim Wilkinson 
Mike Potter 
John Millar 

Neil Gourlay 
Lewis Beddie 
Philip Potter 


Boroughmuir 
Crathie 

Cults 

Alford 
Middleton's 
Mannofield 
Anchorians 
Mannofield 
Anchorians 
Alford 

Dyce 

Balmoral 
Queen's Cross 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Dunecht 
Newtonhill 
St.Ronald 
Queen's Cross 
Queen's Cross 
St Ronald 
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(1.5.94) 
(10.8.97) 
(15.6.02) 
(19.5.30) 
(19.6.37) 
(27.4.74) 
(29.6.74) 
(3.7.76) 

(30.7.83) 
(9.9.84) 

(8.9.85) 

(21.7.91) 
(4.8.91) 

(28.8.92) 
(5.6.93) 

(24.6.95) 
(17.8.97) 
(22.7.00) 
(25.5.02) 
(17.5.03) 


HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL BATTING SCORES AGAINST BANCHORY 


185 * 
141* 
133 
132 
126 
it 
110* 


109 
108 * 
LOT * 


F. Awan 
G.Murray 
B.Alexander 
A.Morton 
R.Ferro 
J.Fraser 
D.Meres 
G.Watson 
R.Ferro 
S.Milne 
|.McCrae 
A.Meres 
D.Woods 
A.Petrie 
Dr.Annandale 
R.Moncreffe 
A.Campbell 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


Accord 

Crathie 

Cults 

Stonehaven 
Windsor 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Westburn 

Dunecht 

Windsor 

Dunecht 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Bon Accord 
Inverurie 

Kintore 

Royal Mental Hospital 
Viscount Ednam's Xl 
St. Ronald 
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(30.8.03) 
(18.9.99) 
(22.5.93) 
(27.4.02) 
(29.4.72) 
(20.7.96) 
(8.8.92) 
(5.6.93) 
(27.6.70) 
(30.6.01) 
(13.6.92) 
(4.7.92) 
(24.4.99) 
(31.5.97) 
(23.7.28) 
(23.9.1882) 
(1.8.92) 


* 


87 


76 


M.Strachan 
|.Cumming 
|. Hopkin 
J.Fraser 
B.Alexander 
A.Bone 
G.Gomez 
P.Coetzer 
B.Alexander 
D.Anderson 
S.Murrison 
C.Moir 
A.F.Payne 
M.Brown 
A.Meres 
C.Burnett 
J.Morgan 
A.Meres 
C.Laird 
J.M.Robertson 
D.Paton 
G.Robertson 
B.Alexander 
F.Awan 
H.Latchman 
B.Alexander 
S.Stephen 
R.Blair 
A.Forsyth 
R.Blair 
D.Anderson 
R.Balsillie 
W.Strachan 
D.Anderson 
P.Upjohn 
S.Mackenzie 
A. Morton 

T. Carlin 
|.McCrae 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


for 


- for 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


for 


Inverurie 
Artisans 
A.G.S.F.P'S 
Balmoral 
Cults 
Caledonian 
Cults 
Soneywood-Dyce 
Cults 
St.Ronald 
Inverurie 


Stoneywood-Dyce 


Viscount Ednam's XI 


Bon Accord 
Bon Accord 
Inverurie 
St.Ronald 
Bon Accord 
Kintore 
Mannofield 
Stoneywood 
St.Ronald 
Cults 

Bon Accord 
St.Ronald 
Cults 

Bon Accord 
Fraserburgh 
Artisans 
Fraserburgh 
Westburn 
Cults 
Inverurie 
Kintore 
Cults 
Artisans 
Stonehaven 
Inverurie 


Stoneywood 
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(24.4.99) 
(29.4.95) 
(28.4.73) 
(11.6.83) 
(5.7.98) 
(25.7.76) 
(23.8.92) 
(29.8.92) 
(28.5.94) 
(27.7.96) 
(30.7.89) 
(4.6.94) 
(23.9.1882) 
(3.6.90) 
(23.6.90) 
(8.8.98) 
(1.7.78) 
(3.6.90) 
(30.4.94) 
(21.7.27) 
(20.5.89) 
(31.7.82) 
(10.5.97) 
(1.6.02) 
(30.4.83) 
(17.8.02) 
(24.5.75) 
(14.6.80) 
(15.6.97) 
(5.5.79) 
(8.5.82) 
(21.7.01) 
(15.6.85) 
(5.5.01) 
(8.7.89) 
(26.8.95) 
(3.7.99) 
(2.7.00) 
(26.5.85) 


H.Keay for Stoneywood 
75 P. Winefield for Cults 


LOWEST SCORE BY BANCHORY 
8 - Dyce - 1.7.67 

LOWEST SCORE BY OPPONENTS 
8 - Craigton - 10.5.58 

HIGHEST SCORE BY BANCHORY 
253 for 4 (40 overs) v Gordonians - 8.8.81 

253 for 8 (49.2 overs) v Bon Accord - 28.5.2003 
HIGHEST SCORE BY OPPONENTS 
291 for 4 (40 overs) v Bon Accord - 28.5.2003 
MOST RUNS IN A SEASON 

747 - M. Potter - 1995 

BEST BATTING AVERAGE 

63.7 - L. Beddie - 1998 
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(12.5.90) 
(15.6.02) 


1° XI - TOTAL NUMBER OF WICKETS TAKEN 


1061 
446 
349 
327 
290 
280 
280 
274 
269 
258 
218 
199 
193 
166 
163 
158 
152 
149 
137 
132 
125 
109 

96 
96 
95 
85 


TIM WILKINSON 
JIMMY ABEL 
ANDREW JOHNSTON 
DOUGLAS LEAHY 
GORDON MILLER 
HAROLD DAVIDSON 
LLOYD DURWARD 
KEITH JOHNSON 
JOHN MILLAR 

BOB MURRAY 
PETER WILKINSON 
DAVE ASTLE 

CYRIL DAVIDSON 
STEVE RAWSON 
STANLEY WILKINSON 
BILLY DOUGLAS 
E.J.CRICHTON 
STEVE DUNCAN 
ARTHUR PATERSON 
JOHN HODGSON 
ALAN FISH 
A.W.RANKIN 
MATTHEW MacPHERSON 
IAN PENNINGTON 
NEIL GOURLAY 
MALCOLM ELDER 


82 CRAIG MASON 

82 DUNCAN ELDER 

80 TERRY PENNINGTON 
80 GORDON HUMBLE 
80 J.W.STUART 

71 K.H.PATTERSON 

71. WILLIAM OGILVIE 

67 STEVE THOMSON 

63 ALFRED McCRAE 

63 BILL HENDRY 

61 JOHNLAMB 

61 ALASTAIR CAMERON 
57. J.J.MACKENZIE 

55 WILLY HAY 

49. JOHN P.LAMB 

47 TIMDONALD 

46 J.McDONALD 

43. JERRY DONALDSON 
40 CHRIS PILBEAM 

38 RICK GRAVES 

38 MIKE POTTER 

33. NEIL BUCHAN 

30 CHARLIE RICHARDSON 
28 BRETT HOWARD 

27 RICHARD BROWN 


1°*' Xl - BOWLING PERFORMANCES 


9 for 11 
9 for 17 
9 for 19 
8 for 2 
8 for 6 
8 for 7 


Peter Wilkinson 
G.Marr 

Tim Wilkinson 
Gordon Miller 
J. W. Stuart 
Peter Wilkinson 


Crescent 

R.M.H. 

Crescent 

Y.M.C.A. 

McKinnon's Engineers 
West St.Clements 


CeCe De er 
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( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


22.6.68) 
14.5.28) 
14.7.79) 
22.8.64) 
12.7.1890) 
31.8.68) 


8 for 8 
8 for 9 
8 for 10 
8 for 11 
8 for 12 
8 for 15 
8 for 16 
8 for 16 
8 for 17 
8 for 18 
8 for 18 
8 for 20 
8 for 21 
8 for 22 
8 for 23 
7 for 4 
# for 5 
7 for 5 
7 for 6 
7 for 8 
7 for 9 
7 for 9 
7 for 10 


7 for 11 
7 for 11 


7 for 11 
7 for 11 
maior 11 


wmtor 12 
7 for 12 
7 for 13 
7 for 13 


7 for 14 
7 for 14 


7 for 14 
7 for 14 
7 for 15 
7 for 15 
7 for 15 


Andrew Johnston 
Dave Astle 

John Davidson 
Harold Davidson 
G.D.Leahy 

J Lamb 
H.Douglas 

Tim Wilkinson 
Cyril Davidson 
A.W.Rankin 
Jimmy Abel 
Jimmy Abel 
Andrew Johnston 
Gordon Miller 
Andrew Johnston 
G.D.Leahy 
J.Lamb 
S.Lindsay 
Jimmy Abel 
G.D.Leahy 
A.F.Paterson 
Jimmy Abel 
C.Dougall 
AW.Rankin 
Jimmy Abel 

Cyril Davidson 
Gordon Miller 
Andrew Johnston 
Cyril Davidson 
Nick Donald 

J.J. McKenzie 
G.D.Leahy 
Gordon Miller 
Tim Wilkinson 
Andrew Johnston 
Andrew Johnston 
Alfred McCrae 
Harold Davidson 
Steve Duncan 


Vv Crathie 

Vv 3rd Stoneywood Dyce 
Clyne, Mitchell's 
Y.M.C.A. 

Bankers 

Granite Works 
Aboyne 
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Caledonian 
Westburn 
Aboyne 


ie 


Aboyne 
Mugiemoss 
Turriff 

Crathie 

Banff 

Barry, Henry XI 
Grammar School 
Hall Russell's 
Stonehaven 
Ballater 
Kittybrewster Mechanics 
Alford 

Craighton 

West St.Clements 
Alford 

Tullos 

Y.M.C.A. 
Crescent 


ee ee ie ee SS Ree (Sew CS SS eS FS 


< 


Stoneywood 
Caledonian 
H.M.Theatre 
St.Andrews 
Ellon 

Bon Accord 
Dunecht 
Dunecht 
Mugiemoss 
Fisheries 


eee ac ec ee ecient ee Re Ser 8 


Gordonians 
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(31.5.81) 
(30.5.98) 
(30.5.03) 
(30.4.60) 
(6.6.31) 

30.5.03) 
6.8.38) 

(17.6.78) 
(7.5.60) 

(13.8.27) 
(9.6.30) 

(4.6.38) 

(24.6.84) 
(10.5.66) 
(23.5.81) 
(30.5.25) 
( ) 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


( 
( 


13.6.04 
4.7.59) 
3.5.30) 
21.6.24) 
2.9.1893) 
14.5.32) 
27.8.32) 
27.8.27) 
24.8.35) 
(2.8.58) 
(19.6.64) 
(22.8.81) 
(12.8.84) 
(16.5.81) 
(21.5.1898) 
(15.5.26) 
(14.6.69) 
(7.7.79) 
(26.8.79) 
(26.7.81) 
(16.5.25) 
(4.6.60) 
(11.7.98) 


7 for 16 
7 for 18 
7 for 18 
7 for 19 


7 for 20 
7 for 20 


7 for 20 


7 for 21 
7 for 21 
6 for 3 
6 for 6 
6 for 7 
6 for 7 


6 for 8 
6 for 8 


6 for 8 


6 for 9 
6 for 9 
6 for 10 


6 for 10 
6 for 10 


6 for 10 
6 for 10 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 11 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 13 
6 for 13 
6 for 13 


J.Kenny 
J.P.Lamb 
John Davidson 
Neil Gourlay 
G.D.Leahy 
Cyril Davidson 
Gordon Miller 
G.Webster 
Steve Duncan 
A.W.Rankin 
G.D.Leahy 
EACrichton 
Lloyd Durward 
W.McDonald 
|.Mearns 

Tim Wilkinson 
Jimmy Abel 
Billy Douglas 
William Ogilvie 
Jimmy Abel 
J.McDonald 
Gordon Miller 
John Davidson 
G.D.Leahy 
G.D.Leahy 
Alfred McCrae 
Gordon Miller 
Gordon Miller 
Andrew Johnston 
Steve Thomson 
A.F.Paterson 
D.Gunn 
G.D.Leahy 
Cyril Davidson 
Harold Davidson 
Tim Wilkinson 
A.Lumsden 
G.D.Leahy 
Gordon Miller 


<b <i ss < 
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Craighton 
Aboyne 
Anchorians 
Bon Accord 
Aboyne 

Dyce 

West St.Clements 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Turriff 
Ballater 
University 2nd X| 
Ballater 
Ballater 
Stonehaven 
Senior Youth 
Dyce 

Ballater 

2nd St.Ronald 
Stonehaven 
Aboyne 
Trinfty 
Woodside 
Kemnay 
Stonehaven 
Alford 
Mugiemoss 
Bon Accord 
Crescent 
Anchorians 
A.G.S.F.P's 


Burgh Surveyor's Office 


Free South 
Y.M.C.A. 
Lads'Club 
Mannofield 
Inverurie 
Stonehaven 
Aboyne 
St.Andrews 
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(9.6.32) 
(7.6.24) 
(29.5.71) 
(4.8.01) 
(2.8.28) 
(15.8.64) 
(29.7.67) 
(9.6.28) 
(13.6.98) 
(19.6.28) 
(7.5.27) 
(1.7.05) 
(28.4.32) 
(29.6.57) 
(17.5.58) 
(29.7.90) 
(30.5.31) 
(26.6.37) 
(31.7.24) 
(13.6.31) 
(8.9.56) 
(1.5.65) 
(20.8.66) 
(12.5.23) 
(20.6.25) 
(27.6.25) 
(16.5.64) 
(3.5.66) 
(28.6.81) 
(15.7.95) 
(21.7.1894) 
(23.8.02) 
(16.8.24) 
(25.7.59) 
(27.4.74) 
(28.7.86) 
(13.9.1884) 
(26.7.24) 
(5.8.63) 


6 for 13 
6 for 13 
6 for 13 


6 for 14 
6 for 14 


6 for 15 
6 for 15 


6 for 15 
6 for 15 
6 for 16 
6 for 16 
6 for 16 
6 for 16 
6 for 17 
6 for 17 
6 for 17 
6 for 18 
6 for 18 
6 for 18 
6 for 18 
6 for 18 


5 for 1 
5 for 1 
5 for 2 
5 for 3 
5 for 4 
5 for 5 


5 for 5 
5S for 5 


~§ for 5 
5 for 5 
5 for 5 
5 for 5 
5 for 5 
5 for 6 
5 for 6 
5 for 6 
5 for 6 


5 for 8 


G.Milne 

Tim Wilkinson 
Jerry Donaldson 
Jimmy Abel 
Harold Davidson 
William Oglivie 
Jimmy Abel 
Jimmy Abel 
J.Lamb 
EJ.Crichton 
E.J.Crichton 
J.Howie 
G.D.Leahy 
R.Horne 

Lloyd Durward 
Harold Davidson 
E.J.Crichton 
AW.Rankin 
Lloyd Durward 
Jimmy Abel 
R.Burnett 
J.P.Lamb 
J.McDonald 
E.J.Crichton 
Billy Douglas 
John Hodgson 
D.Gunn 

William Ogilvie 
AW.Rankin 
G.D.Leahy 
Lloyd Durward 
Bob Murray 

Tim Wilkinson 
Keith Johnson 
Bill Hendry 
G.D.Leahy 
AW.Rankin 
Harold Davidson 
G.D.Leahy 


CSS aie BS I Ss <a ~<a << Se ~<A CIR <tr << tne <n Ne ch a A er fy 


St.Andrews 
Largo 

St Ronald 
Strollers 
Lads'Club 
Ballater 
Y.M.C.A. 
Peterhead 
Granite Works 
Westburn 
Braemar 
St.Ronald Strollers 
Balmoral 
Ballater 
Ballater 
Great Western 
Crescent A 
Ballater 
Aboyne 
Ballater 
Stonehaven 
Veterans 
Craighton 
Rose 
Aboyne 
Ellon 

Rose 
Mugiemoss 
Aboyne 
R.M.H. 
Dunecht 
Huntly 
Kemnay 
St.Ronald 
Balmoral 
Balmoral 
Laurencekirk 
Caledonian 
Stonehaven 
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(30.5.64) 
(2.5.93) 
(14.7.0) 
(13.8.38) 
(1.7.61) 
(5.7.24) 
(27.6.36) 
(29.5.37) 
(6.6.03) 
(28.9.03) 
(23.7.04) 
(3.6.05) 
(25.4.25) 
(30.7.36) 
(9.6.38) 
(19.5.56) 
(27.6.03) 
(18.6.27) 
(11.8.34) 
(24.6.37) 
(30.8.58) 
(14.5.31) 
(25.5.37) 
(8.8.03) 
(9.8.30) 
(20.6.70) 
(8.8.03) 
(12.7.24) 
(3.7.26) 
(7.5.27) 
(21.5.32) 
(27.5.79) 
(23.6.79) 
(7.6.86) 
(13.9.24) 
(26.7.26) 
(5.8.27) 
(28.7.73) 
(14.6.24) 


5 for 8 
5 for 8 


5 for 9 
5 for 9 


5 for 9 


5 for 10 
5 for 10 


5 for 11 
5 for 11 


5 for 11 
5 for 11 
5 for 11 
5 for 11 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
5 for 12 
SOS 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 14 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 


AW.Rankin 
Harold Davidson 
Lloyd Durward 
Tim Wilkinson 
David Ramsay 
Gordon Miller 
Tim Wilkinson 
G.D.Leahy 
G.Cook 

Jimmy Abel 
Cyril Davidson 
Alan Fish 

Keith Johnson 
J.J.McKenzie 
G.D . Leahy 
Jimmy Abel 
Lloyd Durward 
George Andrew 
Peter Wilkinson 
Malcolm Phillips 
David Ramsay 
Andrew Johnston 
E J.Crichton 

G. D. Leahy 
Alfred McRae 
Lloyd Durward 
Harold Davidson 
J.McDonald 
R.Briggs 
Gordon Miller 
Stanley Wilkinson 
Andrew Johnston 
J Lamb 

Jimmy Abel 
|.Mearns 
Gordon Miller 
John Davidson 
Tim Wilkinson 


Neil Campbell 


ME IY Sa CI OC IC tes PS eC es a SS 
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Royal Mental Hospital 
Tullos 
Strollers 
Caledonian 
Banff 
Y.M.C.A. 
Gordonians 
Aboyne 
Aboyne 
Ballater 
Y.M.C.A. 

Ellon 

Turriff 

Culter 

Ballater 
Aboyne 
Crescent 
Venetians 
West St.Clements 
Dunecht 
Boddam 
Anchorians 
Inverurie Loco Mechanics 
Mugiemoss 
Woodside 
Kemnay 

Dyce 

Windsor 
Great Westem 
Kemnay 
Kemnay 
Crathie 
Balmoral 
Ballater 
Henderson's 
North 

Ellon 
Academy 


Crescent 
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(9.5.27) 
(1.9.56) 
(7.7.34) 
(1.8.71) 
(9.8.81) 
(23.5.64) 
(30.5.87) 
(14.8.26) 
(9.8.30) 
(15.7.37) 
(23.5.64) 
(2.6.84) 
(25.4.87) 
(22.5.1897) 
(4.7.31) 
(19.9.31) 
(15.5.37) 
(9.7.38) 
(1.9.69) 
(21.5.77) 
(2.8.80) 
(15.5.83) 
(20.6.03) 
(12.7.24) 
(2.5.05) 
(27.5.33) 
(30.6.56) 
(17.8.57) 
(6.8.60) 
(3.7.65) 
(22.5.76) 
(31.5.80) 
(23.5.03) 
(6.8.27) 
(7.6.58) 
(11.5.63) 
(23.8.69) 
(3.5.75) 
(23.7.77) 


5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 13 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 
= tor 15 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 
5 for 15 


BEST BOWLING PERFORMANCES AGAINST BANCHORY: 


10 for 22 
9 for 20 
9 for 21 
9 for 25 
9 for 26 
9 for 28 
9 for 30 
8 for 8 
8 for 10 
8 for 10 
8 for 11 
8 for 11 
8 for 13 
8 for 15 
8 for 17 
8 for 18 
8 for 18 
8 for 20 
8 for 20 
8 for 21 
8 for 24 
8 for 28 
8 for 29 
8 for 32 


Andrew Johnston 
Tim Wilkinson 
Keith Johnston 
EACrichton 
Jimmy Abel 
Jimmy Abel 

Cyril Davidson 
Gordon Humble 
Bob Murray 

Tim Wilkinson 
Andrew Johnston 
Keith Johnson 


B.Duncan 
A.L.Wood 
J.Marr 
R.Murray 
J.E.Birkbeck 
A.Watson 
J.Argo 
Morley Brown 
J.Mearns 
|.Young 
A.D.Robison 
F.Murray 
G.L.Steele 
R.Ewen 
C.Reid 

J. Wyllie 
D.Horne 
M.Pocock 
D.Anderson 
T.Foley 
R.Downie 
B.Adams 
A.|Innes 


|.Salmon 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


Crathie 
Inverurie 


Gordonians 


Alford 
Stonehaven 
Fisheries 
Kemnay 
Boddam 
Caledonian 
Dyce 

Turriff 


Ge oS: Si Ge Ge. Keo a Se Se Sos 


Kemnay 
Stonehaven 
Y.M.C.A. 
Alford 
Craighton 
Y.M.C.A. 
Aboyne 
Mannofield 
Woodside 
Caledonian 
Stonehaven 
Bon Accord 
West St Clements 
Alford 
Mugiemoss 
Stewart Park 
Turriff 
Gordonians 
Westbum 
Huntly 
Holburn Central 
Inverurie 
Gordonians 
R.A.F.Buchan 
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Kittybrewster Mechanics 


26.8.79) 
22.7.89) 
6.6.92) 
15.6.01) 
18.7.31) 
8.8.31) 
12.6.58) 
7.6.75) 
13.8.77) 
2.9.77) 
30.6.84) 
23.8.87) 


Pe eee ee ee ee 


(4.8.62) 
(1.8.1893) 
(11.6.38) 
(20.6.25) 
(23.8.30) 
(22.8.64) 
(15.8.36) 
(13.6.1891) 
(1.5.26) 
(2.9.79) 
(27.5.1893) 
(8.5.76) 
(15.8.59) 
(8.5.65) 
(12.6.24) 
(4.7.03) 
(27.8.66) 
(10.5.80) 
(23.7.83) 
(25.8.79) 
(1.6.35) 
(11.8.73) 
(7.7.73) 
(6.6.73) 


8 for 33 
8 for 33 
8 for 35 
8 for 36 
8 for 46 
8 for 48 
7 for 3 
7 for 4 
7 for 5 
7 for 7 
7 for 8 
7 for 8 
7 for 10 
7 for 10 
7 for 12 
7 for 12 
7 for 13 
7 for 14 
7 for 14 


mton 15 
7 for 15 


7 for 15 


6 for 0 
6 for 1 
6 for 2 
6 for 4 
6 for 5 


6 for 6 
6 for 6 


6 for 6 
6 for 8 
6 for 8 
6 for 8 


6 for 9 
6 for 9 
6 for 10 
6 for 10 
6 for 11 
6 for 12 


R.Elder 
N.Gourlay 
J.J.Alexander 
J.Kynoch 
A.Woodman 
A.Mudie 
G.Taylor 
J.A.Fraser 
R.Ferrier 
M.Pocock 
A.A.Patterson 
S.Stuart 
R.Gibb 
G.Middleton 
G.Shewan 
R.Balsillie 
P.Gray 
A.Baird 
M.S.Stuart 
P.Gait 
R.Balsillie 
G.Gomez 
W.Lawson 
J.S.Riddell 
J.A.Bumett 
M.Clubb 
F.Murray 
J.G.Blyth 

? Brown 
J.C.A.Hobbs 
G.Black 
A.F.Smith 
A.McAllan 
A.Patterson 
J.Kenny 
W.Murray 
J.Hadden 
AALockhart 
F.Rae 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


Crathie 

Cults 

Boddam 

Strollers 

Gordonians 
St.Ronald 

Dyce 

Anchorians 

Windsor 

Gordonians 

Ballater 

Alford 

Y.M.C.A. 

Aboyne 

Dyce 

Cults 

Turriff 

Royal Mental Hospital 
Ellon 

Stonehaven 

Cults 

Cults 

Woodside 

King's College 
Aberdeenshire Wanderers 
Crescent 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Grammar School 
Tullos 

A.G.S.F.P's 
Kittybrewster Mechanics 
Balmoral 

LadsClub 

Ballater 

Royal Mental Hospital 
Aboyne 

Westburn 
A.G.S.F.P's 


Grammar School 
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(15.5.94) 
(9.8.003) 
(24.7.76) 
(7.7.34) 
(11.7.98) 
(25.8.90) 
(1.7.67) 
(2.5.81) 
(28.6.58) 
(22.7.78) 
(4.7.31) 
(14.5.32) 
(15.9.62) 
(15.6.29) 
(9.5.64) 
(28.8.93) 
(29.7.61) 
(9.5.27) 
(25.5.88) 
(18.6.86) 
(1.9.90) 
(23.8.92) 
(28.8.66) 
(21.6.1884) 
(11.7.1892) 
(12.6.76) 
(13.7.02) 
(22.6.29) 
(1.9.56) 
(27.8.78) 
(8.7.1899) 
(24.5.30) 
(1.6.57) 
(6.8.27) 
(12.5.30) 
(7.6.24) 
(18.8.62) 
(11.5.29) 
(13.5.05) 


6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 12 
6 for 13 
6 for 13 
6 for 13 
6 for 14 
6 for 14 
6 for 14 
6 for 14 
6 for 15 
6 for 15 
6 for 15 
6 for 15 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 
5 for 3 


5 for 5 
mo for 5 
~—~§ for 6 


5 for 6 


fo for 7 


: 


5 for 7 


| 5 for 7 


5 for 7 


5 for7 


5 for 8 
5 for 8 


5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 8 


W.Goodfellow 
? Theron 
E.Thomson 
A.Cameron 
A.Black 
A.Busby 

J. Coward 
W.Watt 
A.Busby 
C.Forbes 
P.Knight 

? Scrimgeour 
G.Cook 
W.Chisnall 
A.Fletcher 
G.Watson 
G.Chisnell 
C.Johnston 
G.Coutts 
R.Greig 
S.Stavert 
H.Young 
R.Balsillie 
A.Donald 
A.R.Davidson 
G.Coutts 
Masson 
J.Scott 
J.Sim 
A.Busby 
J.Christie 
A.Kemp 

? Mackie 

? Coutts 
G.Coutts 
R.Murray 
A.Busby 
J.Hendry 
A.Mackie 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


Stonehaven 
University 2nd XI 
Ellon 

St.Ronald 


Kittybrewster Mechanics 


Alford 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Balmoral 
Ballater 
Anchorians 
Mannofield 
Shinnie's Employees 
Bankers 
Ballater 
A.G.S.F.P's 
Aboyne 
Ballater 
Turriff 
Aboyne 
Stonehaven 
Holburn 

Dyce 

Cults 
Braemar 
Turriff 
Aboyne 

North 

Huntly 

West St. Clements 
Ballater 

Dyce 

Crathie 

Orion 

Orion 

Aboyne 
Alford 
Ballater 

45th Old Boys 
Turriff 
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(3.5.30) 
(9.5.37) 
(3.6.64) 
(29.7.78) 
(14.7.00) 
(11.6.27) 
(6.6.97) 
(25.4.25) 
(17.8.35) 
(27.5.64) 
(20.5.72) 
(18.8.06) 
(17.7.33) 
(21.7.38) 
(30.7.61) 
(14.8.26) 
(16.7.36) 
(28.7.56) 
(11.8.28) 
(8.8.31) 
(3.6.33) 
(5.5.56) 
(29.4.89) 
(23.7.04) 
(28.7.56) 
(14.8.26) 
(18.7.59) 
(30.6.28) 
(29.8.31) 
(25.6.32) 
(5.5.56) 
(10.5.66) 
(26.6.1897) 
(26.6.1897) 
(6.6.25) 
(16.5.31) 
(25.6.32) 
(29.7.39) 
(11.5.57) 


5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 8 
5 for 9 
5 for 9 
5 for 9 
5 for 9 


5 for 10 


5 for 10 
5 for 10 


5 for 10 
5 for 10 
5 for 10 
5 for 10 


R.Shewan 
R.Middleton 
J.Fraser 
|.Leask 

? Holmes 
|.Slessor 
A.G.Moir 
R.Lamb Sr 
A.Anderson 
D.MacMillan 
J.Murray 
C.Forbes 
D.Ogilvie 
F.Murray 


J.Donaldson 


for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 
for 


for 


MOST WICKETS IN A SEASON 
88 - A. Johnston - 1981 


BEST BOWLING AVERAGE 


4.35 - J McDonald - 1957 


HAT-TRICKS FOR 


E.J. Crichton 


J. Abel 

G.D. Leahy 
J. Marr 
G.D. Leahy 
G. Stephen 
H. Davidson 
R. Murray 
T. Wilkinson 
R. Murray 


S. Thomson 


HAT-TRICKS AGAINST 


G. Black 

G. Watson 
G. Raeburn 
I. McIntosh 
G.L. Steele 


Lads Club 
Lads Club 
Anchorians 
Dyce 
Stonehaven 
Braemar 
Bankers 
Dyce 

Orion 
Ballater 
Aboyne 
Anchorians 
Anchorians 
Bon Accord 
Academy 


Kittybrewster Mechanics 
Aboyne 

Venetians 

P.O.Bon Accord 

West St. Clement's 
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(25.7.59) 
(23.6.62) 
(30.5.65) 
(12.5.85) 
(13.9.1884) 
(25.7.03) 
(6.6.31) 
(10.9.67) 
(10.6.1899) 
(8.8.25) 
(12.9.25) 
(1.9.62) 
(13.8.67) 
(9.6.79) 
(4.6.83) 


(23.7.04) 
(21.5.27) 
(11.6.27) 
(14.5.28) 
(2.8.28) 
(17.8.29 
( 
(12.6.71 
(27.5.79 
( 
( 


1.9.79) 
21.5.94) 


) 
30.4.60) 
) 
) 


14.8.1897) 


( 

(14 8.26) 
(9.7.38) 
(21.6.59) 
(15.8.59) 


J. Hendry Windsor 


R. Ewen Alford 

W. Lawson Woodside 
FOUR WICKETS IN FOUR BALLS 

A. Low Mugiemoss 
M. Bayman Stoneywood 


MOST CATCHES BY A WICKET-KEEPER IN A SEASON 
24 - A. Moore - 1995 

MOST CATCHES BY A FIELDER IN A SEASON 

17 - T. Wilkinson - 1988 

MOST STUMPINGS BY A WICKET-KEEPER IN A SEASON 
14 - J. Cocker - 1971 

MOST CATCHES IN A MATCH BY A KEEPER 

4-J. Cocker - 21.8.76 & 1.7.78 

4-A. Moore - 20.8.94 

MOST CATCHES IN A MATCH BY A FIELDER 

4 —- J. Hodgson Jnr. - 20.7.79 

4—K. Campbell - 1.7.89 

4-T. Wilkinson - 3.8.91 

_4-A. Webster - 10.8.91 

_4—K. Campbell - 18.8.91 

4—T. Wilkinson - 14.5.94 

4-C. Pilbeam - 29.4.95 
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(14.5.60) 
(25.6.66) 
(28.8.66) 


(18.6.36) 
(12.8.89) 


2" XI - RECORD BATTING PARTNERSHIPS 


ist Wicket 27 C Chapman/M Jenkins Vv Balmoral 18/6/88 
2nd Wicket 136 M MacPherson / R Murray Vv Anchorians 15/7/00 
3rd Wicket 129 G Burt / T Wilkinson Vv Academy 11/5/02 
4th Wicket 164 L Beddie / R Murray Vv Kintore 24/7/99 
5th Wicket 104 * R Murray/G Henley Vv Dyce 30/6/84 
6th Wicket 75 T Wilkinson /I Pennington Vv Queen's X 28/8/99 
7th Wicket 61 R Ralph/I Ramsay Vv Mannofield 23/8/81 
8th Wicket US R Murray/J B Kenworthy Vv Inverurie 17/5/86 
9th Wicket 57 M Jenkins/G Henley Vv Ellon 18/8/85 
10th Wicket 28 K Campbell/L Andrews v Crescent 1/7/95 
2"? XI - TOTAL NUMBER OF RUNS SCORED 
3482 R Murray 321 M Potter 
2516 K Campbell 316 M Smith 
2134 M Ollis 314 R Ralph 
1475 T Pennington 304 R Ollis 
1340 T Wilkinson 280 D Eaton 
1116 S Jones 277 F Bain 

861 J B Kenworthy 273 | Stirling 

726 M MacPherson 270 D Steel 

703 | Pennington 268 C Mason 

699 T Donald 244 P Search 

622 J A Hodgson 234 G Henley 

614 G Hadley 228 S Rawson 

599 L Beddie 223 S Willetts 

§93 C Buston 217 J Turnbull 

570 J Reid 202 K Clubb 

567 C Chapman 197 S Monk 

566 C Wilson 176 P Gordon 

556 A Cameron 172 S Wilkinson 

514 D Sabnis 166 V Coutts 

474 A Webster 166 M Jenkins 

385 A Moore 161 R Laing 

376 L Andrews 158 M Elder 

376 J Millar 157 U Ekanayake 

362 T Giles 148 A Taylor 
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2° XI - INDIVIDUAL BATTING PERFORMANCES 


123 
112 
106 
104 
103 
98 
97 
94 
93 
93 
92 
86 
84 
83 
83 
82 


A Moore 

L Beddie 

M MacPherson 
A Moore 

K Campbell 
M Ollis 

S Jones 

A Barot 

T Donald 

J Reid 

M Ollis 

M Ollis 

D Heard 

T Wilkinson 
M Elder 

T Donald 

M Ollis 

M MacPherson 
M Ollis 

C Buston 

| Pennington 
J Lee 

T Donald 

A Milligan 

K Campbell 
R Murray 

S Willetts 

K Campbell 
T Wilkinson 
K Campbell 
K Campbell 
M Ollis 

M Ollis 

M Ollis 

K Campbell 
C Chapman 
M Ollis 

S Rawson 
M Jenkins 

G Henley 

U Ekanayake 
K Counsell 
R Murray 

R Murray 

| Pennington 
J Millar 

T Donald 

T Wilkinson 
J Reid 

K Campbell 
K Campbell 
M MacPherson 
K Campbell 
C Pilbeam 
M Ollis 


SES SES SOS ICES SiC “ih CSS SAE eh ad hd ER A de ta ep NC I oon ee a I td) oe eh A a gee te a 


Queen's Cross 
Kintore 
Anchorians 
Portcullis 
RAF Buchan 
Balmoral 
Mannofield 
St Ronald 
Turriff 

RAF Buchan 
Inverurie 
Stoneywood 
St Ronald 
Crescent 
RAF Buchan 
Turriff 
Crescent 
AGSFPS 
Balmoral 
Westburn 
Inverurie 
Fraserburgh 
Mannofield 
Boddam 
Crescent 
Inverurie 
Balmoral 
Ellon 
Academy 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Portcullis 
Inverurie 
Cults 
Westburn 
Kintore 
Kintore 

RAF Buchan 
Cults 
Balmoral 
Dyce 
AGSFPS 
Kemnay 
Queen’s Cross 
Mannofield 
Queen's Cross 
AGSFPS 
Inverurie 
Queen’s Cross 
Cults 

Ellon 
Anchorians 
Balmoral 
Anchorians 
Ellon 
AGSFPS 
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22/7/00 
24/7/99 
15/7/00 

3/5/97 

6/5/95 
20/5/89 

9/7/94 
26/6/82 
22/6/02 
16/7/94 
28/7/90 
30/7/88 
21/7/84 
26/5/01 
12/8/95 

7/9/02 
29/4/95 
21/5/94 
16/6/90 

6/7/91 
28/7/96 
19/5/01 
17/8/02 
20/6/98 

1/7/95 
17/5/86 

3/7/82 
24/8/96 
11/5/02 

3/6/00 
26/6/99 
19/8/95 

1/5/93 
18/8/90 
11/5/85 
23/5/92 
21/8/94 
18/6/94 
18/6/88 
30/6/84 
23/5/87 
23/8/03 

7/6/97 

8/5/93 
28/8/99 
23/5/87 
31/5/03 
22/7/00 
18/6/94 
15/7/95 

5/5/01 
16/9/89 

8/8/98 
30/4/94 

6/6/92 


* * * * 


G McQuillan 
C Buston 

K Campbell 
A Moore 

J Hodgson 
T Pennington 
R Murray 

M Smith 

D Sabnis 

J Hodgson 
T Wilkinson 
M Ollis 

T Wilkinson 
R Murray 

J Turnbull 

S Jones 

D Sabnis 

S Rawson 

| Pennington 
T Wilkinson 
S Jones 

T Wilkinson 
J Lee 

M Ollis 

T Donald 

T Wilkinson 
T Wilkinson 
T Wilkinson 
K Campbell 
P Search 

K Campbell 
T Wilkinson 
M MacPherson 
C Chapman 
L Beddie 

R Murray 

T Wilkinson 
P Gordon 

G Burt 

| Pennington 
C Buston 

R Murray 

R Murray 

J Hodgson 

| Stirling 

T Pennington 
J B Kenworthy 
A Lynn 
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Stonehaven 
AGSFPS 
Gordonians 
Ellon 
Gordonians 
Gordonians 
Dyce 
Inverurie 
Mannofield 
Westburn 
Turriff 
Crescent 
Crescent 
Balmoral 
Ellon 

Ellon 
Balmoral 
Stonehaven 
Portcullis 


Stoneywood-Dyce 


Dyce 
Artisans 


Stoneywood-Dyce 


Ellon 
Mannofield 
Fraserburgh 
Queen’s Cross 
Kintore 
Ellon 

Ellon 

RAF Buchan 
Queen’s Cross 
Inverurie 
Balmoral 
Inverurie 
Ellon 
Newtonhill 
Inverurie 
Academy 
Dunecht 
Mannofield 
Balmoral 
Westburn 
Ellon 
Crescent 
Ellon 

St. Ronald 
Balmoral 
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24/8/85 

6/6/92 
12/7/03 
17/5/97 
18/5/80 
17/6/90 
24/6/89 

3/6/89 
20/8/83 

6/6/82 

7/9/02 
23/7/94 
25/8/01 
25/9/88 
26/8/95 
28/5/94 
28/7/84 
25/8/84 

4/9/99 
12/5/01 

4/6/88 
31/8/02 
12/5/01 
17/5/97 

8/6/03 
21/7/01 
16/6/01 

2/6/01 
11/8/84 
20/5/84 
26/4/97 
28/8/99 
28/7/96 
18/6/88 

4/8/84 
28/5/94 
19/8/00 
17/5/87 
11/5/02 

7/8/99 
10/6/95 
16/5/87 
17/6/89 
11/8/84 
26/5/01 
27/7/91 
11/5/91 
16/5/87 


HIGHEST NUMBER OF RUNS SCORED IN A SEASON 
T Wilkinson - 2001 - 471 


BEST AVERAGE RUNS IN A SEASON 
K Campbell - 1995 - 47.00 


CENTURIES 
2-A Moore 

1-L Beddie 

1 - K Campbell 

1 - M MacPherson 


FIFTIES 
12 - M Ollis 
12 - T Wilkinson 
11 - K Campbell 
8 - R Murray 
5 - T Donald 
4 -| Pennington 
3 - C Buston, J Hodgson, S Jones, M MacPherson. 
2 -C Chapman, J Lee, S Rawson, J Reid, D Sabnis, T Pennington. 


1 - A Barot, L Beddie, G Burt, K Counsell, U Ekanayake, M Elder, P Gordon, D Heard, G Henley, 
M Jenkins, J B Kenworthy, A Lynn, G McQuillan, J Millar, A Milligan, A Moore, C Pilbeam, 
P Search, M Smith, | Stirling, J Turnbull and S Willetts. 
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2"? XI - TOTAL NUMBER OF WICKETS TAKEN 1979 —2003 


288 A Cameron 
228 R Ollis 
1S) J B Kenworthy 
168 C Wilson 
130 | Pennington 
97 T Wilkinson 
86 J Millar 
64 M MacPherson 
59 C Mason 
55 J Reid 
49 V Coutts 
48 D Sabnis 
46 D Eaton 
45 A Taylor 
41 N Laing 
39 P Search 
38 S Rawson 
36 K Search 
36 A Webster 
35 R Murray 
34 J Rawson 
33 T Pennington 
30 | Ramsey 
29 S Wilkinson 
28 S Monk 
724) S Thomson 
21 U Ekanayake 
20 G Miller 
20 D Steel 


2"’ Xi - BOWLING PERFORMANCES 1979 — 2003 


J Rawson 
C Wilson 

R Ollis 

V Coutts 

R Ollis 

S Rawson 
R Ollis 

| Pennington 
A Cameron 
| Pennington 
J Millar 

A Cameron 
A Cameron 
J Millar 

A Cameron 
A Cameron 
A Cameron 
R Murray 
A Cameron 
V Coutts 

M Herbert 
J Millar 


Cs RAC SC SO CC nS Ce Raat gt 


Cults 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
St. Ronald 
Cults 
Boddam 
Gordonians 
Ellon 
Gordonians 
Newtonhill 
RAF Buchan 
Westburn 
AGSFPS 
Westburn 
Inverurie 
Newtonhill 
Ellon 
Dunecht 
Ellon 
Westburn 
Anchorians 
Turriff 
Portcullis 
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31/7/83 
30/6/01 | 
8/9/90 | 
12/5/84 » 
31/8/96 } 
18/6/89 ) 
19/7/97 ’ 
31/5/92 ! 
29/8/92 ! 
6/5/95 » 
2/8/87 | 
6/6/92 } 
17/6/89 } 
17/5/86 : 
13/6/92 ° 
25/6/88 
20/6/92 | 
11/8/79 | 
28/5/88 
27/5/84 
7/9/02 | 
3/5/97 | 


G Miller 

P Search 

J B Kenworthy 
R Ollis 

R Ollis 

P Search 

| Pennington 

| Pennington 
A Cameron 

J B Kenworthy 
T Wilkinson 

D Steel 

V Coutts 

J Millar 

| Pennington 
R Ollis 

R Ollis 

A Cameron 

R Murray 

M MacPherson 
A Cameron 

R Perry 

A Cameron 

J B Kenworthy 
S Rawson 

J Reid 

M Thomson 

A Cameron 

| Pennington 
R Ollis 

R Ollis 

S Wilkinson 

R Ollis 

A Cameron 

C Wilson 

J Armstrong 
M McPherson 
H St Hill 

A Cameron 

A Cameron 

C Wilson 

| Pennington 
A Cameron 

A Cameron 

J B Kenworthy 
R Bain 

T Wilkinson 

R Ollis 

M MacPherson 
T Morgan 

R Ollis 

| Pennington 
S Astle 

R Ollis 

J Rawson 

F Sheridan 

A Cameron 
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Gordonians 
Ellon 

Lads Club 
Inverurie 
Queen's Cross 
Westburn 
Boddam 
Ellon 

Cults 
Balmoral 
Queen's Cross 
Westburn 
Kintore 
Dyce 
Crescent 
RAF Buchan 
RAF Buchan 
Cults 
Stoneywood 
Lads Club 
Dyce 
Mannofield 
Ellon 

Ellon 

Ellon 

Huntly 

St. Ronald 
Stoneywood 
Anchorians 
AGFPS 
Mannofield 
Balmoral 
Lads Club 
Cults 

St. Ronald 
Kintore 

St. Ronald 
Kintore 

St. Ronald 
Stonehaven 
Caledonian 
Dunecht 
Stoneywood 
Westburn 
Inverurie 
Mannofield 
Caledonian 
Ellon 

RAF Buchan 
Balmoral 


Stoneywood-Dyce 


Inverurie 


Stoneywood-Dyce 


Ellon 
Stonehaven 
St. Ronald 
Fraserburgh 


181 


10/5/80 
9/5/87 
10/9/83 
31/5/97 
12/7/96 
1/7/84 
1/6/96 
11/7/92 
21/6/87 
25/8/90 
18/8/01 
25/8/90 
25/8/85 
1/8/87 
1/7195 
26/4/96 
23/5/93 
29/4/89 
3/8/80 
20/5/90 
2/8/86 
23/6/01 
6/5/89 
11/8/84 
20/8/84 
23/7/93 
29/6/91 
30/7/88 
27/4/96 
20/7/96 
7/5/94 
(7/82 
2/9/90 
24/8/91 
11/6/94 
28/6/86 
10/9/89 
28/4/84 
10/9/89 
8/8/87 
12/8/00 
7/8/99 
21/5/88 
28/8/88 
4/8/84 
8/7/95 
12/8/00 
28/5/94 
21/8/94 
15/9/85 
17/8/96 
19/8/95 
10/6/00 
13/5/95 
29/6/85 
23/7/83 
1/5/99 


5-25 S Monk 
5-29 J Reid 

5-30 C Bell 

5-31 R Ollis 

5-31 A Cameron 
5-31 A Taylor 
5-32 T Wilkinson 
5-32 R Ollis 

5-34 R Ollis 

5-35 C Mason 
5-35 C Wilson 
5-35 R Ollis 

5-35 J B Kenworthy 
5-35 A Barot 
5-36 | Ramsay 
5-38 R Ollis 

5-40 S Thomson 
5-42 | Pennington 
5-44 R Ollis 

5-46 M MacPherson 
5-47 A Cameron 
5-49 R Ollis 

5-51 A Cameron 
5-51 S Thomson 
5-58 J B Kenworthy 
5-61 | Pennington 
5-90 R Ollis 
HAT-TRICKS 

C Wilson Vv 

R Ollis Vv 

R Murray Vv 

A Cameron V 

V Coutts Vv 

| Ramsay V 
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Caledonian (4-26) 
St. Ronald (8-12) 

Stonehaven (4-13) 
Cults (6-22) 

Cults (8-16 
Lads Club 


PS 


4-14) 


MOST WICKETS IN A SEASON 
A Cameron - 1992 - 57 


BEST BOWLING AVERAGE IN A SEASON 
J B Kenworthy - 1983 - 5.82 


WICKETS PER MATCH 


8 


U 


6 


R Ollis (2), V Coutts, J Rawson, S Rawson and C Wilson. 
A Cameron (6), J Millar (2), | Pennington (2), R Murray and R Ollis. 
A Cameron (7), R Ollis (7), | Pennington (4), J B Kenworthy (3), V Coutts (2), 


J Millar (2), P Search (2), T Wilkinson (2), M Herbert, M MacPherson, G Miller, 
R Murray, R Perry, S Rawson, D Steel, M Thomson, D Steel and S Wilkinson. 


St. Ronald 
Huntly 
Queen’s Cross 
St. Ronald 
Dunecht 
Westburn 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Boddam 

Ellon 

Queen’s Cross 
Caledonian 
Anchorians 

St. Ronald 
Anchorians 
Balmoral 
Inverurie 

St. Ronald 
Mannofield 
Cults 

Dyce 
AGSFPS 
Mannofield 
Ellon 

Ellon 
Stoneywood-Dyce 
Queen’s Cross 
Kemnay 


8/9/01 
8/9/90 
9/7/88 

21/6/87 
12/5/84 
22/8/81 


29/5/93 
18/5/96 | 


7/6/03 
13/8/94 
22/8/92 

5/5/84 


10/6/00 | 
11/5/96 | 


2/7/94 
22/7/00 
13/6/98 


23/6/96 | 
1/9/90 | 


20/6/83 
20/6/83 
5/7/97 
1/6/88 
4/7192 
18/6/95 
13/8/88 
23/8/92 
10/6/95 
18/8/91 
1/7/89 
3/7/93 
5/8/95 
9/6/96 


R Ollis (11) A Cameron (8), | Pennington (4), J B Kenworthy (3), M MacPherson (3), 
S Thomson (2), T Wilkinson (2), C Wilson (2), J Armstrong, S Astle, R Bain, A Barot, 


C Bell, C Mason, S Monk, T Morgan, | Ramsay, J Rawson, J Reid, H St.Hil!, 


F Sheridan and A Taylor. 
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The JAMEL British Legion Scotland 


avenswood Residential Club 

Ramsay Road, Banchory AB31 5 
Extends a warm welcome to Leg : 

members & guests. Single & Double - 
en-suite rooms available. Bed & _ 
Breakfast from £21. Usual club 
activities and entertainment, for 
reservations contact: 

The Secretary Tel. (01330) 82234 7 


a | & 8 
Raemoir Garden Centre the centre for all seasons 


¢ the garden restaurant - 
our popular coffee shop 
offers home cooking at 
it’s very best. Enjoy 
waitress service in our 
expanded restaurant. 
. : Open weekdays 
¢ fabulous selection of high ° a perfect family day out - with 9.00 - 5.00pm 
quality plants, gifts and easy parking & large children’s weekends 
gardening products play area 9.00 - 4.30pm 


You'll find everything 


you need at... Raemoir Garden Centre 
Raemoir Road, Banchory, Kincardineshire. AB31 4E]J 
Tel: 01330 825059 Restaurant Tel: 01330 826949 
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McINTOSH PLANT 
HIRE 


(ABERDEEN) LIMITED 


25 


Years 
1976-2001 


BIRCHMOSS PLANT & 
STORAGE DEPOT 
BGiad 
WESTHILL 
ABERDEENSHIRE 
AB32 6XL 


TEL: (01330) 860751 
FAX: (01330) 860749 
email: general @mphltd.co.uk 


Brian Smith 


Funeral Services Ltd 


The only family run and owned funeral 
director in Perterculter, Banchory and Aboyne. 


317 North Deeside Road, 
PETERCULTER. Tel: 01224 732530 


85a High Street, Banchory. 
tel: 01330 825400 


Aboyne Business Centre, Huntly Road 
ABOYNE. TEL: 013398 86625 
Contact Brian or Angela Smith (24 Hrs). 


Tor-na-Coille 
Filling Station 


Inchmarlo Road, Banchory 
01330 822217 
Not only do we sell 4-Star, 
Unleaded and Super Unleaded 
Petrol, Diesel and Auto Gas. 
We also sell... 


Milk. 
Toiletries. 
Confectionery. 
Cigarettes. 


A selection of 
Groceries. 
Car Accessories. 
Car Engine Oil. 


Opening Hours 


Mon-Fri 7.00am-9.00pm 
Saturday 7.00am-9.00pm 
Sunday 8.00am-9.00pm 


For the latest update of our 
Autogas network visit 


www.gleaner.co.uk 
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ARM Associates 


We can help you make 
decisions about life, study 
and career. Our professional 
guidance will help you 
understand yourself and 
what motivates you. 


We are qualified to use a 
range of well known 
psychometric tests including 
the Myers Briggs Type 
Indicator. 


Tel Banchory: (01330) 823879 


Capability. Brown@btinternet.com 


Burrell’s Pharmacy 
61 High Street 
Banchory 
Tel: 01330 822542 


Big On Advice, Low On Price 


Support your community pharmacy for all your 
health, dietary and personal needs, where you can 
get free advice from a qualified, experienced 
pharmacy team 


Now there's something to feel good about. 


Banchory Business Centre 
Burn O’ Bennie Road, BANCHORY AB31 5ZU 


Tel:: 01330 824900 
Fax: 01330 824510 


“PRETIGIOUS RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPERS” 


Website: www.bancon.co.uk 


The 
Barber 


-Walk in Barber Service- 


4 Scott Skinner Square, Banchory 
(Opposite the library) 


Tel: (01330) 820005 


II (ts) ear Comre 


NEW & USED CAR SALES & SERVICE 


Always a large selection 
of quality 
used cars available. 


Similar cars also bought 
for cash. 


A friendly local service. 


Tillybrake Road, Banchory 
Kincardineshire AB31 5UN. 
Tel: Sales - 01330 824848 
Service - 01330 824766 
Fax - 01330 825858 


Partners: M.S.Grigor, S.M.Grigor, D. Walker 


Mactaggart & Dallas 


Chartered Quantity Surveyors 
Construction Cost Consultants 


Project Managers 
Planning Supervisors 


Services provided for all types of building & 
engineering projects: 
new buildings, alterations, extenstions, 
improvements and repairs. 


¢ Budget costings & cost advice 
¢ Contractual recommendations 
¢ Tender documentation 

e Valuation of work in progress 

e Site measurements 

¢ Cost control 

¢ Settlement of accounts 

e Advice on contractual & financial disputes 
e Insurance valuations 

¢ Estimating 

¢ Project Co-ordination 


Arbeadie Tearrace Banchory AB31 5IN 
tel: 01330 822550 Fax: 01330 825656 
E-mail: macdal@globalnet.co.uk 


TILLYBRAKE 
SHOP LTD 


NEWSAGENT 
CONVENIENCE STORE 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 
OFF - SALES 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


TILLYBRAKE ROAD * BANCHORY 
Tel. (01330) 822467 


SALE} = fFORSALEY «= fforsatey = forsale] = fFon sate] 
a OY ior Moca A ee GR nesss a mee as oy 


e 
IN ABERDEEN At N 
Nears eS IN AROVAE INBALLAUER IN BANCHORY INCULTER INDYCt 


SELL YOUR PROPERTYWITH US 
AND YOU'LL FIND IT HERE, THERE 
AND EVERYWHERE 


a Company 
Softerters Sefing Pragerty 


8 Dee Street, Banchory AB31 SST 


Resident partner ts Iain Considine, the Financial Adviser is Colin Scott and 
Property Manager is Laura Middleton. 


ACandCo.com 


IN ELLON INIMVERURIE IN NINGSWEELS IN PETERHEAD INSTONEHAVEN IN TORRY IN WESTHILE 


Specialists in geoscience, petrophysics, 
reservoir/petroleum engineering and 
software development....... 


.....supporting Banchory 
Cricket Club in their 150° 
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All this is FREE at 


themortgage+property centre = 


© Initial interview and discussion 
© Comprehensive pre-sale valuation 
© Independent mortgage advice 


We believe that no one offers a better, more 


comprehensive property service than us 


* Sales ¢ Purchase * Leasing * Factoring 
* Relocation * Mortgages * Conveyancing 


Call us now: 
248 Union Street, Aberdeen Tel: 01224 623400 


Deeside Bookmakers 


20a DEE STREET BANCHORY. 


You don’t need an account 


jt a ggetS et 
rei:0845 7697070 


FAX: 01330 825906 


Prices available for all Major Sporting Events 


ACCOUNT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 


SWITCH / SOLO / DELTA CARDS 
ACCEPTED 


The 


Garlogie Snn 


Bar Lunches (Mon - Sat): 12.00 - 2.00p.m. 
Bar Suppers (Mon - Sat): 6.00 - 9.00p.m. 
Sunday Lunches: 12.30 - 2.00p.m. 
Sunday Suppers: 5.00 - 8.00p.m. 


Garlogie, Skene 
Tel 01294 743279 


Proprietors: John & Thelma Quinn 


G & D SINCLAIR 


Butcher Est. 1972 
9 The Square, Torphins AB31 4EP 
Tel: 013398 82236 
Fax: 013398 82252 


f 
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aati ible) 
“col Ay 
teas ginaothes A 
Wiel ranie 3 
naa 9" 


BEEF - LAMB -PORK - 
POULTRY & GAME 
M ALL MEAT BOUGHT LOCALLY 


Try Our Delicious Homemade 
Sausages & Burgers, 
Over 9 Varieties A7q 
Opp RD 


Kitchen Ready Products: - 
Stir-Frys © Homemade Pies ¢ Oatmeal Puddings 
¢ Our Famous Haggis and Lots More 


All Deep Freeze Orders Catered For 
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CHARLES MICHIE CHEMIST 
67 HIGH STREET 
BANCHORY 
Tel: 01330 822524 


USE MICHIE’S FOR ALL YOUR HEALTHCARE NEEDS. 


WE ALSO STOCK A RANGE OF GIFTS & PERFUMES. 


KKK 


YOU WILL BE ‘BOWLED’ OVER BY OUR SERVICE. 


RAEBURN 
CH RISTIE Solicitors & Estate 


Agents 


Raeburn Christie is one of the most forward thinking Solicitors firms. 
Up to the minute, yet with traditional values, we have our roots firmly 
in the North east of Scotland. We have our headquarters in Albyn 
Place, Aberdeen, with branches in Banchory, Stonehaven, Inverurie 
and Ellon, and a Union Street Property Shop. From these locations, 
trained and qualified staff offer a complete range of services: legal, 
estate agency, insurance, mortgage and financial. 

The firm's branch office at Banchory on Deeside dates from the 
1950's, today occupying prominent High Street premises, from 
where our full-time trained staff offer a full range of legal and estate 
agency services for the private and business client. Our long 
established presence in Banchory has given ue extensive 
knowledge of the locality throughout the length and breadth of 
Deeside. 

These services are augmented by a full support from other specialist 
lawyers in various fields throughout the firm including our Litigation, 
Commercial, Corporate and Financial Services Departments. 
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Resident Partner: James A. Christie 
Associate: Elizabert M: Merson 
Paralegal: Lorraine D. Ogston 
Sales Executive: Karen Berry 


75 High Street, Banchory 
Kincardineshire AB31 5TJ 

Fax: 01330 824799 

Tel: 01330 822931 & 823704 
E-mail: info@raeburnchristie.com 
www.raeburnchristie.com 


ATHOLL COUNTRYWEAR 


Established 1992 


Haberdashery and Fine Gifts 


2 - 6 Bridge Street, Banchory. 
Telephone: 01330 825500 / 824319 


Milton of Crathes, 
N. Deeside Road, by Banchory 
Telephone: 01330 844551 


ROY COWIE 


Lawnmower & 
Garden Machinery 


A Wide Range of * Hedge Trimmers 
* Lawnmowers * Chain Saws 

* Lawn Tractors ¢ Garden Shredders 
¢ Grass Trimmers * Blowers 


SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ HIRE 


Old Station Yard 
Station Road 
Banchory AB31 SYR 


tm 01330 
822871 


www.roycowie.co.uk 
E-mail: roy.cowie@btinternet.co.uk * 
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STIL, sonore ‘VIKING 


P&E Burnett 


BANCHORY SERVICE STATION 


All makes of Tyres, 
Spares, Batteries, 
if Wheel Trimes, 
Exhausts, 
Tools, Oils, oO) 
KX J 
<9 
Screenwash 


Cleaning Products 


NORTH DEESIDE ROAD, BANCHORY 
TELEPHONE: 01330 824269 


& 


Deeside Office Supplies 


¢ Printing ¢ Office & Computer Supplies ¢ 
e Furniture ¢ Equipment 


Tel: 01330 82 52 82 
e-mail: deesideoffice@aol.com 
Tel/Fax: 01330 823163 


Ream A4 copy paper - £2.34 
Ink Cartridges from:- 
£3.51 - Black, £5.04 - Colour 
Laser Toner from £41.11 (Laserjet 4) 
Prices include VAT 


Part of 
imprint 


Printing Services 


Unit 2, 
Tillybrake Industrial Estate, 
Banchory AB31 5UN 
Tel/fax: 01330 823163 


Coll Re—- 
kinner’s 
Restaurant & Bar 


Privately owned restaurant and bar serving 
delicious food daily in a very friendly atmosphere. 


Good selection of ales, beers and wines, 
always in good condition. 


Private function room “The Loft’ available 
for up to 70 for parties, discos and 
weddings. 7 x 5 big screen for sporting occasions. 


pe era 
j ——, 


James Scott Skinner 
(1843 - 1927) 


Mine hosts: Ali and Lynne Strachan 
Scott Skinners 
North Deeside Road, 
Banchory, AB31 5YR 
Tel (01330) 824393 


£8.00 


J 


Banchory 


Printed by Imprint Printing Services, | 


